ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

MUSIC FOR THE LITURGY

Sunday, January 11, 2026
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

Gathering: There’s A Wideness In God’s Mercy
BB 407

Responsorial Psalm (PS 98)

All the ends of the earth have seen the power of God!
Preparation: Baptized In Water BB 643
Mass Parts: Mass For Christ The Savior
Communion: The Body Of Christ

Recessional: Songs Of Thankfulness And Praise
BB 112

® PARISH STEWARDSHIP %

Our Parish needs to take in $9700.00 each week in order
to make ends meet. This amount represents an adjusted
budget offertory of $8500.00 per week plus the
combination of budgeted Property and Fuel second
collections ($4800.00 per month divided into 4 weeks or
$1200.00 weekly). Your weekly contribution helps ensure
that the Parish remains a vibrant community. Please
remember to submit your weekly gift even if you will be
away. Consider signing up for electronic giving (see
below). Especially in these trying times, your Parish
depends on your responsible stewardship and support!

January 1 Solemnity of Mary $1,311.00
January 4 Offertory $5,741.33
January 4 Property Management $1,721.27

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS

Fuel
Property Management

January 18
February 1

FOR OUR RECORDS

OFFICE The Parish needs your help to

keep our records current.
If there are any births, deaths, marriages, moves, phone
number or address changes in your family, please notify
the Parish Office at 603-382-8324 or by emailing the
Parish Office at jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net. If
you’re new to our Parish, Welcome ! Registration forms
are available at the entrances of both churches or on our
Parish website stlukenh.org.

» PARISH
A

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION STATEMENT

If you would like an “end of year” financial statement of
your contributions to the parish for 2025, please call or
email Jackie at the Parish Office at
jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net 603-382-8324.
Financial Statements are issued on a request only basis.

or

(Parish

“(Giving.

simple. secure. convenient.

Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish uses Parish Giving to
provide parishioners with an opportunity to make your
offertory and other contributions through Electronic
Funds Transfer (EFT). Parish Giving is a simple, secure,
and convenient way to manage your stewardship without
weekly envelopes and without worries.
This program is available to parishioners
at no cost. Log on to the St. Luke the

Evangelist Parish website at
http://stlukenh.org, click on the Parish
Giving logo, and follow the easy

registration instructions.

You can also use your smart phone to scan the QR code
below. The link will take you directly to Parish Giving so
you can donate.

ST. LUKE PARISH WEBSITE!
http://stlukenh.org

St. Luke, Newton-Plaistow, NH
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

CHRISTMAS EVENING PRAYER

We will gather for Christmas Evening
Prayer on Sunday, January 11 at 6:00
PM at Mary, Mother of the Church in
Newton.

00¢

Puny
S

Thank you for your
generosity to our Saint Luke
Food Pantry!

If you would still like to make
an end-of-year donation to
our Pantry you can make out
your check to Saint Luke
Food Pantry. Our Pantry has
spent more money than ever
this  holiday to provide
Christmas dinners and gifts for families and individuals in
need. Thanks for your help and prayers.

ST.LUKE THE EVANGELIST
FOOD PANTRY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

As the new year begins, the Food Pantry is looking for new
volunteers to help serve clients and maintain the Pantry.
We are open on Wednesdays from 10 - Noon, Thursdays
from 6-7 PM and on Fridays 10-Noon. We seek helpers
who can stack donations on shelves, fill boxes for clients,
climb stairs and lift at least 20 Ibs. Since we are a “drive-
up” service, volunteers are also needed to work outside
delivering boxes to client vehicles. If you have a heart for
helping and maybe a good workout, contact Marie in the
Pantry at mfarren88@hotmail.com or call 603 819-4949
and leave a message. We welcome all ages to help us serve
those in need.

CAN YOU HELP?

We are looking for volunteers to transport Food Pantry
donations on Sunday mornings. If you are in Newton, the
donations need to come over to the front door of the
church in Plaistow after 8 am Liturgy. If you are in
Plaistow, donations go from the church after 10 am Liturgy
around to the back of the Parish Office and down to the
Food Pantry. These are quick and easy ways to help out, if
you have the time. See F. Albert or call the Parish Office
at 603-382-8324 with any questions and thanks !

WINTER WEATHER CLOSINGS

Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish
Office, Holy Angels Cemetery
Office, Saint Luke Food Pantry, and
the Parish Liturgical schedule
complies with the longstanding
inclement weather policy of Saint Luke Religious
Education Program and Holy Angels Pre-School-
Kindergarten:

If the Timberlane and/or Sanborn regional school
districts close because of inclement weather, ALL Parish
Offices and Parish programs will be closed or
suspended. All activities by any Parish or non-Parish
groups will be cancelled for that day/evening on both
campuses. Weekend Parish activities will be cancelled
at the discretion of the Pastor and Staff.

In the event of a weather-related closing, the scheduled
weekday Liturgy will not be held, and the intention (if any)
will be moved to a conveniently available date.

Sunday (or Saturday evening) liturgies can never be
cancelled, but all are advised to use prudence when
deciding to travel to Church during winter storms.

WHILE AWAY THIS
WINTER...

We appreciate all
Parishioners and Friends .
of our Community who FLORIDA OR BUST!
remember to send in
your Parish Offertory

during the Winter even when on vacation or visiting other
parishes. Thank you for remembering that our expenses
also continue through the Winter months. We invite
others to consider doing the same before or even after you
return home.

If you haven't already, it's time to ke the
St. Luke the Evangelist Parish - Newton/Plaistow
Facebook Page!

And then share the news with cthers through
Facebook, What's App, or any other social media
you have access to use,

LIKE
% GHARE

Help get the word out about all that's going on at our Parish!

St. Luke, Newton-Plaistow, NH
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

% WEEKLY CALENDAR &

Sunday, January 11
7:00am Men’s AA - Parish Hall Plaistow
8:00am  Liturgy Newton
10:00 am Liturgy & Religious Education Plaistow
10:00 am OCIA Dismissal & Session Plaistow
6:00 PM  Evening Prayer Newton
Monday, January 12
8:00am  Liturgy Newton
Tuesday, January 13
8:00am  Liturgy Plaistow
Wednesday, January 14

Holy Angels Church open all day for prayer

10:00 - Noon Food Pantry open Plaistow
6:30 PM  Liturgy Plaistow
Thursday, January 15
8:00am  Liturgy Newton
8:30 AM - 8:30 PM Eucharistic Adoration  Newton
6:00 - 7:00 PM Food Pantry open Plaistow
Friday, January 16
10:00 - Noon Food Pantry open Plaistow
Saturday, January 17
3:00 PM  Sacrament of Reconciliation Plaistow
585 Cony, You can find the

Scripture readings
for Mass by visiting
bible.usccb.org
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Readings are also available in audio format
and in Spanish!

 MASS INTENTIONS &

Saturday, January 10 ~ Christmas Weekday
1Jn 5:14-21 Jn 3:22-30 (day)
Is 42:1-4, 6-7 Acts 10:34-38 Mt 3:13-17 (Vigil)
4:00 PM Patrick Foynes by his mother
Plaistow

Sunday, January 11 ~ Baptism of the Lord
Is 42:1-4, 6-7 Acts 10:34-38 Mt 3:13-17

8:00 AM Alice Litwinovich by the K of C 6617
Newton

10:00 AM  John J. Dawson by the Dawson family
Plaistow

Monday, January 12 ~ 15t Ordinary
1Sm 1:1-8 Mk 1:14-20
8:00 AM Ann Stefanski — Month’s Mind
Newton

Tuesday, January 13 ~ 1t Ordinary
1Sm 1:9-20 Mk 1:21-28
8:00 AM Jack Ronan (5" Anniv) by Sue Ronan
Plaistow

Wednesday, January 14 ~ 15t Ordinary
1Sm 3:1-10, 19-20 MK 1:29-39
6:30 PM All Souls Intentions
Plaistow

Thursday, January 15 ~ 1t Ordinary
Sm 4:1-11 Mk 1:40-45
8:00 AM Alice Litwinovich by the Stanley family
Newton

Friday, January 16 ~ 15t Ordinary
1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a Mk 2:1-12 NO MASS
Saturday, January 17 ~ Anthony of Egypt, Abbot

1Sm 9:1-4,17-19; 10:1 Mk 2:13-17 (day)
Is 49:3,5-6 1 Cor 1:1-3 Jn 1:29-34 (Vigil)
4:00 PM Intentions of Edith Fournier
by Jean and Dan Lloyd
Plaistow

Sunday, January 18 ~ 2" Ordinary Sunday
Is 49:3,5-6 1 Cor 1:1-3 Jn 1:29-34

8:00 AM Alice Litwinovich by the Barczak family
Newton

10:00 AM  William Lueders by his wife Carole
Plaistow

N

Mass Times for travel

.‘FﬁéSstimes.org

"come to me all of yvou™
- Mattieswy 11: 58
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

SANCTUARY CANDLES & VIGIL LIGHT

The sanctuary candle in Plaistow burns
this week in memory of Evelyn Kindler by
Elaine Kindler by his family.

\

The sanctuary candles in both Newton and
Plaistow may be offered in memory or in
honor of a loved one. The vigil light in front of the Blessed
Mother icon in Newton may also be offered in memory or
honor of a loved one. The suggested offering for each is
$10.00. Please call the Parish Office at 603-382-8324.

MASS INTENTIONS

We gather at the Eucharist to pray for
anyone, living or deceased. If you
would like to request a Mass for a
particular intention such
thanksgiving for a new birth, healing
for a sick friend or family member, or for a deceased loved
one or friend, please call the Parish Office at 603-382-8324
or email jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net. The
suggested donation is $10.00 per Mass.

Mass

- as
Intentions

I

Out of respect for the Lord’s house
and in consideration of fellow
parishioners, please remember to
silence or turn off your cell phone
during Mass. Thank you.

nesst P il
LG
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PLEASE HELP OUT!

As you leave church, kindly take your Bulletin with
you - or return it to the basket at the entrance of the
Church, return your music book and Mass card to
their proper place, and pick up after yourself as you
leave. Thanks for being attentive and respectful!

GLUTEN INTOLERANT?

Our Parish provides an option for receiving Holy
Communion for anyone suffering from gluten intolerance
or celiac disease. We use special low gluten breads that
are fully certified for use at Mass by the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops, and are laboratory tested
to contain only .001% gluten. Please see the Pastor before
Mass about receiving Communion using one of these
special hosts.

% PARISH DIRECTORY %

Parish Office 603-382-8324
Fr. Albert Tremblay, Pastor fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net
Joyce Szczapa, Rel. Ed. jszczapa@stluketheevangelist.net
Jackie Tremblay, Administrator jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net
Val Barczak, Music Director mvmbarczak@comcast.net
Robin Thompson, Rel. Ed. rthompson@stluketheevangelist.net
Elaine Kindler, Intercessory Prayer & Adoration schedule

ekindler@stluketheevangelist.net 603-382-8324 x 314
St. Luke Food Pantry 603-819-4949
St. Luke Outreach Ministry 603-382-8324 x 315

COLD AND FLU SEASON

Feeling a little sniffle coming
on?

Everyone should have a sense of prudence about safe
health practices at all times of the year. If someone is
truly ill, the obligation to participate in Sunday Liturgy
does not apply. While precautions and practices are a
necessary part of the cold and flu season, it’s always
important to be reasonable and prudent when we are
ill. Our care for each other also extends to making sure
everyone is attended to in the best way possible.

And remember... bed rest and chicken soup can
sometimes be a “sacramental” experience!

HOLY ANGELS CEMETERY CLOSED

Holy Angels Cemetery in Plaistow is closed from
December 1, 2025, until Spring 2026. This decision comes
as result of the real dangers of snow and ice in the
Cemetery and the costs to Parishioners to inter during the
winter months. Please contact the Parish Office with any
questions.

St. Luke, Newton-Plaistow, NH
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

THE GOD MINUTE

Every morning a small group of priests, religious, and lay
people start their day in prayer. Soft music, sacred
scripture, and thoughtful reflection are weaved into a 10-
minute prayer called The God Minute. It’s then uploaded
for you to access and prayer along with on your own time.
And it’s free. Listen with your coffee in the morning, while
driving to work, or taking a walk. See how easy and
beautiful prayer can be.
www.thegodminute.org

HOSPITAL & NURSING HOME
VISITATION

If you or someone you know is in the
HOSPITALIZED hospital and wants to receive the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick or a visit,
please contact the Parish Office at 603-382-8324. If
you or someone you know faces a hospital admission,
make sure they know to inform the hospital that they
are Catholic and are members of Saint Luke the
Evangelist, Newton-Plaistow. If a person cannot
make this information known at the time of
admission, a family member can make that
information known to the hospital staff. Because of
privacy laws, the Parish cannot obtain information on
your behalf.

YOUR “DROPPED
) DOLLAR” HARD AT
WORK
Saint Luke the Evangelist
OUTREACH MINISTRY

Thank you for your
continued support of
the St. Luke Outreach
Ministry! Please know that your “dropped dollars” are
being used wisely to help the poor & needy in our area.
Your generosity does not go unnoticed. All contributions
go to helping families and individuals in our towns.

Our Outreach Ministry welcomes new volunteers! Join us
at our monthly meeting in the Parish Hall and see what we
are all about. Our next meeting is on January 21.

If you need assistance or need information about
St. Luke Outreach Ministry,
call 603-382-8324 x315.

RELIGIOUS

L\ WEDUCATION

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Religious Education Registration for the 2025-2026
Academic Year for Grades K through 6 are held at
the 10 am Liturgy on Sunday.

Our Religious Education Program follows the Sunday
Scripture readings from the Liturgical year, so our
students are always hearing and learning about the
Scriptures from the current week. Students celebrate

a Liturgy of the Word each

week and then focus on the TODAY!
readings as they apply to January 11
some practice or teaching of Sessions at
the Church. Parents are 10 am Liturgy

always welcome to attend the
dismissal sessions. Registration for RE sessions
continues the Office in the Parish Hall
Sacramental preparation programs are also available
for young and older students. Please call F. Albert,
Joyce Szczapa or Robin Thompson in the Parish
Office 603-382-8324 for more information.

in

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION MEETING

Reconciliation Candidates - PLAN AHEAD -
Sunday, January 18 following the 10 am Liturgy
in the Church Hall.

RESTROOM BREAKS DURING MASS
ATTENTION PARENTS'!
Please be sure to accompany your young children
when they need to use the restroom during Mass.
This is for their safety... and your peace of mind!

St. Luke, Newton-Plaistow, NH
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Flower Donations Were Made
In Loving Memory Or Honor Of:

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Sielicki, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Lionel LaFleur, Sr.
Mr. Lionel LaFleur, Jr.

Ms. Cecelia Sielicki
Mr. Gordon Lewis
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent J. Zameirowski
Mrs. Connie Rowe
Mr. & Mrs. Pierre Marceau
Mrs. Ellen Pattee
Sr. Elizabeth Anne Lee, osf
Harvey & Irene Lee
Mavrgie E. Schwenk
Deceased Members of the
Kirkpatrick and Lee Families
Davie Lee
Paul and Norman Cote
Mavrgaret and Leon Cote
Regina and Jesse Cote
Robert and Theresa Viens

Robert and Eleanora Viens
Deceased Members of the
LeDuc and Balzer Families
Paul A. Caron
Peter Marcelonis
Albert & Ann Marcelonis
Yvette, Louis, and Robert Caron
Edward and Norma Amshey
Richard W. Sullivan
Adelaide Sullivan
Richard J. Sullivan
Deceased Members of the
Sullivan and Kelly Families
And Friends
John Troy
Earl and Marie Stack
Joseph Sheehan
Deceased Members of the
Sheehan and Hofbauer Families
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Deceased Members of the
DeSimone Family
Deceased Members of the
Aloia Family
Deceased Members of the
Solari Family
John Meli
Our New President
Deceased Members of the
Murphy Family
Deceased Members of the
Lueders Family
Deceased Members of the
King Family
James Harb
Stella Harb
Jannie Mestugrates
Norma “Tess” White
Deceased Members of the
Richards Family
Deceased Members of the
Souza Family
Frank Szczapa
Frances Fleming
Frank and Helen Perry
Alex and Sophie Szczapa
Peter and Ella Tomaselli
Sophie Bengtson
Stephan Antkowiak
Paul R. Antkowiak
Paul G. Antkowiak
Deceased Members of the
Ayers Family
Deceased Members of the
Obert Family
Mark Hammond
Wallace Antczak
Angeline Antczak
Francis Antczak
Thomas Antczak
Joan and Doreen Burge
Deceased Members of the
Hood Family
Deceased Members of the
McLaughlin Family

Deceased Members of the
Greenler Family
Jack and Shirley Hansbury
Deceased Members of the
Gagnon Family
Deceased Members of the
Emerson Family
Deceased Members of the
Lanseigne Family
Deceased Members of the
Charest Family
Deceased Members of the
Miele Family
Philip V. Consentino
Kathleen Walsh, SMD
Martin Feuer
The Walsh Family
George and Althea Rainville
Edwin and Evelyn Sadowski
Roy and Rita Preece
Frank Bourgeois
Robert Girard
Barbara Girard
William Poist
Tina Poist
William Esposito
Samuel C. Raby
Tess White
Mark Hammond



Our patron saint is
thinking about
electronic giving...

Why don’t you
think about it too?

Parish Giving is a simple,
secure and convenient way to
manage your stewardship
without weekly envelopes and
without worries.

e Parish Giving allows you to select contribution amounts and special
collections right from your own computer or smartphone

¢ You can be a good steward for the Parish even when you are away from the
area on a weekend

e Parish Giving allows you to print out a report detailing your contributions
for the year.

e Log on to the St. Luke the Evangelist Parish website http://stlukenh.org,
click on the Parish Giving logo and follow the easy registration instructions.



http://stlukenh.org/

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST PARISH

JANUARY 11, 2026

PARISH VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

READERS WANTED

Our Parish community welcomes
new readers for weekend and
weekday liturgies. Readers
proclaim the readings and lead the
assembly in the general intercessions. A willing heart
and clear speaking voice are the only qualifications
needed - all other training and materials are
provided. Any adult or student in the 5" grade and
up is welcome to become a reader. Anyone who is
interested can see Father Albert or call the Parish
Office for more information at 603 382 8324.

ADORERS NEEDED

We are truly blessed to have : ﬂ
times for Adoration of Our )
Lord in our Parish. This time
of prayer and intercession is
not only a source of great
grace for the individual but is

a great source of grace for us as a parish family. We
have many who have made the commitment to spend
an hour each week with our Eucharistic Lord.
Adoration takes place each Thursday in Newton
from 8:30 AM to 8:30 PM. We also need people at all
times so we can have 2 people at each hour. If you
can commit to one hour a week in Adoration of our
Lord, or if you can be a substitute, please contact the
Parish Office at 603-382-8324 or email Elaine Kindler
at ekindler@stluketheevangelist.net.

The Church in Plaistow is open all day on
Wednesdays for people to stop by and pray
before the presence of Jesus in the tabernacle.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP

JOIN YOUR PRAYER TO ST. LUKE
INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP

Do you pray? Are you open to growing in

prayer? You are warmly invited to join the women and
men who pray for the intentions of parishioners, of people
who leave requests on our Prayer Line (number below) or
those who ask one of us personally. Confidentiality is
promised. Using just someone’s first name, a list is shared
weekly via email to the group covering all manner of
conditions of health, financial circumstances, or any other
need.

We pray for our country, our families, and for the Universal
Church. We pray for peace throughout the world and for
those in any kind of danger. We pray for the deceased and
those who mourn their loss, and for the souls in purgatory.
We give thanks for answered prayers. We pray for the
priests, deacons, religious and seminarians of the
Manchester.

Each week, these intercessions are intertwined with the
mysteries of the Rosary. If you have any questions or
concerns, please contact Elaine Kindler at
ekindler@stluketheevangelist.net or leave a message at
603-382-8324, ext. 314.

‘I give you a new commandment, says the
Lord: love one another as I have loved you.” ™9
< Are you being called to strengthen His body
through a vocation to the priesthood, diaconate

or the consecrated life?
Contact the Vocation Office

at 603.663.0196 or cmartel@rcbm.org.

A KNIGHTS
\&7 OF COLUMBUS

IN SERVICE TO ONE. IN SERVICE TO ALL.

JOIN THE KNIGHTS IN DOING GOOD'!
KNIGHTS ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP

The Knights of Columbus are offering associate
membership to anyone who would like to participate with
the Knights in our activities. Membership is available to
anyone in our parish or in the community. There are
currently about a dozen associate members. It's free and
you can pick and choose what activities you would like to
be involved with. If you want more information about the
Knights, including our Associate membership program,
contact Dan Sullivan at 603-770-4803 or at
dans49@comcast.net.



mailto:dans49@comcast.net

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST PARISH

JANUARY 11, 2026

PARENT BAPTISM
PREPARATION

The next preparation session for

infant Baptism will be held after M

the 10:00 am Liturgy TODAY -

Sunday, January 11 in the Hall BAPT|SM
Conference Room at Plaistow. All parents
planning to celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism
are welcome.

Families wishing to celebrate Baptism in the Church
must be REGISTERED (according to Church Canon
law) and PRACTICING (attending Sunday Mass) for 3
full months before a Baptism can be scheduled. The
use of the envelope system is always optional; however
it does guarantee a manner of accountability. For most
families, the Pastor or staff can easily verify attendance
during these three months.

Baptismal Sponsors (godparents) are also regulated by
Church Canon Law. Sponsors must be at least 16, fully
initiated (having received Baptism, Eucharist and
Confirmation), be practicing Catholics living Christian
lives consistent with the Church’s teaching, and if
married, having celebrated the Sacrament of
Matrimony in the Church. Please Call the Parish
Office at 603- 382-8324 or see F. Albert with questions.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES NH

CATHOLIC
ONLINE DEMENTIA CARE
()CHARITIES ~OMgEPmEnTas

Are you caring for a spouse or
loved one with memory care? We know it can be
overwhelming, and we are here to help. Catholic Charities
NH is offering a free, five-week online support group,
“Caring for Loved Ones with Dementia,” beginning
Wednesday, January 26. The group provides education,
emotional support, and an opportunity to connect with
others navigating similar challenges. For more details or to
sign up, visit www.cc-nh.org/dementia, or contact
Shannon at 603-448-5151; email shannon.popescu@nh-
cc.org. There is no cost to attend.

+OCIA

Order of Christian Initiation for Adults

ST.LUKE THE EVANGELIST
WELCOME IN CHRIST!

Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish invites all to a deeper love
of Jesus and to a fullness of communion with the Church.
The ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS
(OCIA) is a process where adults and older children are
welcomed into the Catholic Church.

PRAY FOR OUR CATECHUMENS & CANDIDATES

Do you know someone who is thinking about becoming part
of our Catholic community? Are you the non-Catholic
spouse of a parishioner who is wondering about full
communion with the Church? Are you an adult Catholic
who for whatever reason, “missed” one or more of the
sacraments of initiation while growing up? Do you have
children over 7 years of age who were never Baptized, or
older children who “missed” sacraments?

The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (and its
adapted form for children) welcomes all kinds of people
into the Catholic family. The OCIA is for any adult who is:
unbaptized and recognizes a need for spirituality in their
life or Baptized and raised in another Christian tradition
but interested in learning about the Catholic faith, or
Baptized in the Catholic faith, but never received any
formal religious training. Children of all ages are welcome
and participate in age appropriate meetings for their OCIA
experience.

Contact Father Albert in the Parish Office at

603.382.8324 for more information or email at

fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

A Men’s AA Step Meeting is held on Sunday mornings
from 7:00 to 8:00 AM at the St. Luke the Evangelist Parish
Hall (Holy Angels Church) Bring your own coffee. For
more information, call Joe at 617-921-9899.
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Signal of a New Beginning

Mary Katharine Deeley

that the person is no longer bound

by original sin; rather, despite still
retaining the wounds caused by original
sin, he or she becomes free to live as a
child of God, embracing the will of God
through discipleship in Jesus Christ.
We're free to live not as the world
dictates but as those who know, love,

I n the sacrament of baptism, we stress

and serve God in this world and look
forward to being with him in the next.
Adults who go through the Order of
Christian Initiation of Adults have time
to reflect on the conversion necessary
for such transformation, but for many
of us, the significance of our baptism
as infants gets lost in the long years

Sunday Readings
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7

Here is my servant whom | uphold,
my chosen one with whom | am

pleased.
Acts 10:34-38

He went about doing good and
healing all those oppressed by the
devil, for God was with him.

Matthew 3:13-17

Jesus came from Galilee to John at
the Jordan to be baptized by him.

between childhood and adulthood. We
stop being mindful of the power of grace
and the necessity of turning our lives
over to God, regardless of the work we
do or the community we belong to.

We may have wondered why Jesus
presented himself for baptism. Wasn’t
he God, born without sin? Of course,
the answer is yes. But Jesus came to his
baptism as a public witness of the need
to turn over our lives to God. Like us
in all things, Jesus approached John for
the ritual washing that signaled a new
beginning. It was a sign for us and a
wonderful way to mark the beginning of
his ministry.

Matthew records that he heard the
voice of God saying, “This is my beloved
Son” (Matthew 3:17). In baptism, God
welcomes all of us as beloved children.
Out of gratitude and praise, we, in turn,
follow Jesus. And so, we submit our
lives to God—proclaiming justice, doing
good, and loving God and others as we
love ourselves. ¥

Jesus came to his baptism
as a public witness
of the need to turn over
our lives to God.

A Word from Pope
Leo XIV

In the family, faith is handed on
together with life, generation
after generation. It is shared like
the food at the family table and
like the love in our hearts. In this

way, families become privileged

places in which to encounter

Jesus, who loves us and desires

our good, always.
HOMILY, ROME, JUNE 1, 2025

-

REFLECTION
QUESTIONS

ONE2LION2
BEETECLIOW

Do | know the date | was

baptized?

How might | commemorate
that anniversary of my rebirth
in Christ?
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A Healthy Relationship with God

Mark G. Boyer

Joy to the world! the Lord is come; And heav’n and nature sing,
Let earth receive her King! And heav’n and nature sing,
Let ev’ry heart prepare him room, And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing.

“Joy To THE WORLD!” VERSE 1

n Matthew’s account of Jesus’ baptism, John the Baptist in his or her heart is acceptable to God. Isaiah, too, writes
uniquely tries to prevent it, declaring that he needs to be about this topic, presenting the servant of the LorD, the one
baptized by Jesus. Jesus, however, tells him to do it in order with whom God is pleased, the one who brings the victory of
to fulfill all righteousness, and John baptizes the Lord, who justice, the result of a healthy
has come into the world. The fulfillment-of-righteousness relationship with God. Anyone who prepares
theme in Matthew’s Gospel indicates a healthy relationship Baptism begins a healthy room for God in his or
with God. To demonstrate that Jesus and God have a good relationship with God. The her heart is acceptable
relationship, God’s Spirit descends upon Jesus at his baptism, righteousness that baptism to God.
and God declares, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am begins, however, like the
well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). beginning of any other relationship, must be nourished. It
The selection from Peter’s speech to Cornelius and requires commitment. There is nothing magical about it. Just
the members of his household in the Acts of the Apostles as Jesus’ baptism launched his mission of proclaiming God’s
emphasizes the same point. Peter has just witnessed the Spirit kingdom, so our baptism launched our mission of relating to
come upon the Gentiles; this leads him to conclude that God God in order to fulfill all righteousness. ¥
shows no partiality to the Jews. Anyone who acts uprightly,

From Caroling Through Advent and Christmas by Mark G. Boyer (825248).
that is in righteousness; anyone who prepares room for God © 2014, Mark G. Boyer. To order, call 800-325-9521 or visit Liguori.org.
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Wisdom from Catholic Update

From “Baptism: Our Lifelong Call” by Nicholas Lohkamp, OFM

Our baptism puts us in touch with Jesus, the Word made flesh, the incarnate
expression of God's love. Jesus is my way to live and find God; the truth of who | am
and who | am called to become. To be a Catholic is to seek to become fully human.
As St. Irenaeus said, “The glory of God is the human person fully alive.” It is Jesus
who helps me become ever more human and therein discover the mystery of my
calling to share divine life. In Jesus, we are called to freedom. | am not born free; |
am born with the capacity to become free. It takes grace and a lot of hard work to
become free, to become a mature person, so that | can love as Jesus does.

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, that we may
live as children of God,
always listening for his
true voice, we pray—

Catholic Update—a subscription newsletter published eleven times a year—explores Church Be born in us, be born in

tradition and teaching on contemporary topics. For more information, call 800-325-9521 or

adition an our world.
visit Liguori.org.
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Monday, Weekday: Thursday, Weekday:
WEEKDAY 1Sm 1:1-8 / Mk 1:14-20 1Sm 4:1-11 / Mk 1:40-45
Tuesday, Weekday: Friday, Weekday:
READ' NGS 1Sm 1:9-20 / Mk 1:21-28 1Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a / Mk 2:1-12
January 12-17 Wednesday, Weekday: Saturday, St. Anthony:
1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20 / Mk 1:29-39 1Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a / Mk 2:1-12
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