ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

MUSIC FOR THE LITURGY

Sunday, March 15, 2026
4th Sunday of Lent

Gathering: Hold Us In Your Mercy
Responsorial Psalm (PS 51)

Be merciful O Lord for we have sinned.
Preparation: What Wondrous Love BB 400
Mass Parts: Mass For Christ The Savior
Communion: Take And Eat BB 364

We depart in silence during the Lenten season

® PARISH STEWARDSHIP %

Our Parish needs to take in $9700.00 each week in order
to make ends meet. This amount represents an adjusted
budget offertory of $8500.00 per week plus the
combination of budgeted Property and Fuel second
collections ($4800.00 per month divided into 4 weeks or
$1200.00 weekly). Your weekly contribution helps ensure
that the Parish remains a vibrant community. Please
remember to submit your weekly gift even if you will be
away. Consider signing up for electronic giving (see
below).  Your Parish depends on your responsible
stewardship and support!

Collection Amounts for March 8, 2026 will appear in
next week’s bulletin

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS

March 15 Fuel

March 22 Catholic Relief Services

April 3 Good Friday Holy Land Collection
FOR OUR RECORDS

The Parish needs your help to
keep our
If there are any births, deaths, OFFICE
marriages, moves, phone

number or address changes in your family, please notify
the Parish Office at 603-382-8324 or by emailing the
Parish Office at jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net. If you
are new to our Parish, Welcome ! Registration forms are
available at the entrances of both churches or on our
Parish website stlukenh.org.

records current.

| PARISH
A

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION STATEMENT

If you would like an “end of year” financial statement of
your contributions to the Parish for 2025, please call or
email Jackie at the Parish Office at
jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net or 603-382-8324.

Financial Statements are issued on a request only basis.

g)a‘r’ish [

"Giving

simple. secure. convenient.

Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish uses Parish
Giving to provide parishioners with
opportunity to make your offertory and other
contributions through Electronic Funds Transfer
(EFT). Parish Giving is a simple, secure, and
convenient way to manage your stewardship

an

without weekly envelopes and without worries.
This program is available to parishioners at no
cost. Logon tothe St. Luke the Evangelist Parish
website at http://stlukenh.org, click on the
Parish Giving logo, and follow the easy
registration instructions.

You can also use your smart
phone to scan the QR code.
The link will take you directly
to Parish Giving so you can
donate.

St. Luke, Newton-Plaistow, NH
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

We welcome Parishioners of all ages
t t to help sing during the holiest days
of the Church year - Holy Thursday,
HOIR Good Friday, and Easter. All you
need is a voice to sing and heart

willing to learn!

Rehearsals are at Plaistow in church on Monday
evenings from Plaistow from 5:30 -7:00

March 16
March 30

March 23

Please contact Val Barczak at church or email her at
mvmbarczak@comcast.net.

LENTEN OBSERVANCE
DAILY LITURGY
Turn
to Mon 8am Newton

Me Tues 8am  Plaistow
Wed 6:30PM Plaistow
Thurs 8 am Newton

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Stations of the Cross take place each Friday evening during
Lent at 6:30 PM, this year at the church in Newton. A
Soup Supper will follow Stations on March 27.

LENTEN EVENING PRAYER

Evening Prayer is sung at Newton at 6:00 PM on all
Sundays of Lent. Join us for a quiet time of prayer and
reflection.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Reconciliation is celebrated at Saint Luke the Evangelist
Parish on Saturdays at 3:00 at Plaistow, and on the
Sundays of Lent following 6:00 PM Evening Prayer at
Newton. You may also contact Father Albert at the Office
to arrange for an appointment. There are communal
Lenten Reconciliation Services at Mary, Queen of Peace,
Salem on Sunday, March 15 at 3 PM and at St. Michael,
Exeter on Sunday, March 22 at 3 PM.

PASCHAL CANDLE

Donations to defray the cost of the new Paschal
Candle and Initiation Candles for the Easter
Season are welcome. Contact the Parish Office
for details.

EASTER HELP NEEDED

We are looking for a few
helpers to set up, serve and do
light clean up on Saturday,
April 4 at the reception following the Great
Vigil of Easter. Set up is done on Holy Saturday
at 8:30 am, and the Great Vigil is at 8 PM. We
also welcome donations of food items... think
Easter goodies for a crowd! Contact Father
Albert in the Parish Office for more
information or to volunteer.

OPERATION RICE BOWL

Operation Rice Bowl is the official
Lenten program of Catholic Relief
Services. Each Lent, parishes, schools
and other faith communities participate
in Operation Rice Bowl to learn more
about the work of CRS and put their faith into action. As a
Lenten solidarity program, Operation Rice Bowl calls
Catholics to reach out to assist our brothers and sisters
around the world through the traditional Lenten practices
of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving while learning about
their lives overseas.

Contributions to the Rice Bowl are presented on Holy
Thursday as part of our Lenten offering. You can pick up
your CRS Rice Bowl at the entrance of the Church.

Out of respect for the Lord’s
house and in consideration of Pl[ﬂS[

fellow parishioners, please T“HH U

GELL
PHONES

remember to silence or turn off “ .
your cell phone during Mass. “ }E\\
Thank you.

St. Luke, Newton-Plaistow, NH
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

% WEEKLY CALENDAR & M MASS INTENTIONS =
Sunday, March 15 Saturday, March 14 ~ Lenten Weekday
Hos 6:1-6 Lk 18:9-14 (day)

) i . . 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a Eph 5:8-14 Jn 9:1-41 (Vigil)
7:00am  Men’s AA - Parish Hall Plaistow 4:00PM  Mary Walsh by Ann Marie Sheehan
8:00am  Liturgy Newton Plaistow
10:00 am Liturgy & Religious Education Plaistow
10:00 am OCIA Dismissal & Session Plaistow Sunday, March 15 ~ 4" Sunday of Lent
6:00PM E ing P Newt 1Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a Eph 5:8-14 Jn 9:1-41

: vening Frayer o ewton 8:00 AM Barbara Richuits by Tom & Sandy Krajewski
6:30 PM  Sacrament of Reconciliation Newton Newton

10:00 AM  Elect of the Parish
Monday, March 16 Plaistow
8:00am  Liturgy Newton

. . . Monday, March 16 ~ Lenten Weekday
5:30 PM  Choir Plaistow Is 65:17-21 Jn 4:43.54

8:00 AM Eileen Meader (B’day remembrance)
Tuesday, March 17 by Joan Meader
8:00am  Liturgy Plaistow Newton
9:00am Lenten Journey Plaistow Tuesday, March 17 ~ Lenten Weekday
6:00 PM Finance Council Plaistow Ez 47:1-9, 12 Jn 5:1-16
8:00 AM Kathleen Carroll by Barbara & Vic Pierimarchi
Wednesday, March 18 Plaistow
Holy Angels Church open all day for prayer Wednesday, March 18 ~ Lenten Weekday
10:00 - Noon Food Pantry open Plaistow Is 49:8-15 Jn 5:17-30
6:30 PM  Liturgy Plaistow 6:30 PM E'aé?éih‘zelfe‘lfgﬂd McCusker
7:00 PM Lenten Journey Plaistow P)I/aistow
7:00 PM  Outreach Ministry Plaistow
Thursday, March 19 ~ Solemnity of Saint Joseph
2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16 Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22
Thursday, March 19 Mt 1:16. 18-21. 24a
8:00am  Liturgy Newton 8:00 AM People of the Parish
8:30 AM -8:30 PM Eucharistic Adoration  Newton Newton
6:00 - 7:00 PM Food Pantry open Plaistow Friday, March 20 ~ Lenten Weekday
Wis 2:1a, 12-22 Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Friday, March 20 NO MASS
i . Saturday, March 21 ~ Lenten Weekday
10:00 - Noon Food Pathry open Plaistow Jer 11:18-20 Jn 7:40-53 (day)
6:30 PM  Lenten Stations of the Cross Newton Ez 37:12-14 Rom 8:8-11 Jn 11:1-45 (Vigil)
4:00 PM Jean Bretton by the Gagnon family
Saturday, March 21 Plaistow
8:00am Lenten Journey o PIa!stow Sunday, March 22 ~ 5" Sunday of Lent
3:00 PM Sacrament of Reconciliation Plaistow Ez 37:12-14 Rom 8:8-11 Jn 11:1-45
8:00 AM Vincent Early by Kathy & Dan Sullivan
MASS INTENTIONS Newton .
We gather at the Eucharist to pray for 10:00 AM Lau_ra Berni by Joanne Naughton
- . Plaistow
anyone, living or deceased. If you would like

Mass to request a Mass for a particular intention

Intentions .. . . (88 COke
‘ ‘ such as thanksgwmg for a new birth, healing You can find the Scripture readings for ﬂﬁ 4
for a sick friend or family member, or for a deceased loved < ¢

) ) ) Mass by visiting bible.usccb.org.
one or friend, please call the Parish Office at 603-382-8324 Readings are also available in audio ‘

or email the Office. The suggested donation is $10.00 per format and in Spanish ! s
Mass.

UNIT
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

2025 NEW HAMPSHIRE
CATHOLIC APPEAL UPDATE

The 2025 New Hampshire Catholic
- T2 Appeal will be ending on March 31,
- ’?f//” m‘\\, ~ 2026. We thank all who have
K% & contributed to this year’s Appeal. To

4 o orr ¥ date, over $4.3 million has been
raised for the vital ministries to our faith in New
Hampshire. For those who have a pledge gift or a recurring
gift to the 2025 Appeal, please note the following:

Pledges: All pledges must be fulfilled by March 31, 2026. If
you are paying your pledge by credit cards, no payments
will be taken after March 31, 2026. If you are paying by
check, any payments received after March 31, 2026, will be
credited to the 2026 Appeal. If you are uncertain if your
pledge will be completed by March 31, 2026, please contact
Anne Marie Ashford at 603-663-0152 or
aashford@rcbm.org

Recurring Gifts: Recurring credit card gifts are monthly
gifts that do not have a determined end date. If you have
a monthly recurring credit card gift to the 2025 NHCA, it
will be automatically renewed for the 2026 Appeal on April
1, 2026. If you would like to change your recurring gift for
the 2026 appeal, please again contact Anne Marie Ashford
at 603-663-0152 or aashford@rcbm.org

Again, thank you for your support of the New Hampshire
Catholic Appeal!

Saint Luke Parish has exceeded its goal and has
raised $54,165.00 to date! Our Appeal for 2026
begins on April 26. Thank you!

WINTER WEATHER CLOSINGS

Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish Office,
Holy Angels Cemetery Office, Saint
Luke Food Pantry, and the Parish
Liturgical schedule complies with the longstanding
inclement weather policy of Saint Luke Religious
Education Program and Holy Angels Pre-School-
Kindergarten:

If the Timberlane and/or Sanborn regional school
districts close because of inclement weather, ALL Parish
Offices and Parish programs will be closed or
suspended. All activities by any Parish or non-Parish
groups will be cancelled for that day/evening on both
campuses. Weekend Parish activities will be cancelled
at the discretion of the Pastor and Staff.

In the event of a weather-related closing, the scheduled
weekday Liturgy will not be held, and the intention (if any)
will be moved to a conveniently available date.

Sunday (or Saturday evening) liturgies can never be
cancelled, weekday Liturgies are seldom canceled, but
all are advised to use prudence when deciding to travel
to Church during winter storms.

SANCTUARY CANDLES & VIGIL
LIGHT

The sanctuary candle in Newton
burns this week in memory of Ralph
& Sophie Petillo by Barb & Jack Brotz

The sanctuary candles in both Newton and Plaistow may
be offered in memory or in honor of a loved one. The vigil
light in front of the Blessed Mother icon in Newton may
also be offered in memory or honor of a loved one. The
suggested offering for each is $10.00. Please call the Parish
Office at 603-382-8324.

HOLY ANGELS CEMETERY CLOSED

Holy Angels Cemetery in Plaistow is closed from
December 1, 2025, until Spring 2026. This
decision comes as result of the real dangers of
snow and ice in the Cemetery and the costs to
Parishioners to inter during the winter months.
Please contact the Parish Office with any
questions.

AWAY THIS WINTER?

We appreciate all Parishioners
and Friends of our Community
who remember to send in your
Parish  Offertory during the
Winter even when on vacation or
visiting other parishes. Thank you for remembering that
our expenses also continue through the Winter months.
We invite others to consider doing the same before or
even after you return home.

St. Luke, Newton-Plaistow, NH
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

GLUTEN INTOLERANT?

Our Parish provides an option for receiving Holy
Communion for anyone suffering from gluten intolerance
or celiac disease. We use special low gluten breads that
are fully certified for use at Mass by the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops, and are laboratory tested
to contain only .001% gluten. Please see the Pastor
before Mass about receiving Communion using one of
these special hosts.

PLEASE HELP OUT!

As you leave church, kindly take your Bulletin with you -
or return it to the basket at the entrance of the Church,
return your music book and Mass card to their proper
place, and pick up after yourself as you leave. Thanks for
being attentive and respectful!

% PARISH DIRECTORY %

603-382-8324
Fr. Albert Tremblay, Pastor fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net
Joyce Szczapa, Rel. Ed. jszczapa@stluketheevangelist.net
Jackie Tremblay, Administrator jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net
Val Barczak, Music Director mvmbarczak@comcast.net
Robin Thompson, Rel. Ed. rthompson@stluketheevangelist.net
Elaine Kindler, Intercessory Prayer & Adoration schedule
ekindler@stluketheevangelist.net 603-382-8324 x 314

St. Luke Food Pantry 603-819-4949

St. Luke Outreach Ministry 603-382-8324 x 315

Parish Office

SAINT LUKE THE EVANGELIST
FOOD PANTRY

Thank you for your support of our
Food Pantry! Our Pantry shelves

are empty these days! Can you
help?
Hot and cold cereal Pasta

Pasta sauce

Crackers, snack items
Cookies & treats for kids
Pancake mix and syrup
Canned meats

Tuna fish

Shelf stable milk

Canned vegetables
Ramen noodles
Peanut butter

Jam and Jelly
Canned soup
Canned fruit

Consider donating personal care products (shampoo,
toothpaste, toothbrushes, etc.) or household
cleaning products, paper towels, toilet tissue, or facial
tissue. Pet food is always welcome!

Checks made out to St. Luke Food Pantry are always
useful and welcome. Our Pantry spends upwards of
$2000.00 per month to help the hungry!

V.

Saint Luke the Evangelist
OUTREACH MINISTRY

YOUR “DROPPED DOLLAR” HARD AT WORK

Thank you for your continued support of the St. Luke
Outreach Ministry! Please know that your “dropped
dollars” are being used wisely to help the poor & needy in
our area. Your generosity does not go unnoticed. All
contributions go to helping families and individuals in our
towns.

Our Outreach Ministry welcomes new volunteers! Join us
at our monthly meeting in the Parish Hall and see what we
are all about. Our next meeting is March 18 at 7:30 PM.

If you need assistance or need information about
St. Luke Outreach Ministry,
call 603-382-8324 x315.

If you haven't already, it's time to like the
St. Luke the Evangelist Parish — Newton/Plaistow
Facebook Page!

And then share the news with others through
Facebook, What's App, or any other social media
you have access to use.

Help get the word out about all that's going on at our Parish!

St. Luke, Newton-Plaistow, NH
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SAINT LUKE THE EVANGELIST PARISH

MARCH 15, 2026

b KNIGHTS
y> OF COLUMBUS

IN SERVICE TO ONE. IN SERVICE TO ALL.

JOIN THE KNIGHTS IN DOING GOOD'!
KNIGHTS ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP

The Knights of Columbus are offering associate
membership to anyone who would like to participate with
the Knights in our activities. Membership is available to
anyone in our parish or in the community. There are
currently about a dozen associate members. It's free and
you can pick and choose what activities you would like to
be involved with. If you want more information about the
Knights, including our Associate membership program,
contact Dan Sullivan at 603-770-4803 or at
dans49@comcast.net.

MONTHLY FOOD DRIVE

The Knights of Columbus Kty
and  Saint Luke  the 0r
Evangelist Food Pantry

thank our parishioners for Fﬂmﬁlﬁes
the ongoing support to The

Knights of Columbus and Saint Luke the Evangelist Food
Pantry would like to thank our parishioners for the ongoing
support to feed those in need. Shopping lists and bags are
provided on the 3" week of every month with the general
collection of non-perishable items happening the following
(4™ weekend. Food donations can also be left in the
plastic totes at the rear of either church or brought to the
Parish Office during Office hours. Prefer not to shop? Gift
cards or checks can be made out to Saint Luke Food Pantry
anytime.  Your generosity and support are greatly
appreciated!

COLD AND FLU SEASON

Feeling a little sniffle coming on?

Everyone should have a sense of
prudence about safe health
practices at all times of the year. If someone is truly ill,
the obligation to participate in Sunday Liturgy does not
apply. While precautions and practices are a necessary
part of the cold and flu season, it’s always important to be
reasonable and prudent when we are ill. Our care for each
other also extends to making sure everyone is attended to
in the best way possible. Anyone who has been recently
exposed to COVID 19 or any other communicable disease
should not attend public services of any kind. Those sick
should remain at home until such time as they are
healthy.

Liturgy onlineoron TV...

Boston Catholic Television
Sunday Mass from Notre Dame
catholictv.org/masses/notre-dame-mass

Salt & Light TV saltandlighttv.org
Eternal Word Television ewtn.com

catholictv.org

And remember... bed rest and chicken soup can
sometimes be a “sacramental” experience!

DIOCESAN CAMPS

The Diocese of Manchester has announced a
limited number of scholarships to Camps
il Bernadette (girls) and Camp Fatima (boys)
for the upcoming season. Families wishing to

be nominated for these scholarships should
contact Father Albert at the Parish Office for more
information.

]

= Camps

INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP

Do you pray? Are you open to growing in prayer? You are
warmly invited to join the women and men who pray for
the intentions of parishioners, of people who leave
requests on our Prayer Line (number below) or those who
ask one of us personally. Confidentiality is promised.
Using just someone’s first name, a list is shared weekly via
email to the group covering all manner of conditions of
health, financial circumstances, or any other need.

We pray for our community, our families, and for the
Church. We pray for peace throughout the world and for
those in any kind of danger. We pray for the deceased and
those who mourn their loss, and for the souls in purgatory.
We give thanks for answered prayers.

Each week, these intercessions are intertwined with the
mysteries of the Rosary. If you have any questions or
concerns, please contact Elaine Kindler at
ekindler@stluketheevangelist.net or leave a message at
603-382-8324, ext. 314.




SAINT LUKE THE EVANGELIST PARISH

MARCH 15, 2026

PARISH VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

READERS WANTED

Our Parish community welcomes new
readers for weekend and weekday
liturgies. Readers proclaim the readings
and lead the assembly in the general intercessions. A
willing heart and clear speaking voice are the only
qualifications needed - all other training and materials are
provided. Any adult or student in the 5" grade and up is
welcome to become a Reader. Anyone who is interested
can see Father Albert or call the Parish Office for more
information at 603 382 8324.

ALTAR SERVERS WELCOME

YOUTH SERVERS
The mission of the St. Luke the
pecoMeaN AR servir  Evangelist Altar Servers is to

minister at God’s altar with reverence, generosity, and
love. The presence of Altar Servers is an important
witness, reminding us that Catholics of every age have
gifts to offer and a role in ministry. To become a youth
Altar Server, students must be in the third grade or higher,
and have received Confirmation & Eucharist. Parent
permission forms are available in the Sacristy of both
Churches. All Servers begin as “observers” and gradually
learn what Servers do during Mass.

ALTAR SERVER - ADULT
Adult Altar Servers continue the mission of service to the
Parish in its worship. Adults are scheduled at Saturday
Vigil, Sunday, and Holy Day Liturgies. Adults are also
welcome to assist at Funeral Liturgies which are typically
held on weekdays or Saturday mornings.

Contact F. Albert (fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net)
or at 382-8324 with any questions.

Mass Times for travel

"i'ﬁ'i"sétimes.nrg

"come to me all of yvou™
« Miattew 11: 58

ADORERS NEEDED =
We are truly blessed to have times for TR
Adoration of Our Lord in our Parish. H
This time of prayer and intercession is A

not only a source of great grace for the
individual but is a great source of grace for us as a parish
family. We have many who have made the commitment
to spend an hour each week with our Eucharistic Lord.

Eucharistic Adoration is an ideal way to enrich our
relationship with Christ in the Eucharist. Why not
consider Eucharistic Adoration as a Lenten way of
prayer and contemplation?

Adoration takes place each Thursday in Newton from
8:30 AM to 8:30 PM. We also need people at all hours so
we can ideally have 2 people at each hour. If you can
commit to one hour a week in Adoration of our Lord, or if
you can be a substitute, please contact the Parish Office at
603-382-8324 or email Elaine Kindler at
ekindler@stluketheevangelist.net.

The Church in Plaistow is open all day on
Wednesdays for people to stop by and pray
before the presence of Jesus in the tabernacle.

THE GOD MINUTE

Every morning a small group of priests, religious, and lay
people start their day in prayer. Soft music, sacred
scripture, and thoughtful reflection are weaved into a 10-
minute prayer called The God Minute. It’s then uploaded
for you to access and prayer along with on your own time.
And it’s free. Listen with your coffee in the morning, while
driving to work, or taking a walk. See how easy and
beautiful prayer can be.
www.thegodminute.org

Volunteers Needed for St. Gianna’s Place

St Gianna's Place needs Catholic women to help women
in unexpected pregnancies at our home in southern NH.
Opportunities include; teaching weekly classes,
cleaning, babysitting, transportation, office help,
providing dinner, and more. If you want to serve, please
email Admin@StGiannasPlace.org.




SAINT LUKE THE EVANGELIST PARISH

MARCH 15, 2026

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

The next preparation session for infant
Baptism will be held at NOON on
Sunday, March 8 (note time change)
in the Hall Conference Room at
Plaistow. All parents planning to
celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism
are welcome.

UAVAN)
BAPTISM

Families wishing to celebrate Baptism in the Church must
be REGISTERED (according to Church Canon law) and
PRACTICING (attending Sunday Mass) for 3 full months
before a Baptism can be scheduled. The use of the
envelope system is always optional; however, it does
guarantee a manner of accountability. For most families,
the Pastor or staff can easily verify attendance during
these three months.

Baptismal Sponsors (godparents) are also regulated by
Church Canon Law. Sponsors must be at least 16, fully
initiated (having received Baptism, Eucharist and
Confirmation), be practicing Catholics living Christian lives
consistent with the Church’s teaching, and if married,
having celebrated the Sacrament of Matrimony in the
Church.  Please Call the Parish Office at 603- 382-8324
or see F. Albert with questions.

THE SACRAMENT OF
CONFIRMATION

MAYBE .... IT’S TIME

To re-connect with your Church, To re-
new yourself and others through the
unique power of the Holy Spirit who guides us in Love and
Truth. If you are a baptized Catholic, have received your
First Communion, but decided against Confirmation as a
teen, maybe it is time for you to re-consider Confirmation.

God does care about you. For some reason, God chose you
to be born into a family that would bring you to the
Catholic Church for Baptism. So maybe -- just maybe --
now...it is time....to make your own choice. Confirmation.

If you want to talk about the Sacrament of Confirmation,
contact Father Albert at the Parish Office. With a little
time and reflection, practicing Catholics can be prepared
to celebrate the gift of the Spirit in their lives.

2%
voll B RELIGIOUS
NS @WEDUCATION

7

o)

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Religious Education Registration for the 2025-2026
Academic Year for Grades K through 6 are held at the 10
am Liturgy on Sunday.

Our Religious Education Program follows the Sunday
Scripture readings from the Liturgical year, so our
students are always hearing and learning about the
Scriptures from the current
week. Students celebrate a TODAY!
Liturgy of the Word each week

and then focus on the readings Mar_ch 15
as they apply to some practice or Sessions at
’ / 10 am Liturgy

teaching of the Church. Parents
are always welcome to attend
the dismissal sessions. Registration for RE sessions
continues in the Office in the Parish Hall. Sacramental
preparation programs are also available for young and
older students. Please call F. Albert, Joyce Szczapa or
Robin Thompson in the Parish Office 603-382-8324 for
more information.

RESTROOM BREAKS DURING MASS
ATTENTION PARENTS!!

Please be sure to accompany your young children when
they need to use the restroom during Mass. It is for their
safety... and your peace of mind!

BUSTED HALO

Busted Halo is a unique media resource sponsored by the
Paulist Fathers of the US that utilizes a relevant and
accessible voice to help people understand the Catholic
faith, put it into practice in their everyday lives, and share
it with others. Check out their site, podcasts and videos at
www.bustedhalo.com.




SAINT LUKE THE EVANGELIST PARISH

MARCH 15, 2026

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
WELCOME IN CHRIST!

Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish invites all to a deeper love
of Jesus and to a fullness of communion with the Church.
The ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS
(OCIA) is a process where adults and older children are
welcomed into the Catholic Church.

PRAY FOR OUR CATECHUMENS & CANDIDATES

Do you know someone who is thinking about becoming part
of our Catholic community? Are you the non-Catholic
spouse of a parishioner who is wondering about full
communion with the Church? Are you an adult Catholic
who for whatever reason, “missed” one or more of the
sacraments of initiation while growing up? Do you have
children over 7 years of age who were never Baptized, or
older children who “missed” sacraments?

The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (and its
adapted form for children) welcomes all kinds of people
into the Catholic family. The OCIA is for any adult who is:
unbaptized and recognizes a need for spirituality in their
life or Baptized and raised in another Christian tradition
but interested in learning about the Catholic faith, or
Baptized in the Catholic faith, but never received any
formal religious training. Children of all ages are welcome
and participate in age-appropriate meetings for their OCIA
experience.

Contact Father Albert in the Parish Office at
603.382.8324 for more information or email at
fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net.

MARRIAGE IN THE CHURCH

Did you know that all Catholics are required to be married
in the Church as a condition of the validity of their
marriage?

Any Catholic married in a civil ceremony (JP) or in any
religious ceremony other than a Catholic one (unless
specifically excepted by the Bishop) is not living out the
Sacrament of Marriage in its fullness according to the
teaching of the Church. Contact Father Albert in the
Parish Office for more information and assistance - there
are ways in which your situation may be resolved!

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

A Men’s AA Step Meeting is held on Sunday
mornings from 7:00 to 8:00 AM at the St. Luke the
Evangelist Parish Hall (Holy Angels Church). Bring
your own coffee. For more information, call Joe at
617-921-9899.

Retrouvaille Means Rediscovery
W Strengthen Your Marriage @

Reconnect, communicate better, and
navigate conflict with confidence.

» REGISTRATION INCLUDES 2 NIGHTS ACCOMODATIONS AND 5 MEALS
+ 3-PHASE PROGRAM: POST WEEKEND SESSIONS ARE VIRTUAL
+ MONTHLY ENRICHMENT OFFERED IN PERSON AND VIRTUAL

Don't wait—take the first siep toward building the
strong, loving marriage you deserve.

Visit our website to find upcoming dates near you
"Nretrouvaille

i
| AW 508-271-7155
| W MarriageHelpNewEngland.org

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

Don’t you and your spouse deserve a
beautiful, romantic weekend away
together? Get away from all those
worldly anxieties and take time to just
focus on each other by making a Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekend. Deepen your communication,
strengthen your relationship, rekindle your romance, and
renew your sacrament by attending the next Worldwide
Marriage Encounter weekend in New England. For more
information, call Ralph & Jane Becker at 1-800-710-9963
or visit www.wwme.org.




SAINT LUKE THE EVANGELIST
LENT- EASTER LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
2026

THE BEGINNING OF THE LENTEN FAST
FEBRUARY 18

ASH WEDNESDAY LITURGY 8am (N)
DISTRIBUTION OF ASHES SERVICE  12:15 PM (P)
ASH WEDNESDAY LITURGY 6:30 pm (P)

RECONCILIATION: Plaistow: Saturdays 3-3:30 PM

(except Holy Saturday)
Newton: Sundays of Lent 6:30 pm

Monday of Holy Week - Diocesan Day of Reconciliation

Plaistow 11:00am - 1:00 PM; Newton 5:00-7:00 PM. All Diocese
of Manchester Parishes will participate, check local Parishes for

schedules

RECONCILIATION SERVICES

Sunday, March 15 3 PM, Mary, Queen of Peace, Salem

Sunday, March 22 3 PM, Saint Michael, Exeter

HOLY WEEK
Monday of Holy Week - Liturgy at 8 am - Newton
Tuesday of Holy Week - Liturgy at 8 am - Plaistow
Wednesday of Holy Week - Liturgy at 6:30 pm - Plaistow
Tenebrae at 7:30 PM

Pray + Fast + Give

LENTEN SEASON DAILY LITURGIES

M 8 am Newton
T 8am Plaistow
W 6:30 pm Plaistow
Th 8 am Newton

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Fridays of Lent " 6:30 pm - Newton
Lenten Soup Supper March 27

LENTEN EVENING PRAYER
Sunday evenings of Lent
at Newton, 6 PM

PASCHAL TRIDUUM

HOLYTHURSDAY APRIL 2 - Morning prayer 8 am - Newton
Mid-day prayer 12 noon - Newton

LITURGY OF THE LORD'S SUPPER 6:30 PM - Newton
- Eureharistic Adoration follows-
Night Prayer 9:00 pm - Newton

GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 3 - Morning prayer 8 am - Plaistow
Mid-day prayer 12 noon - Plaistow
Stations of the Cross 3 pm - Newton

PASSION SERVICE & HOLY COMMUNION
6:30 PM - Plaistow

HOLY SATURDAY APRIL 4 -

Morning Prayer 8 am -
Plaistow

Mid-day Prayer 12 noon -
Plaistow

EASTER GREAT VIGIL
AT8 PM - Plaistow

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 5
Easter Sunday Liturgies
8 AM - Newton
10 AM - Plaistow
Easter Solemn Vespers with Benediction at 6 pm - Newton

Holy Angels Church 8 Atkinson Depot Rd. Plaistow
Mary, Mother of the Church 12 Amesbury Rd. Newton

603 382-8324 www.stlukenh.org




LENTEN REGULATIONS

FASTING

Fasting for anyone between 21 and 59 years of age
means having only one full meal to maintain one’s
strength. Two smaller meatless and penitential meals
are permitted according to one’s needs, but should
not equal the one full meal. One may, however, enter
more into the spiritual element of fasting and not
partake of any of the above-mentioned meals. Eating
between meals is not permitted; but liquids,
including milk and juices are allowed. Days of
fasting are Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.
Wednesdays and Fridays are also traditional fast
| - days; however, one may fast on any day of the week.

ABSTINENCE

Abstinence is the observance for all those 14 years of age or older to forego the eating of
meat on: Ash Wednesday; all Fridays in Lent and on Good Friday. When health or ability
to work would be seriously affected, this discipline does not apply.

EASTER PRECEPT

The Easter Precept — or Easter Duty is the decree for all the faithful to receive Holy
Communion at least during the Easter Season (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2042).
The faithful must celebrate the Sacrament of Penance at least once a year in preparation for
the reception of Holy Eucharist. Traditionally, the Church has marked the time in which
one may fulfill the Easter Duty between the First Sunday of Lent and Trinity Sunday. A
monthly celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation is encouraged for all.

PRAYER AND ALMSGIVING

All of the faithful are encouraged to spend additional time in prayer during the Lenten
season, and to participate in the devotional practices of the Parish. It is also praise worthy
for the faithful to give generously to charities and to their Church during this Season of
Sacrifice.



Lenten Prayer and Liturgy

The Church invites all people to special moments of prayer during the season of Lent. It is a common

custom for people to make room in their schedule for daily Eucharist, which we celebrate as follows
during the Lenten season:

Monday 8 am Newton
Tuesday 8 am Plaistow
Wednesday 6:30 PM Plaistow
Thursday 8 am Newton

Another Lenten custom involves taking a journey... to the Holy Land! Going on pilgrimage has always
been an important part of our Christian tradition. By visiting a place where a religious event occurred, a
pilgrim hoped to share in the experience associated with that place. The desire to visit Jerusalem and
the Holy Land was very important to Christians long ago, but because of the
danger and expense of travel, and the political climate of Palestine, such a
journey was not always feasible. When the Friars of the Franciscan Order
took over the care of the Holy Places in Jerusalem in 1342, they began to
erect “Stations” in Churches back home in Europe. It was a way to “go” to
the Holy Land without ever leaving home. The custom of the Stations
quickly spread to parish Churches, and the devotion of the Stations of the
Cross was born.

We walk the Stations of the Cross each Friday of Lent at 6:30 at NEWTON.
Using various versions and forms of the Stations, and led by various groups
in the Parish, we make Jesus’ journey to the Cross our own. Our Lenten Soup
‘Fmﬂmgm Siaﬁm t!f'ﬂdt tros  Supper will be held following Stations on Friday, March 27.

Baptismal Font and
Holy Water Font

During Lent, we pray and prepare to renew our own Baptismal promises even

as we pray as a community for those to be Baptized. Following ancient

custom, the Sacrament of Baptism is not ordinarily celebrated during Lent,

and the Baptismal Font itself is sealed. We also “fast” from the Baptismal water usually
present at the doors of the Church. The entire Church waits with Jesus in the desert,
praying for the Living Waters of Easter.

Lenten Space, Silence, & Music

During Lent, the Church’s lighting is dimmed so as to encourage an
atmosphere of prayer and introspection. Our Assembly’s music is
more meditative and somber.

We leave at the end of Mass in silence,

reflecting on our mission as Disciples to pray, fast, and to give of
ourselves in the coming week.




Scrutinies

Every time we celebrate the sacrament of Baptism, we ask the questions, “Do you renounce
Satan? And all his works? And all his empty promises?” These are serious questions. We should
consider them carefully before answering. And that is what the Elect, those preparing to be baptized at
the Easter Vigil, spend much of Lent doing.

For those who are making their final preparation for Baptism, Lent is a time of purification and
enlightenment. They examine their lives in the light of God’s word and ask the entire Christian
community to pray that whatever is weak and sinful within them may be eliminated, and that whatever
is good and holy may be affirmed. And we do. After the homily, in a litany of intercession, we
proclaim the power of Jesus over all sin. Then we pray over the elect for their deliverance and
strengthening. The Presider, catechists, sponsors and other members of the community also may lay
their hands on the heads of the elect in an ancient sign of forgiveness, healing and empowerment.

Because the entire community will renew its baptismal promises at Easter, we too examine our
lives in light of God’s word. Of course, this is something we should be doing throughout the year, but
we focus on this self-examination in a special way during Lent. In every community that will baptize
adults or older children at the Easter Vigil, special rites known as the “scrutinies” are celebrated at
liturgy on the third, fourth and fifth Sundays of Lent.

On these Sundays, the Gospel readings are from the Gospel of John; they are the stories of the
Samaritan woman whom Jesus meets at Jacob’s well, the healing and coming to faith of the man born
blind, and the raising of Lazarus from the dead. These readings have been used for centuries to prepare
the elect and the church for Baptism. The readings focus on sin and redemption using the images of
thirst and water, darkness and light, death and life. By examining ourselves through these readings, we
come to know how we have become parched, how we have been blinded, how we have become
deadened through sin. When we and the elect are asked at Easter to renounce Satan, evil works and
empty promises, our answer can be a thoughtful, strong and heartfelt “I do.”

© 1997 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL 60622-1101; 1-800-933-1800. Text by Vietoria M. Tufano.
Art by Annika Nelson.



PRAY FOR OUR ELECT

chosen by Bishop Peter for the Easter Sacraments!

On Saturday, April 4 at the Great Vigil of Easter, the most holy day of the Christian
year, or on subsequent Sundays of the Easter season, our Elect will celebrate with us as
fully initiated Catholics...please pray for them.

CATECHUMENS

Vivian St. Hilaire
Trevor Buteau

Candidates for Full Communion with the Church,
Confirmation and Eucharist

Gary Castiglione
Darrell Britton
Tucker Carlisle

Candidates for Eucharist and Confirmation

Rebecca Callaway
Halle Curley
Scott Maxwell
Ryan Cawthron
Steven Halloran

Please consider writing a note or sending a card of support to any of our Elect. You can
drop cards into the collection baskets, or drop them off at the Parish Office.
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Bringing Home
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Fourth Sunday of Lent (A)

March 15, 2026

Coming of Age, Coming of

Faith

Fr. Joseph Juknialis

before age thirty-five. I don’t think

there is anything magical about that
age. Some in their seventies still have
not yet come to be people of faith, and
there are those who, at a very young

I t is said we never become believers

age, seem to have entrusted their lives
to God. What the age of thirty-five does
say, however, is that most people need
to have lived a while and experienced a
few ups and downs to recognize there
is a power in their lives greater than
themselves.

Sunday Readings

1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a

God does not see as a mortal, who
sees the appearance. The Lorp looks
into the heart.

Ephesians 5:8-14

Take no part in the fruitless works of
darkness; rather, expose them.

John 9:1-41 or John 9:1, 6-9,
13-17, 34-38

Jesus said, “l came into this world
for judgment, so that those who do
not see might see, and those who
do see might become blind.”

This week’s gospel story of the man
born blind encapsulates a lifelong
journey of coming to see who Jesus
is, compressed into a few days. When
asked who cured him of blindness, the
man first says that the man Jesus did it.
Brought to testify before the Pharisees,
he says that Jesus must be a prophet.
Confronted by the Pharisees a second
time, he testifies that Jesus must be of
God. Finally, when he sees Jesus again,
he calls him Lord, a name for God. The
story is a parable of sorts about how we
come to have faith, to see with new and
different eyes.

Faith involves trusting—sometimes
trusting an unseen power who
feels absent at times— and about
surrendering control over our lives to
God as we come to see in an entirely new
way. It can take a lifetime to begin seeing
in such a way. ¥

The story of the man
born blind encapsulates a
lifelong journey of coming

to see who Jesus is.

A Word from Pope
Leo XIV

Dear brothers and sisters, let

us trustfully bring our ailments
before Jesus, and also those of
our loved ones; let us bring the
pain of those who feel lost and
without a way out. Let us cry out
for them, too, and we will be
certain that the Lord will hear us.

GENERAL AUDIENCE, ROME,
JUNE 11, 2025

REFLECTION
QUESTIONS

ONE2LION2

BEEIECLIOU

*  Where am | on the journey of
faith?

* How open are my eyes?

© 2026 Liguori Publications, a Ministry of the Redemptorists | Liguori.org



“Surely
Y Are We7”

The Redemptorists

s Jesus and his disciples walk
past a man blind from birth,
the disciples ask, “Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
Jesus’ reply shifts the conversation: “Neither he nor his parents
sinned; it is so that the works of God might be made visible
throught him” (John 9:3).

That statement opens our eyes to something deeper. This
man, blind from birth, is more than just an individual in a
miraculous healing story. He represents each one of us. All
of us, in some way, are blind—unable to see God, others, or
ourselves as we truly are.

The Pharisees in the gospel could see physically, but
spiritually they were in darkness. They saw the healed
man and rejected the miracle. They questioned his story,
interrogated his parents, and remained blind to the truth
standing before them—]Jesus, the Light of the World. Their
pride made them certain of their own vision, and that very
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Wisdom from Catholic Update

From “Preaching as a Sacramental Encounter” by Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR

Congregations include people who call themselves conservative or liberal,
traditional or progressive, conventional or cutting-edge. The preacher is one
person who cannot possibly lean in the same direction as every member of the

We Are Not Blind,

certainty made them blind to grace.

They ask, “Surely we are not also blind, are we?” (John
9:40). But that’s the irony:
until we recognize our
blindness, we cannot be
healed. And true blindness
isn’t about our eyes. It’s
not about poor sight or
darkness around us. It’s the darkness within us—the pride,
fear, and assumptions that distort our vision.

How we understand
God depends on the
condition of our heart.

How we see others, how we interpret life, and how we
understand God all depend on the condition of our heart.
As the saying goes, “We don’t see things as they are; we see
them as we are.” Until Christ opens our inner eyes, our seeing
remains clouded. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if Jesus healed us
all from this inner blindness? ¥

From Redemptorist Daily Devotional 2026 (828966). To order, call
800-325-9521 or visit Liguori.org.

PRAYER

So that our eyes may be

congregation. The challenge for preachers is to avoid appealing only to those who
prefer a certain style of liturgy. Likewise, they must prevent themselves from being
special-interest spokespeople of a political party, especially in today’s climate, when
partisanship foments extremism. In his 2017 homily for Pentecost, Pope Francis said
that when Christians “take sides and form parties, when we adopt rigid and airtight
positions, [we] become Christians on the right’ or the ‘left’ before being on the side
of Jesus.”

open to your presence
everywhere and in
everyone, we pray—
Lord, let us be like you.
The Redemptorists
Catholic Update—a subscription newsletter published eleven times a year—explores Church
tradition and teaching on contemporary topics. For more information, call 800-325-9521 or

visit Liguori.org.

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 0

© 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
$000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Monday, Lenten Weekday: Is 65:17-21 / Thursday, St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed
WEEKDAY Jn 4:43-54 Virgin Mary: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16 /

Tuesday, Lenten Weekday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/ Rom 4:13,16-18, 22 / Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a
READ'NGS Jn 51-16 or Lk 2:41-51a

Wednesday, Lenten Weekday: Is 49:8-15 / Friday, Lenten Weekday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22 /
March 16-21 Jn 5:17-30 Jn 721—2, 10, 25-30

Saturday, Lenten Weekday: Jer 11:18-20 /
Jn 7:40-53
Catholic. © 2026 Liguori Publications, a ministry of the Redemptorists. Scripture quotations in this publication

are from The New American Bible, revised edition, © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine, Washington, DC. The Pope Leo XIV quotation is used with permission and
copyright © 2025 Libreria Editrice Vaticana. All rights reserved. 1-800-325-9521. Liguori.org.
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