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MUSIC FOR THE LITURGY 

 
Sunday, April 12, 2026 

EASTER OCTAVE 
     

       
Gathering:    Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones 
    BB 716 
     Responsorial Psalm  (PS 145) 
 

Sing a joyful song to the Lord, Alleluia!  Let the 
heavens and earth rejoice Alleluia, Alleluia! 

      
     Sprinkling Rite: God, you have moved upon the waters, 

you have sung in the rush of wind and flame; and in 
your love, you have called us sons and daughters, 
make us people of the water and your name. 

 
     Preparation: Jesus Is Risen  BB 190 

   
     Mass Parts: Storrington Mass 
  
     Communion: Eye Has Not Seen BB 529 
 
     Sending Forth: At The Lamb’s High Feast 
    BB 177 
  
           

 
UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS 

 
April 12  Property Management 
April 19  Fuel 
May 3  Property Management 

 
 

 
 

FOR OUR RECORDS 
 
The Parish needs your help 
to keep our records current.   
If there are any births, 

deaths, marriages, moves, phone number or address 
changes in your family, please notify the Parish Office at 
603-382-8324 or by emailing the Parish Office at 
jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net.  If you are new to our 
Parish, Welcome ! Registration forms are available at the 
entrances of both churches or on our Parish website 
stlukenh.org. 
 

 

 

  PARISH STEWARDSHIP   
 
Our Parish needs to take in $9700.00 each week in order 
to make ends meet.  This amount represents an adjusted 
budget offertory of $8500.00 per week plus the 
combination of budgeted Property and Fuel second 
collections ($4800.00 per month divided into 4 weeks or 
$1200.00 weekly).  Your weekly contribution helps ensure 
that the Parish remains a vibrant community.  Please 
remember to submit your weekly gift even if you will be 
away.  Consider signing up for electronic giving (see 
below).  Your Parish depends on your responsible 
stewardship and support! 
March 29 Offertory  $9,320.83 
April 2  Rice Bowls  $3,029.50 
April 3  Holy Land Places $   822.00 
April 5  Offertory/Easter $18,378.59 
 
 
   

Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish uses Parish 
Giving to provide parishioners with an 
opportunity to make your offertory and other 
contributions through Electronic Funds Transfer 
(EFT).  Parish Giving is a simple, secure, and 
convenient way to manage your stewardship 
without weekly envelopes and without worries.  
This program is available to parishioners at no 
cost.  Log on to the St. Luke the Evangelist Parish 
website at http://stlukenh.org, click on the 
Parish Giving logo, and follow the easy 
registration instructions. 
 
You can also use your smart 
phone to scan the QR code.  
The link will take you directly 
to Parish Giving so you can 
donate. 
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FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION STATEMENT 

 
If you would like an “end of year” financial statement of 
your contributions to the Parish for 2025, please call or 
email Jackie at the Parish Office at 
jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net or 603-382-8324. 
 
Financial Statements are issued on a request only basis. 

 

 
HELP WANTED 

 
Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish in Newton-Plaistow, NH 
is searching for a PT custodian for our Preschool.  
 
The position involves custodial services after school hours 
M-F to equal ten (10) hours per week.  The successful 
candidate must be able to work independently and follow 
instructions to prepare the school environment for each 
new learning day.   
 
A perfect job for a student or a retiree, hours are 
negotiable with Pastor’s consent. 
 
Candidates must be able to work on their feet for most of 
their time, go up and down stairs and lift at least twenty-
five (25) pounds. Candidates must also complete the 
Diocese of Manchester protocols for Safe Environment,  
including a state(s) criminal background check and 
Diocesan Safe Environment database training. A full job 
description and application materials are available by 
contacting the Parish Office at (603) 382-8324 or email at 

fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net. 
 

 
OPERATION RICE BOWL 
 
Operation Rice Bowl is the official 
Lenten program of Catholic Relief 
Services. Each Lent, parishes, schools 
and other faith communities 
participate in Operation Rice Bowl to 
learn more about the work of CRS and put their faith into 
action. As a Lenten solidarity program, Operation Rice 
Bowl calls Catholics to reach out to assist our brothers and 

sisters around the world through the 
traditional Lenten practices of prayer, 
fasting, and almsgiving while learning about 
their lives overseas.  It is not too late to 
contribute by scanning the QR code or by 
visiting crsricebowl.org.  

 

 
YOUR “DROPPED DOLLAR” HARD AT WORK 

 
Thank you for your continued support of the St. Luke 
Outreach Ministry!  Please know that your “dropped 
dollars” are being used wisely to help the poor & needy in 
our area.  Your generosity does not go unnoticed.  All 
contributions go to helping families and individuals in our 
towns. 
 
Our Outreach Ministry welcomes new volunteers!  Join us 
at our monthly meeting in the Parish Hall and see what we 
are all about.  Our next meeting is April 15 at 7:00 PM. 
 

If you need assistance or need information about 
St. Luke Outreach Ministry,  

call 603-382-8324 x315. 
 
 

SHOP FOR BETHLEHEM 
 
Saint Luke Parish in Newton-
Plaistow will host a special sale 
featuring handcrafted 
olivewood items from the Holy 
Land.  Holy Land Family Gifts 
will be at Holy Angels Church, 8 
Atkinson Depot Road, Plaistow 
NH on  

Saturday, May 2, from 3:00 to 6:00 PM 
Sunday, May 3 from 10:00 AM to Noon 

 
in the Church Hall (back of the Church lower-level 
entrance).  Many gift items are available for Confirmation, 
First Eucharist, Mothers and Fathers Day.  All proceeds go 
directly to Christian families in the Bethlehem-Nazareth 
area. 
 
Visit www.holylandfamily.com for more information or to 
shop online.  Contact St. Luke Parish at 603-382-8324 for 
more information. 
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    WEEKLY CALENDAR     
 

Sunday, April 12 
7:00 am  Men’s AA – Parish Hall Plaistow 
8:00 am  Liturgy Newton 
10:00 am  Liturgy Plaistow 
11:00 am  Christmas Fair Gift Team Plaistow 
11:30 am  Parents Baptism Preparation Plaistow 
6:00 PM  Easter Evening Prayer Newton 

 
Monday, April 13 

8:00 am  Liturgy Newton 
 

Tuesday, April 14  
8:00 am  Liturgy Plaistow 

 
Wednesday, April 15 

Holy Angels Church open all day for prayer 
10:00 – Noon  Food Pantry open Plaistow 
6:30 PM      Liturgy Plaistow 
7:00 PM  Outreach Ministry Plaistow 

 
Thursday, April 16 

8:00 am   Liturgy Newton 
8:30 AM – 8:30 PM    Eucharistic Adoration Newton  
6:00 – 7:00 PM  Food Pantry open Plaistow 
7:00 PM   Knights of Columbus Rosary Newton 

 
Friday, April 17 

10:00 – Noon  Food Pantry open Plaistow 
 

Saturday, April 18 
3:00 PM  Sacrament of Reconciliation Plaistow 
4:00 PM  Vigil Liturgy Plaistow 
 

 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
We gather at the Eucharist to pray 
for anyone, living or deceased.  If you 
would like to request a Mass for a 
particular intention such as 

thanksgiving for a new birth, healing for a sick friend 
or family member, or for a deceased loved one or 
friend, please call the Parish Office at 603-382-8324 
or email the Office. The suggested donation is $10.00 
per Mass. 
 

 

    MASS INTENTIONS     
 
Saturday, April 11 ~ Easter Octave 
     Acts 4:13-21 Mk 16:9-15 (day) 
     Acts 2:42-47  1 Pt 1:3-9 Jn 20:19-31(Vigil) 
4:00 PM People of the Parish 
 Plaistow  
 
Sunday, April 12 ~ EASTER SUNDAY OCTAVE 
     Acts 2:42-47  1 Pt 1:3-9 Jn 20:19-31 
8:00 AM Daniel Verdillo by Barb & Jack Brotz 
 Newton 
10:00 AM Barbara M. Dawson by the Dawson family 
 Plaistow 
 
Monday, April 13 ~ Easter Weekday  
      Acts 4:23-31  Jn 3:1-8 
8:00 AM Patricia Goodrich - Month’s Mind 
 Newton 
 
Tuesday, April 14 ~ Easter Weekday 
     Acts 4:32-37  Jn 3:7b-15 
8:00 AM Irene Groenewal – Month’s Mind 
 Plaistow 
 
Wednesday, April 15 ~ Easter Weekday 
     Acts 5:17-26  Jn 3:16-21 
6:30 PM Albert D’Archangelo – Month’s Mind 
 Plaistow 
 
Thursday, April 16 ~ Easter Weekday 
     Acts 5:27-33  Jn 3:31-36 
8:00 am Joan Burge by the Burge family  
 Newton 
 
Friday, April 17 ~ Easter Weekday 
     Acts 5:34-42  Jn 6:1-15     NO MASS 
 
Saturday, April 18 ~ Easter Octave 
     Acts Acts 6:1-7  Jn 6:16-21 (day) 
     Acts 2:14, 22-33  1 Pt 1:17-21 Lk 24:13-35 (Vigil) 
4:00 PM Harold Edward Snow, Sr.  
 by John & Trisha Mainella 
 Plaistow  
 
Sunday, April 19 ~ Third Sunday of Easter 
     Acts 2:14, 22-33  1 Pt 1:17-21 Lk 24:13-35  
8:00 AM Nancy Simpson Santangelo  
 by Jack & Barbara Brotz 
 Newton 
10:00 AM Neophytes of the Parish 
 Plaistow 
 

 
 
You can find the Scripture readings for 
Mass by using your smart phone on thie 
QR code, or by visiting  bible.usccb.org.  
Readings are also available in audio 
format and in Spanish ! 
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2026 NEW HAMPSHIRE 
CATHOLIC APPEAL UPDATE 

 
 
The 2025 New Hampshire Catholic 
Appeal began on April 1, 2025. To 
date, the NHCA has raised 

$4,440,523,87!  Thank you for your support of the New 
Hampshire Catholic Appeal! 
 
Saint Luke Parish exceeded its 2025 goal and 
has raised $54,165.00 to date!   
 
Our NH Catholic Appeal for 2026 begins on 
April 26.  Thank you ! 
 

 
 

SANCTUARY CANDLES  
& VIGIL LIGHT 

 
The sanctuary candle in Plaistow burns 
this week in thanksgiving for past and 
present members of the Parish Music 
Ministry. 
 
The sanctuary candle in Newton burns this week in 
memory of Joan Burge by the Burge family. 
 
The sanctuary candles in both Newton and Plaistow may 
be offered in memory or in honor of a loved one. The vigil 
light in front of the Mother of God icon in Newton may 
also be offered in memory or honor of a loved one. The 
suggested offering for each is $10.00.  Please call the Parish 
Office at 603-382-8324. 
 

PLEASE HELP OUT! 
 

As you leave church, kindly take your Bulletin with you - 
or return it to the basket at the entrance of the Church, 
return your music book and Mass card to their proper 
place, and pick up after yourself as you leave.  Thanks for 
being attentive and respectful of the Lord’s house!   
 

 

HOLY ANGELS CEMETERY  
 

Holy Angels Cemetery in Plaistow 
will open for the season as of April 
15, 2026.  This decision comes as 
result of the real dangers of snow 
and ice in the Cemetery and the 
costs to Parishioners to inter 

during the winter months.  Please contact the 
Parish Office with any questions.  Opening in 
April may be delayed by additional winter 
weather. 
 
 

GLUTEN INTOLERANT? 
 

Our Parish provides an option for receiving Holy 
Communion for anyone suffering from gluten intolerance 
or celiac disease.  We use special low gluten breads that 
are fully certified for use at Mass by the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, and are laboratory tested 
to contain only .001% gluten.  Please see the Pastor 
before Mass about receiving Communion using one of 
these special hosts.  
 

 
  PARISH DIRECTORY   

 
Parish Office                                                              603-382-8324 
 
Fr. Albert Tremblay, Pastor          fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net          
Joyce Szczapa, Rel. Ed.             jszczapa@stluketheevangelist.net 
Jackie Tremblay, Administrator  jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net 
Val Barczak, Music Director   mvmbarczak@comcast.net 
Robin Thompson, Rel. Ed.       rthompson@stluketheevangelist.net                      
Elaine Kindler, Intercessory Prayer & Adoration schedule 
ekindler@stluketheevangelist.net 603-382-8324 x 314 
St. Luke Food Pantry 603-819-4949  
St. Luke Outreach Ministry                603-382-8324 x 315 
            
 

 

Out of respect for the 
Lord’s house and in 

consideration of fellow 
parishioners, please 

remember to silence or 
turn off your cell phone 

during Mass.   Thank you. 
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ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION 

 
The Diocese of 
Manchester and Bishop 
Peter Libasci invite 
couples celebrating 5, 10, 

15, 20, 25, etc. years of Marriage in 2026 to a Mass in 
celebration of wedding anniversaries. The Mass will be 
held on Sunday, June 7, at 2:00 PM at Saint Joseph 
Cathedral, Manchester. To register, please contact your 
Parish Office by May 15. The Parish Office will gather and 
submit all necessary information. Once registration has 
been completed by the Parish Office, all couples will 
receive a mailed invitation to this special celebration.  
 

 
 

 
JOIN THE KNIGHTS IN DOING GOOD ! 
KNIGHTS ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP 

 
The Knights of Columbus are offering associate 
membership to anyone who would like to participate with 
the Knights in our activities.  Membership is available to 
anyone in our parish or in the community.  There are 
currently about a dozen associate members.  It's free and 
you can pick and choose what activities you would like to 
be involved with. If you want more information about the 
Knights, including our Associate membership program, 
contact Dan Sullivan at 603-770-4803 or at 
dans49@comcast.net. 
 
MONTHLY FOOD DRIVE 
 
The Knights of Columbus 
and Saint Luke the 
Evangelist Food Pantry 
thank our parishioners for 
the ongoing support to The 
Knights of Columbus and Saint Luke the Evangelist Food 
Pantry would like to thank our parishioners for the ongoing 
support to feed those in need.  Shopping lists and bags are 
provided on the 3rd week of every month with the general 
collection of non-perishable items happening the following 
(4th) weekend.  Food donations can also be left in the 
plastic totes at the rear of either church or brought to the 
Parish Office during Office hours.  Prefer not to shop?  Gift 
cards or checks can be made out to Saint Luke Food Pantry 
anytime.  Your generosity and support are greatly 
appreciated! 
 
THURSDAY KNIGHTS ROSARY 
 
Join the Knights as they offer the 
Rosary on Thursday evenings at 7 
PM at Newton during Eucharistic 
Adoration. The Rosary is prayed for intentions for healing, 
repose of the soul, and general well-being, i.e., end to 
war/conflicts, efforts of First responders, pandemic, etc. 
Participation to offer a Rosary decade is encouraged but 
not required.  All are welcome. 
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SAINT LUKE THE EVANGELIST 
FOOD PANTRY 

 
Thank you for your support of our 
Food Pantry! Our Pantry shelves 
are empty these days!   Can you 
help? 
 
 
Hot and cold cereal  Pasta 
Pasta sauce            Canned vegetables 
Crackers, snack items  Ramen noodles  
Cookies & treats for kids  Peanut butter  
Pancake mix and syrup  Jam and Jelly 
Canned meats   Canned soup 
Tuna fish   Canned fruit 
Shelf stable milk 
 
Consider donating personal care products (shampoo, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, etc.) or household cleaning 
products, paper towels, toilet tissue, or facial tissue.  Pet 
food is always welcome!   
 
Checks made out to St. Luke Food Pantry are always useful 
and welcome.  Our Pantry spends upwards of $2000.00 per 
month to help the hungry!  

 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP 
 
Do you pray?  Are you open to growing in 
prayer?  You are warmly invited to join the 
women and men who pray for the intentions 
of parishioners, of people who leave requests 
on our Prayer Line (number below) or those who ask one 
of us personally.  Confidentiality is promised.  Using just 
someone’s first name, a list is shared weekly via email to 
the group covering all manner of conditions of health, 
financial circumstances, or any other need.  
 
We pray for our community, our families, and for the 
Church. We pray for peace throughout the world and for 
those in any kind of danger. We pray for the deceased and 
those who mourn their loss, and for the souls in purgatory. 
We also give thanks for answered prayers.  
 
Each week, these intercessions are intertwined with the 
mysteries of the Rosary. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please contact Elaine Kindler at 
ekindler@stluketheevangelist.net or leave a message at 
603-382-8324, ext. 314. 

 

 
PARISH VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 
READERS WANTED 

 
Our Parish community welcomes new 
readers for weekend and weekday 
liturgies.  Readers proclaim the readings 
and lead the assembly in the general 
intercessions.  A willing heart and clear speaking voice are 
the only qualifications needed – all other training and 
materials are provided.  Any adult or student in the 5th 
grade and up is welcome to become a Reader.  Anyone 
who is interested can see Father Albert or call the Parish 
Office for more information at 603 382 8324. 

 
YOUTH SERVERS 

  
The mission of Altar Servers is 
to minister at God’s altar with 
reverence, generosity, and love. 
The presence of Altar Servers is 
an important witness, 

reminding us that Catholics of every age have gifts to offer 
and a role in ministry. To become a youth Altar Server, 
students must be in the third grade or higher, and have 
received Confirmation & Eucharist. Parent permission 
forms are available in the Sacristy of both Churches. All 
Servers begin as “observers” and gradually learn what 
Servers do during Mass.    
 

ALTAR SERVER - ADULT 
Adult Altar Servers continue the mission of service to the 
Parish in its worship. Adults are scheduled at Saturday 
Vigil, Sunday, and Holy Day Liturgies. Adults are also 
welcome to assist at Funeral Liturgies which are typically 
held on weekdays or Saturday mornings. 

 
Contact F. Albert (fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net) 
or at 382-8324 with any questions. 
 



 
 

SAINT LUKE THE EVANGELIST PARISH                                            APRIL 12, 2026 
 

ADORERS NEEDED  
 
We are truly blessed to have times for 
Adoration of Our Lord in our Parish.  This 
time of prayer and intercession is not only 

a source of great grace for the individual but is a great 
source of grace for us as a parish family.   
 
Eucharistic Adoration is an ideal way to enrich our 
relationship with Christ in the Eucharist.  Why not 
consider Eucharistic Adoration as a Lenten way of 
prayer and contemplation? 
  
Adoration takes place each Thursday in Newton from 
8:30 AM to 8:30 PM.  We also need people at all hours so 
we can ideally have 2 people at each hour.  If you can 
commit to one hour a week in Adoration of our Lord, or if 
you can be a substitute, please contact the Parish Office at 
603-382-8324 or email Elaine Kindler at  

ekindler@stluketheevangelist.net. 
 

The Church in Plaistow is open all day on  
Wednesdays for people to stop by and pray  

before the presence of Jesus in the tabernacle. 
 

 
COLD AND FLU SEASON 

 
Feeling a little sniffle coming on?  
 
Everyone should have a sense of prudence about safe 
health practices at all times of the year.  If someone is 
truly ill, the obligation to participate in Sunday Liturgy 
does not apply.  While precautions and practices are a 
necessary part of the cold and flu season, it’s always 
important to be reasonable and prudent when we are 
ill.  Our care for each other also extends to making sure 
everyone is attended to in the best way possible. Anyone 
who has been recently exposed to COVID 19 or any other 
communicable disease should not attend public services of 
any kind.  Those sick should remain at home until such 
time as they are healthy. 

Liturgy online or on TV… 
 

Boston Catholic Television catholictv.org 
Sunday Mass from Notre Dame 
catholictv.org/masses/notre-dame-mass 
Salt & Light TV   saltandlighttv.org 
Eternal Word Television  ewtn.com 

 

 
PEOPLE OF HOPE TRAVELING MUSEUM 

APRIL 21 & 22 
The People of Hope national traveling museum is coming 
to New Hampshire! Catholic Charities NH will host this 
powerful, immersive exhibit at St. Anselm College on April 
21–22. Through moving stories and interactive displays, 
visitors will experience the realities facing neighbors in 
need and discover how living our faith through service can 
transform lives. Learn more at bethehope.us/nh or contact 
Michael at 603-663-0205. 
 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES NH 
ONLINE DEMENTIA CARE SUPPORT GROUP 

 
Are you caring for a spouse or loved one with memory 
care? We know it can be overwhelming, and we are here 
to help. Catholic Charities NH is offering a free, five-week 
online support group, “Caring for Loved Ones with 
Dementia,” beginning Wednesday, May 6. This special 
program provides education, emotional support, and an 
opportunity to connect with others navigating similar 
challenges. For more details or to sign up, visit www.cc-
nh.org/dementia, or contact Shannon at 603-448-5151; 
email shannon.popescu@nh-cc.org. There is no cost to 
attend. 

 
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 

 
A Men’s AA Step Meeting is held on Sunday 
mornings from 7:00 to 8:00 AM at the St. Luke the 
Evangelist Parish Hall (Holy Angels Church). Bring 
your own coffee.  For more information, call Joe at 
617-921-9899. 
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 
The next preparation session for 
infant Baptism will be held following 
the 10:00 am Liturgy on Sunday, April 
12 in the Hall Conference Room at 
Plaistow.  All parents planning to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism 
are welcome.    
 
Families wishing to celebrate Baptism in the Church must 
be REGISTERED (according to Church Canon law) and 
PRACTICING (attending Sunday Mass) for 3 full months 
before a Baptism can be scheduled.   The use of the 
envelope system is always optional; however, it does 
guarantee a manner of accountability.  For most families, 
the Pastor or staff can easily verify attendance during 
these three months. 
 
Baptismal Sponsors (godparents) are also regulated by 
Church Canon Law.  Sponsors must be at least 16, fully       
initiated (having received Baptism, Eucharist and      
Confirmation), be practicing Catholics living Christian lives 
consistent with the Church’s teaching, and if married, 
having celebrated the Sacrament of Matrimony in the 
Church.     Please Call the Parish Office at 603- 382-8324 
or see F. Albert with questions.  

 
 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 
 
MAYBE …. IT’S TIME  
 
To re-connect with your Church, To re-new yourself and 
others through the unique power of the Holy Spirit who 
guides us in Love and Truth. If you are a baptized Catholic, 
have received your First Communion, but decided against 
Confirmation as a teen, maybe it is time for you to re-
consider Confirmation.  
 
God does care about you. For some reason, God chose you 
to be born into a family that would bring you to the 
Catholic Church for Baptism.  So maybe -- just maybe -- 
now...it is time….to make your own choice. Confirmation.   
 
If you want to talk about the Sacrament of Confirmation, 
contact Father Albert at the Parish Office.  With a little 
time and reflection, practicing Catholics can be prepared 
to celebrate the gift of the Spirit in their lives.  

 
 

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
Religious Education Registration for the 2025-2026 
Academic Year for Grades K through 6 are held at the 10 
am Liturgy on Sunday.  
 
Our Religious Education Program follows the Sunday 
Scripture readings from the Liturgical year, so our 
students are always hearing and learning about the 
Scriptures from the current 
week. Students celebrate a 
Liturgy of the Word each 
week and then focus on the 
readings as they apply to 
some practice or teaching of the Church.  Parents are 
always welcome to attend the dismissal sessions.  
Registration for RE sessions continues in the Office in the 
Parish Hall.  Sacramental preparation programs are also 
available for young and older students. Please call F. 
Albert, Joyce Szczapa or Robin Thompson in the Parish 
Office 603-382-8324 for more information.  
 

RESTROOM BREAKS DURING MASS 
ATTENTION PARENTS ! 

 
Please be sure to accompany your young children when 
they need to use the restroom during Mass.  It is for their 
safety… and your peace of mind! 

 
HOSPITAL & NURSING HOME 

VISITATION 
 
If you or someone you know is in the 
hospital and wants to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick or 
a visit, please contact the Parish Office at 

603-382-8324.  If you or someone you know faces a 
hospital admission, make sure they know to inform the 
hospital that they are Catholic and are members of Saint 
Luke the Evangelist, Newton-Plaistow.  If a person cannot 
make this information known at the time of admission, a 
family member can make that information known to the 
hospital staff.  Because of privacy laws, the Parish cannot 
obtain information on your behalf. 

TODAY! 
 

RE Sessions resume  
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MARRIAGE IN THE CHURCH 
 
Did you know that all Catholics are required to be married  
in the Church as a condition of the validity of their 
marriage? 
 
Any Catholic married in a civil ceremony (JP) or in any 
religious ceremony other than a Catholic one (unless 
specifically excepted by the Bishop) is not living out the 
Sacrament of Marriage in its fullness according to the 
teaching of the Church.  Contact Father Albert in the 
Parish Office for more information and assistance – there 
are ways in which your situation may be resolved! 
 

BUSTED HALO 
 
Busted Halo is a unique media resource sponsored by the 

Paulist Fathers of the US that utilizes a relevant and 
accessible voice to help people understand the Catholic 

faith, put it into practice in their everyday lives, and share 
it with others.  Check out their site, podcasts and videos 

at www.bustedhalo.com. 

 
THE GOD MINUTE 

 
Every morning a small group of priests, religious, and lay 
people start their day in prayer.  Soft music, sacred 
scripture, and thoughtful reflection are weaved into a 10-
minute prayer called The God Minute.  It’s then uploaded 
for you to access and pray along with on your own time.  
And it’s free.  Listen with your coffee in the morning, while 
driving to work, or taking a walk.  See how easy and 
beautiful prayer can be. 

www.thegodminute.org 
 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
 
Let the light of your marriage sacrament 
shine for all by attending a Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Experience. Current 
dates April 17-19, 2026, Silver Bay 

YMCA, Silver Bay, NY, April 24-26, 2026, Corpus Christi 
Parish, East Sandwich, MA, June 26-28, 2026, Huntington 
Seminary, Huntington, NY. Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter sponsors a variety of in-person and virtual 
marriage experiences, some on weekends and some on 
seven weekdays. Couples explore their relationship with 
each other, God, and the Church. Registration is limited; 
there is a $100 application fee. For more information call 
Matt & Julie King at 978-870-5646 or wwme.org. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Compassionate Friends provide support for bereaved 
families after the loss of a child, grandchild, or sibling—any 
age, any cause.  For more information and to find a local 
chapter meeting, visit compassionatefriends.org. 
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Second Sunday of Easter / (Sunday of Divine Mercy) (A)
April 12, 2026

The Gift of Doubts
Fr. Joseph Juknialis

When people tell me they have 
doubts about their faith, I 
usually tell them that doubts 

can be a good thing. “Reflect on your 
doubts,” I say. So very often, the doubts 
bring someone to deeper faith and 
understanding. When people say they’re 
not sure they believe in God anymore, 
often what they mean is that they don’t 
believe in a particular idea of God, 
like the bearded old man in the sky or 
a God who “allows” children to die of 
cancer and “permits” wars that slaughter 
people. 

What such doubts ask us to do is to 
rethink our understanding of who God 
is. Tossing out our old idea of God does 
not mean there is no God. It simply 
means we had a faulty or immature 
notion of God. It may take some time to 
rethink who God is, but if we stay with 
it, do some reading, ask some questions, 
and pray over it, we may come to a 
deeper and richer understanding of God. 
In short, because I don’t understand how 
something can be does not mean that 
that something—or someone—is not 
true or real. 

In this week’s gospel, Thomas, who 
was not with the community when 
Jesus appeared, later could not believe 
that the Jesus he had known was alive. 
He doubted. Yet, when he was with 
the community the following week, 
he discovered that the risen Lord was 
indeed real but in an entirely new reality. 
It takes a community of faith to become 
a believer. ✟

A Word from Pope 
Leo XIV

The Lord shows us his wounds 
and says: Peace be with you. 
Do not be afraid to show your 
wounds healed by mercy. Do 
not be afraid to draw close to 
those who are trapped in fear 
or guilt. May the breath of the 
Spirit make us, too, witnesses of 
this peace and this love that is 
stronger than any defeat. 

GENERAL AUDIENCE, ROME,  
OCTOBER 1, 2025

Sunday Readings
Acts 2:42–47
Awe came upon everyone, and 
many wonders and signs were done 
through the apostles.

1 Peter 1:3–9
You may have to suffer through 
various trials, so...the genuineness 
of your faith...may prove to be for 
praise, glory, and honor at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.

John 20:19–31
These [signs] are written that you 
may [come to] believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah...and that through this 
belief you may have life in his name.

•	 Do I think of doubt as an 
invitation or a temptation?

•	 Has my understanding of 
God changed over the years?

Our doubts ask us to 
rethink our understanding 

of who God is.
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Catholic.
Pastoral.
Trusted.

Strong(er) in Faith Together
The Redemptorists

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
April 13–18

Monday, Easter Weekday: Acts 4:23–31  
/ Jn 3:1–8 

Tuesday, Easter Weekday: Acts 4:32–37  
/ Jn 3:7b–15 

Wednesday, Easter Weekday: Acts 5:17–26 
/ Jn 3:16–21 

Thursday, Easter Weekday: Acts 5:27–33  
/ Jn 3:31–36 

Friday, Easter Weekday: Acts 5:34–42  
/ Jn 6:1–15 

Saturday, Easter Weekday: Acts 6:1–7  
/ Jn 6:16–21

Wisdom from Catholic Update
From “Divine Mercy: Following in the Footsteps of Saint Faustina” by Fr. James 
White, CSsR
In his message for the fifty-ninth World Day of Peace, Pope Leo XIV spoke with 
urgency, begging believers to be witnesses to mercy: “The great parable of the 
Last Judgment invites all Christians to act with mercy. (See Matthew 25:31–46.) In 
doing so, they will find brothers and sisters at their side who, in different ways, have 
listened to the pain of others and freed themselves inwardly from the deception 
of violence.” The world needs the witness of disciples who embrace and practice 
mercy in their daily lives. Saint Faustina wrote, “Tell aching mankind to snuggle close 
to my merciful Heart, and I will fill it with peace” (Diary, §1074). Humankind is 
aching. With St. Maria Faustina of the Blessed Sacrament, we can each become a 
sign of God’s merciful love.

Catholic Update—a subscription newsletter published eleven times a year—explores Church 
tradition and teaching on contemporary topics. For more information, call 800-325-9521, or 
visit Liguori.org.

Lord Jesus, when we 
are tempted to doubt 
that good triumphs over 
evil, that life is stronger 
than death, fill us with 
faith and hope, we pray. 
Amen! Alleluia!

The Redemptorists

We are much like St. 
Thomas. We like to 
understand God as we 

understand a textbook. Despite walking with Jesus for three 
years, Thomas and the other apostles did not see Jesus clearly. 
He was beyond their understanding. Faith is not contrary to 
reason but reason alone is not enough to comprehend God. 
Faith is believing in something beyond our intelligence. 
When Jesus says, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
believe,” he tells us, too. When Jesus came to the closed room, 
his first greeting was, “Peace be with you.” He brings peace. 
Faith relieves you of the fear of what others will say or how 
they will treat you. This is what the apostles were frightened of. 
Jesus’ appearance relieves the apostles of this fear so that they 
could publicly proclaim the same Jesus. Relief from fear gives 
us freedom. Freedom is not something to do everything we 
like; rather, freedom is to live responsibly with fellow beings. 

The first reading tells us how the first Christian community 

lived in peace. Their happiness depended not on the things 
they held but on the eternal life they would get. They could 
easily share everything and yet live happily. Many of us are 
also like St. Thomas when 
we are separated from the 
Church. Jesus appeared to 
them when they were together, 
but St. Thomas was not there. 
He missed the risen Jesus’ 
experience. This happens even today. People believe in God 
but refuse a community experience. Church is not a perfect 
society, just like at the time of Jesus. But we have to remember 
that Jesus created the Church as a community and gave it 
power as a community. An African proverb says, “If you want 
to go fast, go alone; if you want to go far, go together.” Our 
journey is long, and it is good to go forward as a community. ✟

From Redemptorist Daily Devotional 2026, Liguori Publications 
(828966). To order, call 800-325-9521 or visit Liguori.org.

Freedom is to live 
responsibly with 
fellow beings.
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