ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

MUSIC FOR THE LITURGY

Sunday, December 21, 2025
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Gathering: Come, come Emmanuel,
come Emmanuel

Responsorial Psalm (PS 25)
To you O Lord, 1 lift my soul, to you I lift my soul.

Preparation: Maranatha
BB 68

Mass Parts: Mass for Christ the Savior

Communion: The Body Of Christ

Recessional: Ready The Way
BB 63

® PARISH STEWARDSHIP &

Our Parish needs to take in $9700.00 each week in order
to make ends meet. This amount represents an adjusted
budget offertory of $8500.00 per week plus the
combination of budgeted Property and Fuel second
collections ($4800.00 per month divided into 4 weeks or
$1200.00 weekly). Your weekly contribution helps ensure
that the Parish remains a vibrant community. Please
remember to submit your weekly gift even if you will be
away. Consider signing up for electronic giving (see
below). Especially in these trying times, your Parish
depends on your responsible stewardship and support!

Because of publication deadlines, collection totals
will be reported in subsequent editions of the
Bulletin.

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS

December 21
December 25
January 4

Retired Religious Fund
Needs of the Parish
Property Management

Giving.

simple. secure. convenient.

FOR OUR RECORDS

The Parish needs your help to
keep our records current.

OFFICE
If there are any births,

deaths, marriages, moves, phone number or address

» PARISH
A

changes in your family, please notify the Parish Office at
603-382-8324 or by emailing the Parish Office at
jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net. If you’re new to our
Parish, Welcome ! Registration forms are available at the
entrances of both churches or on our Parish website
stlukenh.org.

Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish uses
Parish Giving to provide parishioners
with an opportunity to make your
offertory and other contributions
through Electronic Funds Transfer
(EFT). Parish Giving is a simple, secure,
and convenient way to manage your stewardship without

weekly envelopes and without worries. This program is
available to parishioners at no cost. Log on to the St. Luke
the Evangelist Parish website at http://stlukenh.org,
click on the Parish Giving logo, and follow the easy
registration instructions.

You can also use your smart phone to scan the QR code
below. The link will take you directly to Parish Giving so
you can donate.
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

ar |

Thank you for your generosity
to our Saint Luke Food Pantry
GIVING TREE!

The
Giving
Tree

This weekend our Parish Food
Pantry will distrubute
Christmas gifts and dinners to
families in our communities.
Thank you for your generosity o
behalf of all our clients!

If you would still like to make a
donation to our Pantry or
towards the cost of gifts, you can make out your check to
Saint Luke Food Pantry and indicate on the memo line the
purpose of your contribution. Our Pantry will spend more
money than ever this holiday to provide Christmas dinners
and gifts for families and individuals in need. Thanks for
your help and prayers.

ADVENT EVENING PRAYER

Join us on Sunday evenings of the
Advent season for sung Evening
Prayer at 6:00 PM at Mary, Mother
of the Church in Newton. The
Sacrament of Reconciliation will be
available following Evening Prayer.

Sk

WINTER WEATHER CLOSINGS

Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish
Office, Holy Angels Cemetery
Office, Saint Luke Food Pantry, and
the Parish Liturgical schedule
complies with the longstanding inclement weather policy
of Saint Luke Religious Education Program and Holy
Angels Pre-School-Kindergarten: If the Timberlane
and/or Sanborn regional school districts close because
of inclement weather, ALL Parish Offices and Parish
programs will be closed or suspended. All activities by
any Parish or non-Parish groups will be cancelled for
that day/evening on both campuses.

In the event of a weather-related closing, the scheduled
weekday Liturgy will not be held and the intention (if any)
will be moved to a conveniently available date.

Sunday (or Saturday evening) liturgies can never be
cancelled, but all are advised to use prudence when
deciding to travel to Church during winter storms.

JOIN OUR CHRISTMAS CHOIR!

We welcome Parishioners of all ages to help sing
at Christmas time ! Allyou need is a voice to sing
and heart willing to learn! Our last rehearsal is
at Plaistow as follows:

Monday 12/22 5:30-7 PM

Please contact Val Barczak at church or email her at
mvmbarczak@comcast.net.

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION STATEMENT

If you would like an “end of year” financial statement of
your contributions to the parish for 2025, please call or
email Jackie at the Parish Office at
jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net or 603-382-8324.
Financial Statements are issued on a request only basis.

TAX TIME SUGGESTION

Did you know? If you are 72 or older and need to take a
“required minimum distribution (RMD)” from an IRA
retirement account, a direct distribution to a qualified
charitable organization, such as Saint Luke the Evangelist
Parish, can save you money on your taxes. Such a donation
will count toward your required minimum distribution but
will be excluded from taxable income. Ask your tax
preparer or IRA trustee for more details.

ST. LUKE PARISH WEBSITE!
http://stlukenh.org
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

% WEEKLY CALENDAR &

Sunday, December 21

7:00am Men’s AA - Parish Hall Plaistow
8:00am  Liturgy Newton
10:00 am Liturgy & Religious Education Plaistow
11:00am OCIA Plaistow
6:00 PM  Evening Prayer & Reconciliation Newton

Monday, December 22
8:00am  Liturgy Newton
5:30 PM  Choir (in church) Plaistow
Juesday, December 23
Parish Office closed at Noon
8:00am  Liturgy Plaistow
Wednesday December 24
Parish Office closed
Food Pantry closed
4:00 PM Liturgy Plaistow
6:30 PM  Liturgy Newton
Thursday, December 25
Parish Office closed
Food Pantry closed
9:00 am  Liturgy Newton
FEriday, December 26
Parish Office closed
Food Pantry closed
Saturday, December 27
3:00 PM Sacrament of Reconciliation Plaistow

You can find the

gas C'ONF{I‘ . .
p" .ﬁ% Scripture readings at Mass
5 4 by visiting
‘ ' bible.usccb.org/
o £

}’fouca\'ﬁ‘\n
Readings are also available in audio format
and in Spanish!

 MASS INTENTIONS &

Saturday, December 20 ~ Late Advent Weekday
Is 7:10-14 Lk 1:26-38 (day)
Is 7:10-14 Rom 1:1-7 Mt 1:18-24 (Vigil)
4:00 PM Donald, Patrick & Mark Foynes by the family
Plaistow

Sunday, December 21 ~ Third Sunday of Advent
Is 7:10-14 Rom 1:1-7 Mt 1:18-24
8:00 AM Maria Gallant by William Tucker
Newton
10:00 AM  James & Trudy Pratt by the family
Plaistow

Monday, December 22 ~ Late Advent Weekday
1Sm 1:24-28 Lk 1:46-56
8:00 AM Alice Litwinovich by Grace Bukowski
Newton

Tuesday, December 23 ~ Late Advent Weekday
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24 Lk 1:57-66
8:00 AM All Souls Intentions

Plaistow

Wednesday, December 24~ Late Advent Weekday
2Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 144, 16 Lk 1:67-79 (day)
Is 62:1-5 Acts 13:16-17, 22-25 Mt 1:1-25
(Christmas Vigil)
4:00 PM People of the Parish
Plaistow
6:30 PM People of the Parish
Newton

Lord
Is 52:7-10 Heb 1:1-6 Jn 1:1-18
9:00 AM People of the Parish
Newton

Thursday, December 25 ~ Nativity of the ﬁ

Friday, December 26 ~ Stephen, Protomartyr
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 Mt 10:17-22 NO MASS

Saturday, December 27 ~ John, Apostle & Evangelist
1Jn 1:1-4 Jn 20:1a, 2-8 (day)
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 Col 3:12-21 Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 (Vigil)
4:00 PM Alice Litwinovich by Rachel Lanseigne
Plaistow

Sunday, December 28 ~ Holy Family at Nazareth
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 Col 3:12-21 Mt 2:13-15, 19-23
8:00 AM Wallace & Francis Antczak by the Burge family
Newton
10:00 AM  People of the Parish
Plaistow

C’.."ﬁ (i‘ ﬁ j i’)

Toarth Week of Advent
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

SANCTUARY CANDLES & VIGIL LIGHT

|

/

The sanctuary candle in Newton burns this |
week in honor of Shelly Young Bell by |
Willian Tucker

@ =

The sanctuary candle in Plaistow burns
this week in memory of Priscilla Aro (Birthday
Remembrance) by the her children & grandchildren

The sanctuary candles in both Newton and Plaistow may
be offered in memory or in honor of a loved one. The vigil
light in front of the Blessed Mother icon in Newton may
also be offered in memory or honor of a loved one. The
suggested offering for each is $10.00. Please call the Parish
Office at 603-382-8324.

CAN YOU HELP?

We are looking for volunteers to
transport Food Pantry donations on
Sunday mornings. If you are in
Newton, the donations need to come
over to the front door of the church in Plaistow after 8 am
Liturgy. If you are in Plaistow, donations go from the
church after 10 am Liturgy around to the back of the Parish
Office and down to the Food Pantry. These are quick and
easy ways to help out, if you have the time. See F. Albert
or call the Parish Office at 603-382-8324 with any
questions and thanks !

GLUTEN INTOLERANT?

Our Parish provides an option for receiving Holy
Communion for anyone suffering from gluten intolerance
or celiac disease. We use special low gluten breads that
are fully certified for use at Mass by the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops, and are laboratory tested
to contain only .001% gluten. Please see the Pastor before
Mass about receiving Communion using one of these
special hosts.

MASS INTENTIONS

We gather at the Eucharist to pray for
anyone, living or deceased. If you would like
to request a Mass for a particular intention Mass

such as thanksgiving for a new birth, healing |Intentions

for a sick friend or family member, or for a deceased loved
one or friend, please call the Parish Office at 603-382-8324
or email jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net. The
suggested donation is $10.00 per Mass.

HOLY ANGELS CEMETERY CLOSED

Holy Angels Cemetery in Plaistow is closed from
December 1, 2025, until Spring 2026. This decision
comes as result of the real dangers of snow and ice in
the Cemetery and the costs to Parishioners to inter
during the winter months. Please contact the Parish
Office with any questions.

. Out of respect for the Lord’s house
H.EASE l:m and in consideration of fellow
THHH U FHHHES parishioners, please remember to
: silence or turn off your cell phone
0 g\
= during Mass. Thank you.

PLEASE HELP OUT!

As you leave church, kindly take your Bulletin with
you - or return it to the basket at the entrance of the
Church, return your music book and Mass card to
their proper place, and pick up after yourself as you
leave. Thanks for being attentive and respectful!

COLD AND FLU SEASON

Feeling a little sniffle coming
on?

Everyone should have a sense
of prudence about safe health practices at all times of the
year. If someone is truly ill, the obligation to participate
in Sunday Liturgy does not apply. While precautions and
practices are a necessary part of the cold and flu season,
it’s always important to be reasonable and prudent when
we are ill. Our care for each other also extends to making
sure everyone is attended to in the best way possible.

And remembetr... bed rest and chicken soup can
sometimes be a “sacramental” experience!

St. Luke, Newton-Plaistow, NH

957




ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

HOSPITAL & NURSING HOME
VISITATION

If you or someone you know is in the
HOSPITALIZED| hospital and wants to receive the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick
or avisit, please contact the Parish Office at 603-382-
8324. If you or someone you know faces a hospital
admission, make sure they know to inform the
hospital that they are Catholic and are members of
Saint Luke the Evangelist, Newton-Plaistow. If a
person cannot make this information known at the
time of admission, a family member can make that
information known to the hospital staff. Because of
privacy laws, the Parish cannot obtain information on
your behalf.

PARENTS BAPTISM
PREPARATION

The next preparation session for
infant Baptism will be held after
the 10:00 am Liturgy Sunday,
January 11 in the Hall Conference
Room at Plaistow. All parents
planning to celebrate the
Sacrament of Baptism are welcome. Call the Parish
Office at 603- 382-8324 with questions.

UAVAN)
BAPTISM

Families wishing to celebrate Baptism in the Church
must be REGISTERED (according to Church Canon
law) and PRACTICING (attending Sunday Mass) for 3
full months before a Baptism can be scheduled. The
use of the envelope system is always optional; however
it does guarantee a manner of accountability. For most
families, the Pastor or staff can easily verify attendance
during these three months.

Baptismal Sponsors (godparents) are also regulated by
Church Canon Law. Sponsors must be at least 16, fully
initiated (having received Baptism, Eucharist and
Confirmation), be practicing Catholics living Christian
lives consistent with the Church’s teaching, and if
married, having celebrated the Sacrament of
Matrimony in the Church. Please call or see F. Albert
with questions.

WELCOME VISITORS ! From the

. . Pastor's Desk
The  Christmas  holidays

always bring visitors and
family members to our Parish churches - a reminder about
access to our facilities. Holy Angels Church in Plaistow is
not handicap accessible; all entrance/exits involve stairs. If
someone has access issues, a hint is to utilize the front
entrance, where there are only a limited number of stairs
and there are adequate handrails to help - the two side
entrances are very challenging because of their steep
stairs. Please remember that there is no longer a chair lift
device functioning at Plaistow. There are
wheelchairs available at Plaistow and front
seating for anyone who might have special
needs. There is also a handicap accessible
bathroom in the church. Mary, Mother of
the Church in Newton is completely accessible with no
stairs for entrance/exit. The church in Newton does not
have an accessible restroom, there is only one small
bathroom in the building.

SAFETY AND SECURITY

Our Parish properties are active places, where traffic and
parked vehicles are a constant presence in the ebb and
flow of a busy week. It is important to remember that
because of the activity on both campuses, it is easy for
someone looking for a quick deed to find a vehicle. Please
be sure to lock and secure your vehicle when you are
parked on either campus. If possible, secure valuables out
of sight or make sure valuables in an open bed truck are
secure. We have requested extra police presence in our
lots during Masses, but patrols can only do so much. Each
of us are responsible for making sure, as best we as are
able, that our vehicles are safe and secure. Anyone who
sees something or someone unusual in the lots is welcome
to contact the local police.

d
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;a;

HE R
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COME, O COME....

Yes, you read the title right. That’s
“Q” - the letter of the alphabet that
most reminds us of breakfast cereal,
inner tubes, doughnuts, hula hoops,
no hitters... and Advent. In many
parishes, “O” is the first word said in
the new church year. We sing it in
Advent’s most popular song, “O
Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” It
announces the season which
anticipates the coming of Christ at
Christmas.

This hymn, which is almost synonymous with the whole season of
Advent was first composed and sung to announce that Advent was
ending. The last eight days of Advent (beginning on December 17 and
ending on December 24) form a little season all by themselves. As the
church prepares to celebrate the nativity of Christ, the Liturgy gets
more intense. At daily Mass, the Gospels relate the events leading up to
the first Christmas. At evening prayer, the Church prays a special
series of antiphons that beckon the Messiah to come. Each night gives
him a new name, drawn from the Old Testament tradition. “O
Wisdom,” “O Sacred Lord,” “O Flower of Jesse’s Stem,” “O Key of
David,” “O Radiant Dawn,” “O King of All Nations,” and, on Christmas
eve, the greatest of them all, “O Emmanuel,” a name that means “God
is with us.”

For the reasons which will be immediately
obvious, we call that group of refrains the “O
Antiphons.” They are a hallmark of late Advent,
and a collection of music our church has
treasured for centuries. The Mass now includes a
version of them as the alleluia verses for the
same eight days before Christmas.




In the Middle Ages, those seven antiphons got strung together into a
popular hymn. The last one became verse one and “O Come, O Come,
Emmanuel” was born. Thus, the antiphon originally established for the
last evening before Christmas Eve is now often sung to begin Advent.
That “O” of course, simply tells us that we’re talking to someone. It is
like saying, “Hey, you,” only more politely. But “O” reminds us of
much more. It makes us think of something having no beginning and
no end, like God’s love or an Advent wreath. It resembles the shape of
our mouth and the sound we make when we face a mystery we cannot

fully comprehend.

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
Who orders all things mightily;

To us the path of knowledge show,
And teach us in her ways to go.

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell Thy people save,
And give them victory over the grave.

O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here;

O Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.

O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heavenly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.

© Faul Turner 1997 Resource Publications, Inc.

O come, great Lord of might,
Who to Thy tribes on Sinai's height
In ancient times once gave the law
In cloud and majesty and awe.

O come, Thou Root of Jesse’s tree,
An ensign of Thy people be;

Before Thee rulers silent fall;

All peoples on Thy mercy call.

O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace.

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.




ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST PARISH

DECEMBER 21, 2025

RELIGIOUS

EDUCATION

~)}

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Religious Education Registration for the 2025-2026
Academic Year for Grades K through 6 are held at

the 10 am Liturgy on Sunday.
TODAY! \

December 21
Sessions at
10 am Liturgy

Our Religious Education
Program follows the Sunday
Scripture readings from the
Liturgical year, so our
students are always hearing
and learning about the
Scriptures from the current

Sessions resume
week. Students celebrate a

January 4

December 28
No RE Dismissal

Liturgy of the Word each K /
week and then focus on the

readings as they apply to some practice or teaching
of the Church. Parents are always welcome to attend
the dismissal sessions. Registration for RE sessions
continues in the Office in the Parish Hall.
Sacramental preparation programs are also available
for young and older students. Please call F. Albert,
Joyce Szczapa or Robin Thompson in the Parish
Office 603-382-8324 for more information.

OCIA FOR CHILDREN/TEENS

The Parish offers age-appropriate Sacramental
preparation for any young person who has “missed”
the traditional Sacramental preparation process. Call
the Parish Office with questions.

RESTROOM BREAKS DURING MASS
ATTENTION PARENTS !

Please be sure to accompany your young children
when they need to use the restroom during Mass.
This is for their safety... and your peace of mind!

Order of Christian Initiation for Adults

ST.LUKE THE EVANGELIST
WELCOME IN CHRIST!

Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish invites all to a deeper love
of Jesus and to a fullness of communion with the Church.
The ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS
(OCIA) is a process where adults and older children are
welcomed into the Catholic Church.

PRAY FOR OUR CATECHUMEN AND CANDIDATES

Catechumen Vivian St. Hilaire
Candidates for Full Communion with the Church
Gary Castiglione  Darrell Britton  Tucker Carlisle
Candidates for Sacraments
Halle Curley Scott Maxwell Ryan Cawthron
Rebecca Callaway

Please add these OCIA members onto your prayer list as
they continue their faith journey!

Do you know someone who is thinking about becoming part
of our Catholic community? Are you the non-Catholic
spouse of a parishioner who is wondering about full
communion with the Church? Are you an adult Catholic
who for whatever reason, “missed” one or more of the
sacraments of initiation while growing up? Do you have
children over 7 years of age who were never Baptized, or
older children who “missed” sacraments?

The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (and its
adapted form for children) welcomes all kinds of people
into the Catholic family. The OCIA is for any adult who is:
unbaptized and recognizes a need for spirituality in their
life or Baptized and raised in another Christian tradition
but interested in learning about the Catholic faith, or
Baptized in the Catholic faith, but never received any
formal religious training. Children of all ages are welcome
and participate in age appropriate meetings for their OCIA
experience.

Contact Father Albert in the Parish Office at

603.382.8324 for more information or email at

fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net.
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CLOTHING DRIVE
Kimberly's 20" Annual Holiday Give Away!!!

We will be collecting clothing and nonperishable
food items on January 3-4 at Holy Angels Parish
Hall (downstairs of the church, back entrance),
from Noon to 4:00 PM each day. We will be
accepting donations for Catie's Closet, Ruth's
House, Emmaus House, Lazarus House, Wish
Project and Saint Luke's Food Pantry. We are
accepting CLEAN clothing of any size, any
season, any decade. Any donations of socks or
underwear must be new and packaged. If you
have any questions, concerns, or would like to
volunteer please contact me at: kimberly-
andrade@comcast.net. Your continued support
throughout the years is the only way this works,
so thank you in advance for continuing to
support our cause! May you all have a safe and
healthy holiday season and may God continue to
bless you always.

Saint Luke the Evangelist
OUTREACH MINISTRY

YOUR “DROPPED DOLLAR” HARD AT WORK

Thank you for your continued support of the St. Luke
Outreach Ministry! Please know that your “dropped
dollars” are being used wisely to help the poor in our area.
Your generosity does not go unnoticed. All contributions
go to helping families and individuals in our towns.

Our Outreach Ministry welcomes new volunteers! Join us
at our monthly meeting in the Parish Hall and see what we
are all about. Our next meeting is on January 21.

If you need assistance or need information
about St. Luke Parish Outreach Ministry,
call 603-382-8324 x315.

Volunteers Needed for St. Gianna's Place

St Gianna's Place needs Catholic women to help women
in unexpected pregnancies at our home in southern NH.
Opportunities include: teaching weekly classes,
cleaning, babysitting, transportation, office help,
providing dinner, and more. If you want to serve, please
email Admin@StGiannasPlace.org.

‘I give you a new commandment, says the
Lord: love one another as I have loved you.” "9
. Are you being called to strengthen His body
through a vocation to the priesthood, diaconate

or the consecrated life?
Contact the Vocation Office

at 603.663.0196 or cmartel@rcbm.org.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP

JOIN YOUR PRAYER TO ST. LUKFE’S
INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP

Do you pray? Are you open to growing in
prayer? You are warmly invited to join the
women and men who pray for the
intentions of parishioners, of people who leave requests on
our Prayer Line (number below) or those who ask one of
us personally. Confidentiality is promised. Using just
someone’s first name, a list is shared weekly via email to
the group covering all manner of conditions of health,
financial circumstances, or any other need.

We pray for our country, our families, and for the Universal
Church. We pray for peace throughout the world and for
those in any kind of danger. We pray for the deceased and
those who mourn their loss, and for the souls in purgatory.
We give thanks for answered prayers. We pray for the
priests, deacons, religious and seminarians of the
Manchester.

Each week, these intercessions are intertwined with the
mysteries of the Rosary. If you have any questions or
concerns, please contact Elaine Kindler at
ekindler@stluketheevangelist.net or leave a message at
603-382-8324, ext. 314.
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A KNIGHTS

/ IN SERVICE TO ONE. IN SERVICE TO ALL.
The Knights of Columbus and Saint Luke the Evangelist
Food Pantry thank our parishioners for the ongoing
support to The Knights of Columbus and Saint Luke the
Evangelist Food Pantry would like to thank our

parishioners for the ongoing support to feed those in need.
Shopping lists and bags are provided on the 3 week of

every month with the general collection of non-perishable
items happening the following (4*) weekend. Food
donations can also be left in the plastic totes at the rear of
either church or brought to the Parish Office during Office
hours. Prefer not to shop? Gift "
Food, @&

cards or checks can be made out
to Saint Luke Food Pantry iﬂ‘ﬁ oy
anytime. Your generosity and Fam[rl €s
support are greatly appreciated!
JOIN THE KNIGHTS IN DOING GOOD'!
KNIGHTS ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP
The Knights of Columbus are offering associate
membership to anyone who would like to participate with
the Knights in our activities. Membership is available to
anyone in our parish or in the community. There are
currently about a dozen associate members. It's free and
you can pick and choose what activities you would like to
be involved with. If you want more information about the
Knights, including our Associate membership program,

contact Dan Sullivan at 603-770-4803 or at
dans49@comcast.net.

KNIGHTS DONATE TO BUILD A CHURCH

At their December meeting the Parish's St. Jude Council
voted to donate $2,000 to help build a church in the
foothills of Northern Rwanda. It has been reported that
residents of the area must walk many miles and for up to
24 hours just to attend Mass. The new church will allow
2,000 people to worship at Mass. The Knights of
Columbus out of St Michael's in Exeter are leading the
effort to build the Church. They have a fund-raising goal
of $90,000 and it has been reported that they are off to a
very good start with two matching donations of $15,000.

Are you worried about a family member or

friend who may have a drinking problem?

Alanon welcomes you to learn and get
AL-ANON support from people who have been
through similar problems. We meet in the OLMM in
Hampton, NH Church Basement on Thursdays from 9:30-
10:30am (new members) and from 10:30-11:45am;
Saturdays 1:00pm-2:15pm. Visit al-anon.org for more
information.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

A Men’s AA Step Meeting is held on Sunday mornings
from 7:00 to 8:00 AM at the St. Luke the Evangelist Parish
Hall (Holy Angels Church) Bring your own coffee. For
more information, call Joe at 617-921-9899.

PARISH VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

READERS WANTED

Our Parish community welcomes new readers for
weekend and weekday liturgies. Readers proclaim the
readings and lead the assembly in the general
intercessions. A willing heart and clear speaking voice are
the only qualifications needed - all other training and
materials are provided. Any adult or student in the 5™
grade and up is welcome to become a reader. Anyone who
is interested can see Father Albert or call the Parish Office
for more information at 603 382 8324.

ADORERS NEEDED

0 We are truly blessed to have times for
__ Adoration of Our Lord in our Parish. This
L time of prayer and intercession is not only
' a source of great grace for the individual
but is a great source of grace for us as a parish family. We
have many who have made the commitment to spend an
hour each week with our Eucharistic Lord. Adoration
takes place each Thursday in Newton from 8:30 AM to
8:30 PM. We also need people at all times so we can have

2 people at each hour. If you can commit to one hour a
week in Adoration of our Lord, or if you can be a substitute,
please contact the Parish Office at 603-382-8324 or email
ekindler@stluketheevangelist.net.

The Church in Plaistow is open all day on
Wednesdays for people to stop by and pray
before the presence of Jesus in the tabernacle.
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CHRISTMAS IS COMING!!! Or hadn’t you heard?......

With the Christmas holiday feast upon us, a few planning reminders for the
“big day...”

From the
Pastor’s

Desk

Please note that the last opportunity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation
before Christmas is Sunday, December 21 following 6 PM Evening Prayer at Newton.

The Parish Office will be closed at noon December 23 and on December 24, 25, 26, 31, and
on Jan 1, and 2. Parish Offices will re-open for business on Monday, January 5 at 8:30 am.
The Food Pantry will be closed December 24, 25 and 26.

The Liturgies for the Solemnity of Christmas are on Wednesday, December 24 at 4:00
PM in Plaistow and at 6:30 PM in Newton. On Thursday, December 25, Christmas Day,
we will celebrate Liturgy at 9:00 am in Newton. Christmas is a

Solemnity and is always a holy day of obligation for all Catholics.

Liturgies for the Feast of the Holy Family on Saturday, December 27
and Sunday, December 28 at the usual times. Evening Prayer on
December 28 is at 6 PM in Newton. There is no celebration of the U\ ®
Sacrament of Reconciliation on December 28. i "

The Octave Day of Christmas and the Solemnity of Mary, @zotdko¢
- the Mother of God - a holy day of obligation - will be celebrated at ;
a Vigil Liturgy at Plaistow at 4:00 PM on Wednesday, December 31, B [
and on Thursday, January 1 at 9:00 am in Newton.
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January 4 is the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord. We will follow

our usual Sunday Liturgy schedule. We will gather for Christmas

Evening Prayer at 6:00 PM on Sunday January 4 in Newton. There is no celebration of the
Sacrament of Reconciliation on that evening.

January 11 is the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. We will follow our usual Sunday Liturgy
schedule, and we will gather to sing Christmas Evening Prayer at 6:00 PM in Newton. There
is no celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation on that evening.
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Bringing Home

the Word ¥

Fourth Sunday of Advent (A)

December 21, 2025

Holy Voices

Fr. Joseph Juknialis

nstincts come in various shapes
I and sizes. They may simply be gut

feelings, or dreams that seem to speak
more than a nighttime fantasy trip.
Sometimes, they appear in the form of
daydreaming that takes us to another
place, or they can be the silent voice of
God. Whatever they may be, there are
times when they demand our attention.

In Saint Joan, a play by George
Bernard Shaw, Joan of Arc has a
conversation with Robert about her
conviction regarding what God is calling
her to do. Joan says to him, “I hear
voices. They come from God.”

Robert disagrees. “They come from
your imagination.”

“Of course,” says Joan. “That is how

Sunday Readings
Isaiah 7:10-14

The Lord himself will give you a sign.
Romans 1:1-7

Through [Jesus Christ] we have
received the grace of apostleship.

Matthew 1:18-24

“Behold, the virgin shall be with
child and bear a son, and they shall
name him Emmanuel,” which means
"God is with us.”

messages of God come to us.”

Saint Joseph, the husband of Mary,
placed a heavy credence on his dream,
believing that the dream to keep
pregnant Mary as his wife was the
voice of God, and so Joseph does just
that. Much later, he again listens to a
dream and takes his young family to the
safety of Egypt and then back home to
Nazareth. Those nighttime dreams could
have easily become daytime nightmares.
Yet, for Joseph, there was something that
kept him from simply dismissing them.

Sometimes our inclinations and
inner voices may not seem practical, and
yet, even as we find ourselves second-
guessing them, we think we need to
listen to them. When the inclination is
one toward goodness, that may very well
be the voice of God. ¥

Sometimes our inclinations
may not seem practical,
but they may very well be
the voice of God.

A Word from
Pope Leo XIV

| think it is important for all of
us to learn how to listen more,
to enter into dialogue. First and
foremost, with the Lord: always
listen to the word of God. Also
listen to others...to know how
to listen without judging, not
closing the doors [and] thinking
that we have all the truth and no
one else can tell us anything.
HOMILY, ROME, MAY 11, 2025

REFLECTION
QUESTIONS

ONE2LION2
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* Have you ever followed

an inner voice with which
others disagreed?

e  Who do you trust to tell

you if your instinct is good?
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Prepare with Open Minds and Hearts

Mark G. Boyer

O Flow’r, whose fragrance tender / With sweetness fills the air,
Dispel in glorious splendor / The darkness of everywhere. Jesus—indeed the
True man, yet very God, / From sin and death now save us, literal presence of
And share our ev’ry load.

God with people.

“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming,” Verse 3

Advent. He declares that God’s Son was descended from David according to the flesh but established as Son of God in power

according to the Spirit of holiness through resurrection from the dead. After presenting an extensive genealogy, Matthew
declares that Joseph is a descendant of David. As [Joseph is] foster father of Mary’s child, that makes the One conceived in her
womb by the Holy Spirit a descendant of David, too. Isaiah had long ago told King Ahaz, a descendant of David, that the Lord
would give him a sign of a son, who would be called Emmanuel, to indicate that God was with his people in Judah during the time
of crisis in which Ahaz was king. Matthew stretches this prophecy to apply it to Jesus, the incarnate presence of God, indeed the
literal presence of God with people, true man yet true God.

The third verse of “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” also captures the essence of today’s Scripture texts. Jesus is the rose, whose
fragrance fills the air with sweetness. He is the Savior of the world, the One who frees all from sin and death. Isaiah prophesied his
coming. The Virgin of Nazareth conceived him. Joseph dreamed about him. And Paul put into words his gospel of obedient faith.
As we prepare to celebrate Jesus’ birth in human history, we should lift our heads and open our minds to the glory of the Flower of
Jesse’s stem, Jesus Christ. ¥

I n the opening of his Letter to the Romans, Paul summarizes the other two biblical texts assigned for this fourth Sunday of

From Caroling Through Advent and Christmas by Mark G. Boyer (825248). © 2014, Mark G. Boyer. To order, call 800-325-9521 or visit Liguori.org.
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Wisdom from Catholic Update

From “The Holy Family: An Exemplary Model for Living a Life of Faith”

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, so that the
world may put away

Mary is the new Eve. Preserved as she was from any stain of original sin, she
lived a life of trust and love. The most natural thing for her was to run toward
God. Mary is our example. If you are hiding from God, Advent is the perfect
time to let yourself be found. If there is some interior wound or failure that
keeps your heart far from fully receiving God'’s love, then take the Blessed

the weapons of war and

embrace the ways of
Mother’s example and return trustingly to him. Hear God tell you the same

thing he told her: “Do not be afraid, Mary.” Strive to follow Mary’s lead and
always respond just as she did, as she says in Luke 1:38, “May it be done to

peace, love, and holiness,
we pray—
me according to your word.” Be born in us,

, - : . o be born in our world.
Catholic Update—a subscription newsletter published eleven times a year—explores Church tradition and

teaching on contemporary topics. For more information, call 800-325-9521 or visit Liguori.org. The Redemptorists
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) Thursday: Nativity of the Lord (Christmas):
Monday, Advent Weekday: Is 52:7-10 / Heb 1:1-6 / Jn 1:1-18 or

WEEKDAY 1 S;n 1:24;28 / Lk 1:13—56 11-5, 9-14
Tuesday, Advent Weekday: Fridav. S .
. . y, St. Stephen:
READINGS Mal 3:1-4, 23-24 / Lk 1:57-66 Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 / Mt 10:17-22

Saturday, St. John:
1Jn 1:1-4 / Jn 20:1a, 2-8

December 22-27 Wednesday, Advent Weekday:
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 / Lk 1:67-79

Brmgmg Home © 2025 Liguori Publications, a ministry of the Redemptorists. Scripture quotations in this publication are
-the Word from The New American Bible, Revised Edition, © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine,
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