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MUSIC FOR THE LITURGY 

 
SUNDAY, MAY 3, 2026 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
     

       
     Gathering:    Jesus Is Risen  BB 190 
      
     Responsorial Psalm  (PS 145) 
 

Sing a joyful song to the Lord, Alleluia!  Let the 
heavens and earth rejoice Alleluia, Alleluia! 

      
     Sprinkling Rite: God, you have moved upon the waters, 

you have sung in the rush of wind and flame; and in 
your love, you have called us sons and daughters, 
make us people of the water and your name. 

 
     Preparation: Love, Divine, All Loves Excelling 

   BB 411  
     Mass Parts: Storrington Mass 
  
     Communion: Unless A Grain Of Wheat 
    BB 499 
 
     Sending Forth: At The Lamb’s High Feast 
    BB 177 
  
           

 
UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS 

 
May 3  Property Management 
May 10  Catholic Communications 
May 17  Fuel 
 
The 2026 Catholic Campaign is on -going.  Thank you for 
your generous response to the Church of NH. 

 
 

FOR OUR RECORDS 
 
The Parish needs your help to keep 
our records current. If there are any 

births, deaths, marriages, moves, phone number or address 
changes in your family, please notify the Parish Office at 
603-382-8324 or by emailing the Parish Office at 
jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net.   
 
If you are new to our Parish, Welcome ! Registration forms 
are available at the entrances of both churches or on our 
Parish website stlukenh.org. 

 

  PARISH STEWARDSHIP   
 
Our Parish needs to take in $9700.00 each week in order 
to make ends meet.  This amount represents an adjusted 
budget offertory of $8500.00 per week plus the 
combination of budgeted Property and Fuel second 
collections ($4800.00 per month divided into 4 weeks or 
$1200.00 weekly).  Your weekly contribution helps ensure 
that the Parish remains a vibrant community.  Please 
remember to submit your weekly gift even if you will be 
away.  Consider signing up for electronic giving (see 
below).  Your Parish depends on your responsible 
stewardship and support! 
 
April 26  Offertory $6,363.98 
 
 
 
   

Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish uses Parish 
Giving to provide parishioners with an 
opportunity to make your offertory and other 
contributions through Electronic Funds Transfer 
(EFT).  Parish Giving is a simple, secure, and 
convenient way to manage your stewardship 
without weekly envelopes and without worries.  
This program is available to parishioners at no 
cost.  Log on to the St. Luke the Evangelist Parish 
website at http://stlukenh.org, click on the 
Parish Giving logo, and follow the easy 
registration instructions. 
 
You can also use your smart 
phone to scan the QR code.  
The link will take you directly 
to Parish Giving so you can 
donate. 
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NH CATHOLIC 
APPEAL 2026 

 
The NHCA is the Church in 
New Hampshire’s annual 
campaign to support 
essential ministries and 

programs of the Diocese of Manchester and NH 
Catholic Charities. Last year, Saint Luke Parish 
exceeded its 2025 goal and raised $54,165.00!  
We joined the other 87 parishes of our NH 
Diocese in raising more than $4.4 million dollars 
for our Diocesan Church.  
 
The 2026 NHCA appeal began in our Parish on 
the weekend of April 25-26. Our goal for the 
2026 NHCA is $49,338.00. 
 
The NHCA supports the Community Services 
program at Catholic Charities NH, the care for 
our retired and elderly priests, seminarian 
education and vocations, Catholic education, 
faith formation, evangelization through Parable 
magazine, and more! Every registered 
parishioner has received a letter from Bishop 
Libasci along with Appeal materials in the mail. 
Please keep the Church in New Hampshire in 
your prayers that we may join together as one 
body in Christ to support these ministries that 
serve, comfort, and bring hope to those who 
need it most. For more information, visit 

www.catholicnh.org/nhca 
 
 
 

CONFIRMATION – FIRST EUCHARIST 
 

On Sunday, May 17 at 10 am Bishop Peter Libasci of our 
Diocese will join us for Liturgy as Presider.  The Bishop will 
celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation with 5 
Candidates and then welcome them to the Table of the 
Lord for the first time.   

 
Please keep our Candidates,  their Sponsors and families in 
your prayers as they come to this great moment in their 
Catholic journey. 

 
HELP WANTED 

 
Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish in Newton-Plaistow, NH 
is searching for a PT custodian for our Preschool.  
 
The position involves custodial services after school hours 
M-F to equal ten (10) hours per week.  The successful 
candidate must be able to work independently and follow 
instructions to prepare the school environment for each 
new learning day.   
 
A perfect job for a student or a retiree, hours are 
negotiable with Pastor’s consent. 
 
Candidates must be able to work on their feet for most of 
their time, go up and down stairs and lift at least twenty-
five (25) pounds. Candidates must also complete the 
Diocese of Manchester protocols for Safe Environment,  
including a state(s) criminal background check and 
Diocesan Safe Environment database training. A full job 
description and application materials are available by 
contacting the Parish Office at (603) 382-8324 or email at 

fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net. 
 

 
 
SHOP FOR BETHLEHEM! 
 
Saint Luke Parish in Newton-
Plaistow will host a special sale 
featuring handcrafted olivewood 

items from the Holy Land.  Holy Land Family Gifts will be 
at Holy Angels Church, 8 Atkinson 
Depot Road, Plaistow NH on  

 
Saturday, May 2, 3:00 to 6:00 PM 

Sunday, May 3,  10:00 AM to 
Noon 

 
in the Church Hall (back of the 
Church lower-level entrance).  
Many gift items are available for 
Confirmation, First Eucharist, 
Mothers and Fathers Day.  All 
proceeds go directly to Christian families in the 
Bethlehem-Nazareth area. 
 
Visit holylandfamily.com for more information or to shop 
online.  Contact St. Luke Parish at 603-382-8324 for more 
information. 
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    WEEKLY CALENDAR     
 

Sunday, May 3 
7:00 am  Men’s AA – Parish Hall Plaistow 
8:00 am  Liturgy Newton 
10:00 am  Liturgy Plaistow 
11:00 am  OCIA Plaistow 
11:00 am  VBS Volunteer Meeting Plaistow 

 
Monday, May 4 

8:00 am  Liturgy Newton 
7:00 PM  Knights of Columbus Plaistow 

 
Tuesday, May 5  

8:00 am  Liturgy Plaistow 
 

Wednesday, May 6 
Holy Angels Church open all day for prayer 

10:00 – Noon  Food Pantry open Plaistow 
6:30 PM      Liturgy Plaistow 

 
Thursday, May 7 

8:00 am   Liturgy Newton 
8:30 AM – 8:30 PM    Eucharistic Adoration Newton  
10:00 am  Prayer Shawl Ministry Plaistow 
6:00 – 7:00 PM  Food Pantry open Plaistow 
7:00 PM   Knights of Columbus Rosary Newton 

 
Friday, May 8 

10:00 – Noon  Food Pantry open Plaistow 
 

Saturday, May 9 
3:00 PM  Sacrament of Reconciliation Plaistow 
4:00 PM  Vigil Liturgy Plaistow 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
We gather at the Eucharist to 
pray for anyone, living or 
deceased.  If you would like to 
request a Mass for a particular 

intention such as thanksgiving for a new birth, 
healing for a sick friend or family member, or for 
a deceased loved one or friend, please call the 
Parish Office at 603-382-8324 or email the 
Office. The suggested donation is $10.00 per 
Mass. 
 

 

    MASS INTENTIONS     
 
Saturday, May 2 ~ Athanasius, Bishop & Teacher 
     Acts 13:44-52  Jn 14:7-14 (day) 
     Acts 6:1-7  1 Pt 2:4-9 Jn 14:1-12 (Vigil) 
4:00 PM People of the Parish 
 Plaistow  
 
Sunday, May 3 ~ Fifth Sunday of Easter 
     Acts 6:1-7  1 Pt 2:4-9 Jn 14:1-12 
8:00 AM Grace Bukowski by Janice Bettencourt 
 Newton 
10:00 AM Claire Olverson by Jim Edwards 
 Plaistow 
 
Monday, May 4 ~ Easter Weekday  
      Acts 14:5-18  Jn 14:21-26 
8:00 AM People of the Parish 
 Newton 
 
Tuesday, May 5 ~ Easter Weekday 
     Acts 14:19-28  Jn 14:27-31a 
8:00 AM Bill Knowles – B’day remembrance  
 by Marjorie Knowles 
 Plaistow 
 
Wednesday, May 6 ~ Easter Weekday 
     Acts 15:1-6  Jn 15:1-8  
6:30 PM Deceased members of the Fogel family  
 & Frank Kelcourse by Elaine Kelcourse 
 Plaistow 
 
Thursday, May 7 ~ Easter Weekday 
     Acts 15:7-21 Jn 15:9-11 
8:00 am Brian Gabriel by his wife  
 Newton 
 
Friday, May 8 ~ Easter Weekday 
     Acts 15:22-31  Jn 15:12-17     NO MASS 
 
Saturday, May 9 ~ Easter Weekday 
     Acts 16:1-10  Jn 15:18-21 (day) 
     Acts 8:5-8, 14-17  1 Pt 3:15-18 Jn 14:15-21 (Vigil) 
4:00 PM Patricia Goodrich by John and Trisha Mainella 
 Plaistow  
 
Sunday, May 10 ~ Sixth Sunday of Easter 
     Acts 8:5-8, 14-17  1 Pt 3:15-18 Jn 14:15-21 
8:00 AM Catherine Morrocco & Elizabeth Cronin 
 By Cathy Cronin 
 Newton 
10:00 AM Donna Hammerstein & John King  
 by Carole Lueders 
 Plaistow 

 
You can find the Scripture readings for 
Mass by using your smart phone on thie 
QR code, or by visiting  bible.usccb.org.  
Readings are also available in audio 
format and in Spanish ! 
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HOLY ANGELS CEMETERY  
 

Holy Angels Cemetery on East 
Road in Plaistow is open for the 
season as of April 15, 2026.  Our 

Parish cemetery has a long tradition dating from 
1885 of compassionate and distinguished care 
for our beloved departed. Cemetery plot rates 
are competitive with other Catholic cemeteries 
in the area.  Please contact the Parish Office with 
any questions.   

 
 

PLEASE HELP OUT! 
 

As you leave church, kindly take your Bulletin with you - 
or return it to the basket at the entrance of the Church, 
return your music book and Mass card to their proper 
place, and pick up after yourself as you leave.  Thanks for 
being attentive and respectful of the Lord’s house!   
 

Out of respect for the Lord’s 
house and in consideration of 

fellow parishioners, please 
remember to silence or turn off 

your cell phone during Mass.   
Thank you. 

 

 
 

SANCTUARY CANDLES  
& VIGIL LIGHT 

 
The sanctuary candle in Plaistow burns 
this week in memory of Patricia 
Goodrich by John & Trisha Mainella 
 
 
The sanctuary candles in both Newton and Plaistow may 
be offered in memory or in honor of a loved one. The vigil 
light in front of the Mother of God icon in Newton may 
also be offered in memory or honor of a loved one. The 
suggested offering for each is $10.00.  Please call the Parish 
Office at 603-382-8324. 
 
 

YOUR “DROPPED DOLLAR” HARD AT WORK 
 

 
Thank you for your generosity in supporting 
our Easter lily fundraiser.  St. Luke's Outreach 
Ministry appreciates your kindness in 

supporting our good works in assisting those in need in 
our community. 
  
Thank you for your continued support of the St. Luke 
Outreach Ministry!  Please know that your “dropped 
dollars” are being used wisely to help the poor & needy in 
our area.  Your generosity does not go unnoticed.  All 
contributions go to helping families and individuals in our 
towns. 
 
Our Outreach Ministry welcomes new volunteers!  Join us 
at our monthly meeting in the Parish Hall and see what we 
are all about.  Our next meeting is May 20 at 7:00 PM. 
 

If you need assistance or need information about 
St. Luke Outreach Ministry,  

call 603-382-8324 x315. 
 

GLUTEN INTOLERANT? 
 

Our Parish provides an option for receiving Holy 
Communion for anyone suffering from gluten intolerance 
or celiac disease.  We use special low gluten breads that 
are fully certified for use at Mass by the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, and are laboratory tested 
to contain only .001% gluten.  Please see the Pastor 
before Mass about receiving Communion using one of 
these special hosts.  

 
  PARISH DIRECTORY   

 
Parish Office                                                              603-382-8324 
 
Fr. Albert Tremblay, Pastor          fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net          
Joyce Szczapa, Rel. Ed.             jszczapa@stluketheevangelist.net 
Jackie Tremblay, Administrator  jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net 
Val Barczak, Music Director   mvmbarczak@comcast.net 
Robin Thompson, Rel. Ed.       rthompson@stluketheevangelist.net                      
Elaine Kindler, Intercessory Prayer & Adoration schedule 
ekindler@stluketheevangelist.net 603-382-8324 x 314 
St. Luke Food Pantry 603-819-4949  
St. Luke Outreach Ministry                603-382-8324 x 315 
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ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION 

 
The Diocese of 
Manchester and Bishop 

Peter Libasci invite couples celebrating 5, 10, 15, 
20, 25, etc. years of Marriage in 2026 to a Mass in 
celebration of wedding anniversaries. The Mass 
will be held on Sunday, June 7, at 2:00 PM at 
Saint Joseph Cathedral, Manchester. To 
register, please contact your Parish Office by 
May 15. The Parish Office will gather and submit 
all necessary information. Once registration has 
been completed by the Parish Office, all couples 
will receive a mailed invitation to this special 
celebration.  
 

 
 

LITURGY ONLINE OR ON TV… 
 
Boston Catholic Television catholictv.org 

Sunday Mass from Notre Dame 
catholictv.org/masses/notre-dame-mass 

Salt & Light TV  saltandlighttv.org 
Eternal Word Television  ewtn.com 
 
 

 
 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
 
A Men’s AA Step Meeting is held on Sunday 
mornings from 7:00 to 8:00 AM at the St. Luke the 
Evangelist Parish Hall (Holy Angels Church). Bring 
your own coffee.  For more information, call Joe at 
617-921-9899. 
 
 

 

 
JOIN THE KNIGHTS IN DOING GOOD ! 
KNIGHTS ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP 

 
The Knights of Columbus are offering associate 
membership to anyone who would like to participate with 
the Knights in our activities.  Membership is available to 
anyone in our parish or in the community.  If you want 
more information about the Knights, including our 
Associate membership program, contact Dan Sullivan at 
603-770-4803 or at dans49@comcast.net. 
 
MONTHLY FOOD DRIVE 
 
The Knights of Columbus and Saint 
Luke the Evangelist Food Pantry 
thank our parishioners for the ongoing support to feed 
those in need.  Shopping lists and bags are provided on the 
3rd week of every month with the general collection of non-
perishable items happening the following (4th) weekend.  
Food donations can also be left in the plastic totes at the 
rear of either church or brought to the Parish Office during 
Office hours.  Prefer not to shop?  Gift cards or checks can 
be made out to Saint Luke Food Pantry anytime.  Your 
generosity and support are greatly appreciated! 
 

MONTHLY DELIVERY HELP NEEDED 
 
On the first Thursday of the month, the Knights organize 
a working group to load and unload a food shipment for the 
Saint Luke Food Pantry. The Knights welcome help to 
either load or unload or both.  The loading typically takes 
place around 10 am in Exeter just off Rte. 108, and we are 
usually back at the Food Pantry in Plaistow around 11 am.  
If you would like to be notified of the schedule to help, 
please contact peter Richards at pmrpjs6@comcast.net, or 
call 978-857-0468. 
 

THURSDAY KNIGHTS ROSARY 
 
Join the Knights as they offer the Rosary on 
Thursday evenings at 7 PM at Newton 

during Eucharistic Adoration. The Rosary is prayed for 
intentions for healing, repose of the soul, and general well-
being, i.e., end to war/conflicts, efforts of First responders, 
pandemic, etc. Participation to offer a Rosary decade is 
encouraged but not required.  All are welcome. 
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INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP 
 
Do you pray?  Are you open to growing in 
prayer?  You are warmly invited to join the 
women and men who pray for the intentions 
of parishioners, of people who leave requests 
on our Prayer Line (number below) or those who ask one 
of us personally.  Confidentiality is promised.  Using just 
someone’s first name, a list is shared weekly via email to 
the group covering all manner of conditions of health, 
financial circumstances, or any other need.  
 
We pray for our community, our families, and for the 
Church. We pray for peace throughout the world and for 
those in any kind of danger. We pray for the deceased and 
those who mourn their loss, and for the souls in purgatory. 
We also give thanks for answered prayers.  
 
Each week, these intercessions are intertwined with the 
mysteries of the Rosary. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please contact Elaine Kindler at 
ekindler@stluketheevangelist.net or leave a message at 
603-382-8324, ext. 314. 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF 

CONFIRMATION 
 
MAYBE …. IT’S TIME  
 
To re-connect with your 
Church, To re-new 
yourself and others 
through the unique power of the Holy Spirit who 
guides us in Love and Truth. If you are a baptized 
Catholic, have received your First Communion, but 
decided against Confirmation as a teen, maybe it is 
time for you to re-consider Confirmation.  
 
God does care about you. For some reason, God chose 
you to be born into a family that would bring you to 
the Catholic Church for Baptism.  So maybe -- just 
maybe -- now...it is time….to make your own choice. 
Confirmation.   
 
If you want to talk about the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, contact Father Albert at the Parish 
Office.  With a little time and reflection, practicing 
Catholics can be prepared to celebrate the gift of the 
Spirit in their lives.  

 

 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

 
The next preparation session for 
infant Baptism will be held following 
the 10:00 am Liturgy on Sunday, 
May 10 in the Hall Conference Room 
at Plaistow.  All parents planning to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Baptism are welcome.    
 
Families wishing to celebrate Baptism in the Church 
must be REGISTERED (according to Church Canon 
law) and PRACTICING (attending Sunday Mass) for 
3 full months before a Baptism can be scheduled.   
The use of the envelope system is always optional; 
however, it does guarantee a manner of 
accountability.  For most families, the Pastor or staff 
can easily verify attendance during these three 
months. 
 
Baptismal Sponsors (godparents) are also regulated 
by Church Canon Law.  Sponsors must be at least 16, 
fully       initiated (having received Baptism, Eucharist 
and      Confirmation), be practicing Catholics living 
Christian lives consistent with the Church’s teaching, 
and if married, having celebrated the Sacrament of 
Matrimony in the Church.     Please Call the Parish 
Office at 603-382-8324 or see F. Albert with 
questions.  
 
 
The Saint Luke Prayer Shawl 
Ministry meets every first Thursday of the 
month at 10:00 am at the Parish Office.   
 
The next meeting is May 7. 
 
The Shawl Ministry knits and crochets prayer shawls that 
are given to the loved ones of parishioners who have died, 
and to the Parishioners who are sick and need to be 
“covered” in prayer.  All skill levels are welcome!  Call the 
Parish Office for more information. 
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ADORERS NEEDED  
We are truly blessed to have times for 
Adoration of Our Lord in our Parish.  
This time of prayer and intercession is 
not only a source of great grace for the 
individual but is a great source of grace 
for us as a parish family.   
 
Eucharistic Adoration is an ideal way to enrich our 
relationship with Christ in the Eucharist.   
  
Adoration takes place each Thursday in Newton from 
8:30 AM to 8:30 PM.  We also need people at all hours so 
we can ideally have 2 people at each hour.  If you can 
commit to one hour a week in Adoration of our Lord, or if 
you can be a substitute, please contact the Parish Office at 
603-382-8324 or email Elaine Kindler at  

ekindler@stluketheevangelist.net. 
 

The Church in Plaistow is also open all day on  
Wednesdays for people to stop by and pray  

before the presence of Jesus in the tabernacle. 
 
 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES NH 
ONLINE DEMENTIA CARE 

SUPPORT GROUP 
 
Are you caring for a spouse or 

loved one with memory care? We know it can be 
overwhelming, and we are here to help. Catholic Charities 
NH is offering a free, five-week online support group, 
“Caring for Loved Ones with Dementia,” beginning 
Wednesday, May 6. This special program provides 
education, emotional support, and an opportunity to 
connect with others navigating similar challenges. For 
more details or to sign up, visit www.cc-nh.org/dementia, 
or contact Shannon at 603-448-5151; email 
shannon.popescu@nh-cc.org. There is no cost to attend.  

 
BUSTED HALO 

 
Busted Halo is a unique media resource sponsored by the 

Paulist Fathers of the US that utilizes a relevant and 
accessible voice to help people understand the Catholic 

faith, put it into practice in their everyday lives, and share 
it with others.  Check out their site, podcasts and videos 

at www.bustedhalo.com. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
Religious Education Registration for the 2025-2026 
Academic Year for Grades K through 6 are held at the 10 
am Liturgy on Sunday.  
 
Our Religious Education Program follows the Sunday 
Scripture readings from the Liturgical year, so our 
students are always hearing and learning about the 
Scriptures from the current 
week. Students celebrate a 
Liturgy of the Word each 
week and then focus on the 
readings as they apply to 
some practice or teaching of 
the Church.  Parents are 
always welcome to attend 
the dismissal sessions.  
Registration for RE sessions 
continues in the Office in 
the Parish Hall.  Sacramental preparation programs are 
also available for young and older students. Please call F. 
Albert, Joyce Szczapa or Robin Thompson in the Parish 
Office 603-382-8324 for more information.  
 

RESTROOM BREAKS DURING MASS 
ATTENTION PARENTS ! 

 
Please be sure to accompany your young children when 
they need to use the restroom during Mass.  It is for their 
safety… and your peace of mind! 

 
Are you worried about a family 
member or friend who may have a 
drinking problem? Alanon welcomes 
you to learn and get support from 
people who have been through similar 
problems. We meet in the OLMM in 

Hampton, NH Church Basement on Thursdays from 9:30-
10:30am (new members) and from 10:30-11:45am; 
Saturdays 1:00pm-2:15pm.  Visit al-anon.org for more 
information. 

 

 

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST 
WELCOME IN CHRIST ! 

 
Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish invites all to a deeper love 
of Jesus and to a fullness of communion with the Church.  
The ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS 
(OCIA) is a process where adults and older children are 
welcomed into the Catholic Church.   
 
THE OCIA IS FOR:  
 

- Someone who is thinking about becoming part of 
our Catholic community   

 
- Someone who was never Baptized, or Baptized in 

another Christian community  
 

- A non-Catholic spouse of a parishioner who is 
wondering about full communion with the Church   

 
- An adult Catholic who for whatever reason, 

“missed” one or more of the sacraments of 
initiation while growing up    

 
- Children over 7 years of age who were never 

Baptized, or older children who “missed” 
sacraments  

 
The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (and its 
adapted form for children) welcomes all kinds of people 
into the Catholic family.   The OCIA is for any adult who is:  
unbaptized and recognizes a need for spirituality in their 
life or Baptized and raised in another Christian tradition 
but interested in learning about the Catholic faith, or 
Baptized in the Catholic faith, but never received any 
formal religious training. Children of all ages are welcome 
and participate in age-appropriate meetings for their OCIA 
experience.   

 
Contact Father Albert in the Parish Office at 603.382.8324 
for more information or email at  
 

fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net. 
 

TODAY! 
 

RE Session at 10 am 
Liturgy  

 
CONFIRMATION & 
EUCHARIST WITH 

BISHOP PETER 
Sunday May 17  
10 am Liturgy 

  
 
  

   
   

   
   

  
 

    
  

   
   

   
   

 
    

 



  

SAINT LUKE THE EVANGELIST PARISH 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 
 
 

 
Join us at the Church Hall in Plaistow 

June 22-26, 9 am – NOON 
 

 
Call Miss Joyce at 603-382-8324 ext. 303 or email jszczapa@stluketheevangelist.net to 
register.  Volunteers are welcome to help ! 
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Fifth Sunday of Easter (A) 
May 3, 2026

Where the Heart Is
Fr. Joseph Juknialis

Some would say that the purpose 
of life is to save one’s soul. And 
certainly we should try, with the 

grace of God, to live our lives in such a 
way that we avoid evil and do good in 
order to do our part in building God’s 
kingdom on earth. At the same time, we 
must remember that it is God who saves 
us. We don’t save ourselves. Eternal life 
and happiness are by-products of loving 
others. If the focus of our lives is to be 
happy, we never achieve it. If we seek to 
serve others, however, happiness seems 
to find us. So it is also with eternal life.

Robert Frost’s “The Death of a Hired 

Man” is a poem about Silas, an aging 
drifter farmhand, and Warren and 
Mary, a farming couple who give Silas a 
room whenever he comes around. Silas 
comes when he is needed the least and 
leaves when his presence would be most 
helpful, all of which frustrates Warren. 
In the poem, Silas has returned, and 
Mary thinks it will be his last time—that 
he is dying. She says to Warren that 
theirs is the only home Silas has. Warren 
simply shakes his head as if to gently 
mock the idea of home: “Home is the 
place where, when you have to go there, 
/ They have to take you in.” Mary says 
it differently, “I should have called it 
/ Something you somehow haven’t to 
deserve.”

Is that not also the promise of Jesus? 
“In my Father’s house there are many 
dwelling places. If there were not, 
would I have told you that I am going 
to prepare a place for you?” (John 14:2). 
Something we somehow haven’t to 
deserve. ✟

A Word from Pope 
Leo XIV

We live in a time that rewards 
self-sufficiency, efficiency, 
performance. And yet, the 
gospel shows us that the 
measure of our humanity is not 
given by what we can achieve, 
but by our ability to let ourselves 
be loved and, when necessary, 
even helped. Jesus saves us by 
showing us that asking is not 
unworthy, but liberating.

GENERAL AUDIENCE, ROME, 
SEPTEMBER 3, 2025

Sunday Readings
Acts 6:1–7 
The word of God continued to 
spread, and the number of the 
disciples in Jerusalem increased 
greatly.

1 Peter 2:4–9
Come to him, a living stone...and, 
like living stones, let yourselves be 
built into a spiritual house.

John 14:1–12 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way and 
the truth and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me.”

• Where do you feel truly at
home?

• Is Jesus invited?

It is God who saves us.  
We don’t save ourselves.
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Catholic.
Pastoral.
Trusted.

Under Her Mantle
José Antonio Pagola

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
May 4–9

Monday, Easter Weekday: Acts 14:5–18  
/ Jn 14:21–26

Tuesday, Easter Weekday: Acts 14:19–28  
/ Jn 14:27–31a

Wednesday, Easter Weekday: Acts 15:1–6 
/ Jn 15:1–8

Thursday, Easter Weekday: Acts 15:7–21  
/ Jn 15:9–11

Friday, Easter Weekday: Acts 15:22–31  
/ Jn 15:12–17

Saturday, Easter Weekday: Acts 16:1–10  
/ Jn 15:18–21

Wisdom from Catholic Update
From “Preaching as a Sacramental Encounter” by Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR
“Preach the gospel at all times. Use words if necessary.” This maxim, attributed to 
St. Francis of Assisi, applies to homilists and to all Christians who want to model 
their faith in action. Practice what we preach. During his missionary work in Peru, 
Pope Leo XIV learned how to repair used cars for service in ministry. Undoubtedly, 
his preaching benefited from the experience. Most members of a congregation 
would find it difficult to speak for ten minutes before a crowd. Listeners should pray 
for the preacher, pray that God’s voice is heard at this time and in this place, and 
pray that a needed message is spoken. Such listeners will hear what they need to 
hear.

Catholic Update—a subscription newsletter published eleven times a year—explores Church 
tradition and teaching on contemporary topics. For more information, call 800-325-9521 or 
visit Liguori.org.

Lord Jesus, when there 
is conflict within our 
family or community, 
send your Spirit to guide 
us to reconciliation and 
unity, we pray. Amen! 
Alleluia!

The Redemptorists

In his general audience on March 
24, 2021, Pope Francis said, “Jesus 
extended Mary’s maternity to the 

entire Church when he entrusted her to his beloved disciple 
shortly before dying on the cross. From that moment on, we 
have all been gathered under her mantle, as depicted in certain 
medieval frescoes or paintings.”

Marian devotion is not about looking to Mary for 
apocalyptic messages that threaten a world engulfed in 
profanity and disbelief with terrible punishments. It is not 
about motherly protection being offered to those who do the 
right penance or recite the right prayers. It is also not about 
fostering the piety of childlike dependency and the projection 
of an idealized mother image.

We can recognize Christian truth in Marian devotion by 
asking whether it encourages self-centeredness in believers 
or opens them up to God’s plan; whether it pulls them into 
an immature relationship with an idealized mother or pushes 
them to live their faith in a mature, responsible following of 

Jesus Christ.
Contemporary Mariology at its best offers Christians an 

image of Mary as the Mother of Jesus Christ, as her Son’s 
first disciple, and as a model of authentic Christian life. More 
specifically for us today, Mary is a model of faithful acceptance 
of God in obedient faith, has an exemplary attitude of service 
to her Son and solidary concern 
for all who suffer, and is a 
woman committed to the reign 
of God, which is preached and 
promoted by her Son.

In these days of weary and 
pessimistic skepticism, Mary’s radical obedience to God and 
her confident hope can lead us toward a deeper, more faithful 
Christian life. ✟

From “Mary, The Mother of Jesus” by José Antonio Pagola, 
Liguorian, May/June 2025. For more information, call 800-325-9521 
or visit Liguori.org.

Mary is a model of 
faithful acceptance 
of God.
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