ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

MUSIC FOR THE LITURGY

Sunday, December 7, 2025
Second Sunday of Advent

Gathering: Come, come Emmanuel, come
Emmanuel

Responsorial Psalm (PS 25)
To you O Lord, I lift my soul, to you I lift my soul.

Preparation: A Voice Cries Out
BB 46
Mass Parts: Mass for Christ the Savior

Communion: In The Breaking Of The Bread
BB 353

Recessional: Ready The Way
BB 63

® PARISH STEWARDSHIP &

Our Parish needs to take in $9700.00 each week in order
to make ends meet. This amount represents an adjusted
budget offertory of $8500.00 per week plus the
combination of budgeted Property and Fuel second
collections ($4800.00 per month divided into 4 weeks or
$1200.00 weekly). Your weekly contribution helps ensure
that the Parish remains a vibrant community. Please
remember to submit your weekly gift even if you will be
away. Consider signing up for electronic giving (see
below). Especially in these trying times, your Parish
depends on your responsible stewardship and support!

November 23 Offertory $5,870.85
CCHD $1,571.00
November 30 Offertory $6,446.68
Christmas Flowers $2,551.00

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS

December 7
December 14
December 21

Property Management
Fuel
Retired Religious Fund

arish= "l(-_}ivinﬂw

simple. secure. convenient.

FOR OUR RECORDS

OFFICE The Parish needs your help to

keep our records current.

If there are any births,
deaths, marriages, moves, phone number or address
changes in your family, please notify the Parish Office at
603-382-8324 or by emailing the Parish Office at
jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net. If you’re new to our
Parish, Welcome ! Registration forms are available at the
entrances of both churches or on our Parish website
stlukenh.org.

4 PARISH
A

Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish uses Parish Giving to
provide parishioners with an opportunity to make your
offertory and other contributions through Electronic
Funds Transfer (EFT). Parish Giving is a simple, secure,
and convenient way to manage your stewardship without
weekly envelopes and without worries. This program is
available to parishioners at no cost. Log on to the St. Luke
the Evangelist Parish website at [=]
http://stlukenh.org, click on the Parish  IF:
Giving logo, and follow the easy
registration instructions.

You can also use your smart phone to
scan the QR code below. The link will take you directly to
Parish Giving so you can donate.
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION

The feast of the
Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin
Mary is the patronal
feast of the people of the USA and is a Holy Day
of Obligation. Our Mass schedule for the holy
day is Monday, December 8 at 8:00 AM in
Newton and Monday, December 8 at 6:30 PMin
Plaistow. Note that because the Holy Days falls
on a Monday, there is no Vigil on Sunday
evening.

aF |

~ ,;:. § :;:’ K 6-,..--,. Our Parish Giving

6 6 Trees are located
in the entrance of
both churches! If

The you choose to take

an ornament or 2
Givin (thank you!)

g Please remember
that the item(s)

Tree listed is due back
at church, wrapped
with the ornament

attached on the

outside of the

package no later

than
December 13-14
(the Third Sunday of Advent).

SHOP FOR BETHLEHEM!
Saint Luke Parish in Newton-
Plaistow will host a special sale
featuring handcrafted olivewood
items from the Holy Land at Holy
Angels Church, 8 Atkinson Depot
Rd., Plaistow, NH.

Saturday December13 3-5PM
Sunday, December 14 10 am to Noon

in the Church Hall (back of church lower-level entrance).
Many gift items are available for Christmas and holiday
giving ! All proceeds go directly to Christian families in the
Bethlehem-Nazareth area.

Visit holylandfamily.com for more information or to shop
on-line. Contact Saint Luke Parish at 603 382-8324 for
more information.

ADVENT EVENING PRAYER

Join us on Sunday evenings of
the Advent season for sung
Evening Prayer at 6:00 PM at
Mary, Mother of the Church in
Newton. The Sacrament of
Reconciliation will be available

following Evening Prayer.

[ N

ADVENT RECONCILIATION SERVICES

Advent Penance Services will be held at Mary, Queen of
Peace Church of Saints Mary & Joseph Parish, Salem on
Sunday, December 7 beginning at 3:00 PM and at Saint
Michael, Exeter on Sunday, December 14 at 3:00 PM. Area
clergy will be available for Confessions.

ST. LUKE PARISH WEBSITE!
http://stlukenh.org
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

% WEEKLY CALENDAR &

Sunday, December 7
7:00am Men’s AA - Parish Hall Plaistow
8:00am  Liturgy Newton
10:00 am Liturgy & Religious Education Plaistow
11:00am OCIA Plaistow

6:00 PM  Evening Prayer & Reconciliation Newton

Monday, December 8
8:00am  Holy Day Liturgy Newton
6:30 PM  Holy Day Liturgy Plaistow
Tuesday, December 9
8:00am  Liturgy Plaistow
Wednesday December 10
Holy Angels Church open all day for prayer
10:00 - Noon Food Pantry open Plaistow
6:30 PM  Liturgy Plaistow
7:00 PM Outreach Ministry Plaistow
Thursday, December 11
8:00am  Liturgy Newton
8:30 AM - 8:30 PM Eucharistic Adoration  Newton
6:00 - 7:00 PM Food Pantry open Plaistow
Friday, December 12
10:00 - Noon Food Pantry open Plaistow
Saturday, December 13
3:00PM  Sacrament of Reconciliation Plaistow
3-5:00 PM Holy Land Gifts Plaistow

Mass Times for travel

.‘i’ﬁé.é.stimes.urg

"come to me all of you™
- Mty 11: 58

 MASS INTENTIONS &

Saturday, December 6 ~ Nicholas of Myra, Bishop
Is 30:19-21, 23-26 Mt 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8
Is 11:1-10 Rom 15:4-10 Mt 3:1-13 (Vigil)
4:00 PM Deceased members of the Fogel family & Frank
Kelcourse by Elaine Kelcourse
Plaistow

Sunday, December 7 ~ Second Sunday of Advent
Is 11:1-10 Rom 15:4-10 Mt 3:1-13
8:00 AM Thomas Antczak by the Burge family
Newton
10:00 AM  Donald Nadeau by Bob & Sandy Nadeau
Plaistow

Monday, December 8 ~ Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Gen 3:9-15, 20 Eph 1:3-6, 11-12 Lk 1:26-38
8:00 AM Marie Reilly by the Stanley family
Newton
6:30 PM Michael Whitcomb Month’s Mind
Plaistow

Tuesday, December 9 ~ Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
Is 40:1-11 Mt 18:12-14
8:00 AM For blessings received by the LaJoie family
Plaistow

Wednesday, December 10 ~ Advent Weekday
Is 40:25-31 Mt 11:28-30
6:30 PM All Souls Intentions
Plaistow

Thursday, December 11 ~ Advent Weekday
Is 41:13-20 Mt 11:11-15
8:00 AM Joseph Paul & Rose by Mary Hintz
Newton

Friday, December 12 ~ Neustra Senora de
Guadalupe
Zec 2:14-17 Lk 1:26-38 NO MASS

Saturday, December 13 ~ Lucy of Syracuse, Martyr
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11Mt 17:9a, 10-13
Is 35:1-6a, 10 Jas 5:7-10 Mt 11:2-11 (Vigil)
4:00 PM Reese Evans by the family
Plaistow

Sunday, December 14 ~ Third Sunday of Advent
Is 35:1-6a, 10 Jas 5:7-10 Mt 11:2-11
8:00 AM Moses & Ellen Tucker by William Tucker

Newton
10:00 AM  Jesselyn & Donald Driscoll by the family
Plaistow
' N
Jecond Week of Advent

St. Luke, Newton-Plaistow, NH
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

SANCTUARY CANDLES & VIGIL LIGHT

The sanctuary candle in Newton burns
this week in memory of Thomas Antczak

The icon candle in Newton burns this : x

by the Burge family.

week in memory of the Tucker family by William Tucker.

The sanctuary candle in Plaistow burns this week in
memory of John Tammaro by the family.

The sanctuary candles in both Newton and Plaistow may
be offered in memory or in honor of a loved one. The vigil
light in front of the Blessed Mother icon in Newton may
also be offered in memory or honor of a loved one. The
suggested offering for each is $10.00. Please call the Parish
Office at 603-382-8324.

CAN YOU HELP?

We are looking for volunteers to
transport Food Pantry donations on
Sunday mornings. If you are in
Newton, the donations need to come
over to the front door of the church in Plaistow after 8 am
Liturgy. If you are in Plaistow, donations go from the
church after 10 am Liturgy around to the back of the Parish
Office and down to the Food Pantry. These are quick and
easy ways to help out, if you have the time. See F. Albert
or call the Parish Office at 603-382-8324 with any
questions and thanks !

MASS INTENTIONS

We gather at the Eucharist to pray for
anyone, living or deceased. If you would
like to request a Mass for a particular

intention such as thanksgiving for a new |,“;I:I:;ﬁns
birth, healing for a sick friend or family

member, or for a deceased loved one or friend, please call
the Parish Office at 603-382-8324 or emalil
jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net. The suggested
donation is $10.00 per Mass.

GLUTEN INTOLERANT?

Our Parish provides an option for receiving Holy
Communion for anyone suffering from gluten intolerance
or celiac disease. We use special low gluten breads that
are fully certified for use at Mass by the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops, and are laboratory tested
to contain only .001% gluten. Please see the Pastor before
Mass about receiving Communion using one of these
special hosts.

Out of respect for the Lord’s house
J l:m and in consideration of fellow
i parishioners, please remember to
L.J FHUHES silence or turn off your cell phone

UH ;vf‘:\ during Mass.
Thank you.

PLEASE HELP OUT!

As you leave church, kindly take your Bulletin with you -
or return it to the basket at the entrance of the Church,
return your music book and Mass card to their proper
place, and pick up after yourself as you leave. Thanks for
being attentive and respectful!

New
‘g tgg @ ; i )
Choir Members
W elcome!

JOIN OUR CHRISTMAS CHOIR!

We welcome Parishioners of all ages to help sing
at Christmas time ! Allyou need is a voice to sing
and heart willing to learn! Our rehearsals are
held at Plaistow as follows:

Monday 12/15 5:30-7 PM
Monday 12/22 5:30-7 PM

Please contact Val Barczak at church or email her at
mvmbarczak@comcast.net.

St. Luke, Newton-Plaistow, NH
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

WINTER WEATHER CLOSINGS

Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish
Office, Holy Angels Cemetery Office,
Saint Luke Food Pantry, and the
Parish Liturgical schedule complies
with the longstanding inclement
weather policy of Saint Luke Religious Education Program
and Holy Angels Pre-School-Kindergarten: If the
Timberlane and/or Sanborn regional school districts
close because of inclement weather, ALL Parish Offices
and Parish programs will be closed or suspended. All
activities by any Parish or non-Parish groups will be
cancelled for that day/evening on both campuses.

In the event of a weather-related closing, the scheduled
weekday Liturgy will not be held and the intention (if any)
will be moved to a conveniently available date.

Sunday (or Saturday evening) liturgies can never be
cancelled, but all are advised to use prudence when
deciding to travel to Church during winter storms.

HOLY ANGELS CEMETERY CLOSED

Holy Angels Cemetery in Plaistow will be closed from
December 1, 2025, until Spring 2026. This decision
comes as result of the real dangers of snow and ice in
the Cemetery and the costs to Parishioners to inter
during the winter months. Please contact the Parish
Office with any questions.

PARENTS BAPTISM
PREPARATION

VAVAN)
BAPTISM

The next preparation session for
infant Baptism will be held after the
10:00 am Liturgy Sunday, December
14 in the Hall Conference Room at Plaistow. All
parents planning to celebrate the Sacrament of
Baptism are welcome. Call the Parish Office at 603-
382-8324 with questions.

Families wishing to celebrate Baptism in the Church
must be REGISTERED (according to Church Canon
law) and PRACTICING (attending Sunday Mass) for 3
full months before a Baptism can be scheduled. The
use of the envelope system is always optional; however
it does guarantee a manner of accountability. For most
families, the Pastor or staff can easily verify attendance
during these three months.

Baptismal Sponsors (godparents) are also regulated by
Church Canon Law. Sponsors must be at least 16, fully
initiated (having received Baptism, Eucharist and
Confirmation), be practicing Catholics living Christian
lives consistent with the Church’s teaching, and if
married, having celebrated the Sacrament of
Matrimony in the Church. Please call or see F. Albert
with questions.

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION STATEMENT

If you would like an “end of year” financial statement of
your contributions to the parish for 2025, please call or
email Jackie at the Parish Office at
jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net or 603-382-8324.
Financial Statements are issued on a request only basis.

TAX TIME SUGGESTION

Did you know? If you are 72 or older and need to take a
“required minimum distribution (RMD)” from an IRA
retirement account, a direct distribution to a qualified
charitable organization, such as Saint Luke the Evangelist
Parish, can save you money on your taxes. Such a donation
will count toward your required minimum distribution but
will be excluded from taxable income. Ask your tax
preparer or IRA trustee for more details.

HOSPITAL & NURSING HOME
VISITATION

If you or someone you know is in the
hospital and wants to receive the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick
or avisit, please contact the Parish Office at 603-382-
8324. If you or someone you know faces a hospital
admission, make sure they know to inform the
hospital that they are Catholic and are members of
Saint Luke the Evangelist, Newton-Plaistow. If a
person cannot make this information known at the
time of admission, a family member can make that
information known to the hospital staff. Because of
privacy laws, the Parish cannot obtain information on
your behalf.

HOSPITALIZED

St. Luke, Newton-Plaistow, NH
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST PARISH

DECEMBER 7, 2025

RELIGIOUS

EDUCATION

~)}

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Religious Education Registration for the 2025-2026
Academic Year for Grades K through 6 are held at
the 10 am Liturgy on Sunday.

TODAY!
Our Religious Education
Program follows the Sunday December 7
Scripture readings from the Sessions at
P g 10 am Liturgy

Liturgical year, so our

students are always hearing

and learning about the Scriptures from the current
week. Students celebrate a Liturgy of the Word each
week and then focus on the readings as they apply to
some practice or teaching of the Church. Parents are
always welcome to attend the dismissal sessions.
Registration for RE sessions continues in the Office
in the Parish Hall. Sacramental preparation programs
are also available for young and older students.
Please call F. Albert, Joyce Szczapa or Robin
Thompson in the Parish Office 603-382-8324 for
more information.

OCIA FOR CHILDREN/TEENS

The Parish offers age-appropriate Sacramental
preparation for any young person who has “missed”
the traditional Sacramental preparation process. Call
the Parish Office with questions.

RESTROOM BREAKS DURING MASS
ATTENTION PARENTS !

Please be sure to accompany your young children
when they need to use the restroom during Mass.
This is for their safety... and your peace of mind!

Order of Christian Initiation for Adults

ST.LUKE THE EVANGELIST
WELCOME IN CHRIST!

Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish invites all to a deeper love
of Jesus and to a fullness of communion with the Church.
The ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS
(OCIA) is a process where adults and older children are
welcomed into the Catholic Church.

PRAY FOR OUR CATECHUMEN AND CANDIDATES

Catechumen Vivian St. Hilaire
Candidates for Full Communion with the Church
Gary Castiglione Darrell Britton  Tucker Carlisle
Candidates for Sacraments
Halle Curley Scott Maxwell Ryan Cawthron
Please add these OCIA members onto your prayer list as
they continue their faith journey!

Do you know someone who is thinking about becoming part
of our Catholic community? Are you the non-Catholic
spouse of a parishioner who is wondering about full
communion with the Church? Are you an adult Catholic
who for whatever reason, “missed” one or more of the
sacraments of initiation while growing up? Do you have
children over 7 years of age who were never Baptized, or
older children who “missed” sacraments?

The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (and its
adapted form for children) welcomes all kinds of people
into the Catholic family. The OCIA is for any adult who is:
unbaptized and recognizes a need for spirituality in their
life or Baptized and raised in another Christian tradition
but interested in learning about the Catholic faith, or
Baptized in the Catholic faith, but never received any
formal religious training. Children of all ages are welcome
and participate in age appropriate meetings for their OCIA
experience.

Contact Father Albert in the Parish Office at

603.382.8324 for more information or email at

fr.alber luketheevangelist.n
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST PARISH

DECEMBER 7, 2025

Az KNIGHTS
> OF COLUMBUS

IN SERVICE TO ONE. IN SERVICE TO ALL.

The Knights of Columbus and Saint Luke the Evangelist
Food Pantry would like to thank our parishioners for the
ongoing support to The Knights of Columbus and Saint
Luke the Evangelist Food Pantry would like to thank our
parishioners for the ongoing support to feed those in need.
Shopping lists and

feed those in need. Shopping lists and bags are provided
on the 3 week of every month with the general collection
of non-perishable items happening the following (4*)
weekend. Food donations can also be left in the plastic
totes at the rear of either church or brought to the Parish
Office during Office hours. Prefer 4
not to shop? Gift cards or checks F d § h
can be made out to Saint Luke Fammes
Food Pantry anytime. Your

generosity and support are greatly

appreciated!

JOIN THE KNIGHTS IN DOING GOOD'!
KNIGHTS ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP

The Knights of Columbus are offering associate
membership to anyone who would like to participate with
the Knights in our activities. Membership is available to
anyone in our parish or in the community. There are
currently about a dozen associate members. It's free and
you can pick and choose what activities you would like to
be involved with. If you want more information about the
Knights, including our Associate membership program,
contact Dan Sullivan at 603-770-4803 or at
dans49@comcast.net.

Saint Luke the Evangelist
OUTREACH MINISTRY

YOUR “DROPPED DOLLAR” HARD AT WORK

Thank you for your continued support of the St. Luke
Outreach Ministry! Please know that your “dropped
dollars” are being used wisely to help the poor in our area.
Your generosity does not go unnoticed. All contributions
go to helping families and individuals in our towns.

Our Outreach Ministry welcomes new volunteers! Join us
at our monthly meeting in the Parish Hall and see what we
are all about. Our next meeting is on December 10.

If you need assistance or need information about
St. Luke’s Outreach Ministry,

Volunteers Needed for St. Gianna's Place

St Gianna's Place needs Catholic women to help women
in unexpected pregnancies at our home in southern NH.
Opportunities include: teaching weekly classes,
cleaning, babysitting, transportation, office help,
providing dinner, and more. If you want to serve, please
email Admin@StGiannasPlace.org.

call 603-382-8324 x315.
SAFETY AND SECURITY
Our Parish properties are active

From the
Pastor's Desk
places, where traffic and parked

vehicles are a constant presence in the ebb and flow of a
busy week. It is important to remember that because of
the activity on both campuses, it is easy for someone
looking for a quick deed to find a vehicle. Please be sure to
lock and secure your vehicle when you are parked on either
campus. If possible, secure valuables out of sight or make
sure valuables in an open bed truck are secure. We have
requested extra police presence in our lots during Masses,
but patrols can only do so much. Each of us are responsible
for making sure, as best we as are able, that our vehicles
are safe and secure. Anyone who sees something or
someone unusual in the lots is welcome to contact the
local police.

‘I give you a hew commandment, says the
Lord: love one another as I have loved you.” "9
< Are you being called to strengthen His body
through a vocation to the priesthood, diaconate

or the consecrated life?
Contact the Vocation Office

at 603.663.0196 or cmartel@rcbm.org.




ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST PARISH

DECEMBER 7, 2025

JSTHING

£ DONATION
| e . _\_'t\
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CLOTHING DRIVE
Kimberly's 20" Annual Holiday Give Away!!!

We will be collecting clothing and nonperishable
food items on January 3-4 at Holy Angels Parish
Hall (downstairs of the church, back entrance),
from Noon to 4:00 PM each day. We will be
accepting donations for Catie's Closet, Ruth's
House, Emmaus House, Lazarus House, Wish
Project and Saint Luke's Food Pantry. We are
accepting CLEAN clothing of any size, any
season, any decade. Any donations of socks or
underwear must be new and packaged. If you
have any questions, concerns, or would like to
volunteer please contact me at: kimberly-
andrade@comcast.net. Your continued support
throughout the years is the only way this works,
so thank you in advance for continuing to
support our cause! May you all have a safe and
healthy holiday season and may God continue to
bless you always.

COLD AND FLU SEASON
Feeling a little sniffle coming on?

Everyone should have a sense of prudence about safe
health practices at all times of the year. If someone is truly
ill, the obligation to participate in Sunday Liturgy does not
apply. While precautions and practices are a necessary
part of the cold and flu season, it’s always important to be
reasonable and prudent when we areill. Our care for each
other also extends to making sure everyone is attended to
in the best way possible.

And remember... bed rest and chicken soup can
sometimes be a “sacramental” experience!

PARISH VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

READERS WANTED

Our parish community A
welcomes new readers for
weekend and weekday liturgies.
Readers proclaim the readings
and lead the assembly in the general
intercessions. A willing heart and clear speaking
voice are the only qualifications needed - all
other training and materials are provided. Any
adult or student in the 5% grade and up is
welcome to become a reader. Anyone who is
interested can see Father Albert or call the
Parish Office for more information at 603 382
8324.

ADORERS NEEDED

We are truly blessed to have
times for Adoration of Our
Lord in our Parish. This time of
prayer and intercession is not

only a source of great grace for

the individual but is a great source of grace for us
as a parish family. We have many who have
made the commitment to spend an hour each
week with our Eucharistic Lord. Adoration
takes place each Thursday in Newton from 8:30
AMto 8:30 PM. We also need people at all times
so we can have 2 people at each hour. If you can
commit to one hour a week in Adoration of our
Lord, or if you can be a substitute, please contact
the Parish Office at 603-382-8324 or email
ekindler@stluketheevangelist.net.

The Church in Plaistow is open all day on
Wednesdays for people to stop by and pray
before the presence of Jesus in the tabernacle.




ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST PARISH

DECEMBER 7, 2025

INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP

JOIN YOUR PRAYER TO ST.
LUKE’S INTERCESSORY
PRAYER GROUP

Do you pray? Are you open to
growing in prayer?  You are
warmly invited to join the women
and men who pray for the intentions of
parishioners, of people who leave requests on

~ The
| Compassionate
/ Friends

Supporting Family After a Child Dies

The Compassionate Friends provide support for bereaved
families after the loss of a child, grandchild, or sibling—any
age, any cause. For more information and to find a local
chapter meeting, visit compassionatefriends.org.

our Prayer Line (number below) or those who

ask one of us personally. Confidentiality is
promised. Using just someone’s first name, a list
is shared weekly via email to the group covering
all manner of conditions of health, financial
circumstances, or any other need.

We pray for our country, our families, and for the
Universal Church. We pray for peace throughout
the world and for those in any kind of danger. We
pray for the deceased and those who mourn their

Are you worried about a family

member or friend who may have a

drinking problem? Alanon welcomes

you to learn and get support from

AL-ANON people who have been through similar

problems. We meet in the OLMM in

Hampton, NH Church Basement on Thursdays from 9:30-

10:30am (new members) and from 10:30-11:45am;

Saturdays 1:00pm-2:15pm. Visit al-anon.org for more
information.

loss, and for the souls in purgatory.

We give thanks for answered prayers. We pray
for the priests, deacons, religious and
seminarians of the Manchester.

Each week, these intercessions are intertwined
with the mysteries of the Rosary. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact Elaine
Kindler at ekindler@stluketheevangelist.net or
leave a message at 603-382-8324, ext. 314.

% PARISH DIRECTORY *

Parish Office 603-382-8324

Fr. Albert Tremblay, Pastor fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net
Joyce Szczapa, Rel. Ed. jszczapa@stluketheevangelist.net
Jackie Tremblay, Administrator jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net
Val Barczak, Music Director mvmbarczak@comcast.net

Robin Thompson, Rel. Ed. rthompson@stluketheevangelist.net
Elaine Kindler, Intercessory Prayer & Adoration schedule

ekindler@stluketheevangelist.net 603-382-8324 x 314
St. Luke Food Pantry 603-819-4949
St. Luke Outreach Ministry 603-382-8324 x 315
Parish Prayer Line 603-382-8324 x 314
Holy Angels Preschool holyangelsprek@comcast.net

4 ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS N\

A Men’s AA Step Meeting is held on Sunday mornings
from 7:00 to 8:00 AM at the St. Luke the Evangelist Parish
Hall (Holy Angels Church) Bring your own coffee. For
more information, call Joe at 617-921-9899.

- /

If you haven't already, s tme ko like the
St Luke the Evangelist Parish - Newton/Plaistow
Facebook Page!

|
|
|
|
|
|
LlKE | Andthen share the news with others through
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

you halve access 1o Use.

RE Facebook, What's App, or any other social media

Help get the word out about all that's going on at our Parish!




Second Sunday of Advent (A)

December 7, 2025

Pretend the Dream

Fr. Joseph Juknialis

hen I was in college, we
had a professor who would
often say that if, instead of

acting the way we feel, we acted the way
we would like to feel, then we would
soon begin to feel the way we hoped.
Over the years, I've found a fair amount
of wisdom in that advice, although I
don’t always remember to tap into it.
know it’s all a kind of pretending, but
somehow the pretending does seem to
make a difference.

Each year, we make our journey
into Christmas with a year’s baggage.
We come with good memories of fun

Sunday Readings
Isaiah 11:1-10

He shall judge the poor with justice,
and decide fairly for the land's
afflicted.

Romans 15:4-9

May the God of endurance and
encouragement grant you to think
in harmony with one another,

in keeping with Christ Jesus.

Matthew 3:1-12

[John the Baptist said,] “Prepare
the way of the Lord, make straight
his paths.”

times, sun-drenched summers, dappled
autumns, vacations, and birthday
parties. But we also make our way

into this red and green season with

a generous share of hurts and pains,
failures, and even sins, just because most
years are lived that way.

So, during this last month of each
year, we play at being happy and pretend
that all is good. We sing carols and
toast friendships and wish each other
blessings and goodness. And, we do it all
with an unspoken honesty, knowing full
well that life is not always so, but maybe
by pretending, and by some freakish
twist of godliness, we can find for some
short time the harmony once prophesied
by Isaiah. Maybe the wolf and the lamb
will be kind, and the calf and lion will
forget their history, and, for at least one
brief shining moment, we will live in
harmony with one another. ¥

If we acted the way we
would like to feel,
then we would soon begin
to feel the way we hoped.

A Word from
Pope Leo XIV

With the light and the strength
of the Holy Spirit, let us build a
Church founded on God's love,
a sign of unity, a missionary
Church that opens its arms
to the world, proclaims the
Word, allows itself to be made
“restless” by history, and
becomes a leaven of harmony
for humanity.

HOMILY, ROME, MAY 18, 2025

REFLECTION
QUESTIONS

ONE2LION2
BEEECLIOW

e s it right to act nicer than
| feel?

e Have | ever had the
experience of feeling better
because of my actions?
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New Life in a New World

Mark G. Boyer

Go, Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, / This Rose I have in mind,

With Mary we behold it, / The Virgin Mother kind. In this new world,
To show God’s love a right, / She bore to us a Savior, the way of life will
When half spent was the night. be different

“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming,” Verse 2

middle of the desert that few are able to hear, John challenges religious authorities to demonstrate that they have changed
their ways; otherwise, like non-producing fruit trees, they will be cut down. The One who breaks the fetters of sin will
separate the wheat from the chaft in preparation for the arrival of his Father’s kingdom.

The One who is coming is Isaiah’s shoot from Jesse’s stump that has blossomed from the Virgin Mary’s womb. He will display
God’s love not in a culturally sappy manner of hugs and kisses, but with a peace and knowledge of the Lord that brings no harm
or ruin on God’s holy mountain.

In this new world, the way of life will be different. The wolf will no longer appear in sheep’s clothing to trick the lamb. The lion
will no longer stalk the calf. Bears and cows will live as next-door neighbors in peace. The man who will reign will be guided by
the Lord’s Spirit, filled with wisdom, understanding, counsel, strength, knowledge, and awe. When he separates chaft from wheat,
his guide will be justice, that is, what is due others in faithfulness. In this new kingdom, both Jews and Gentiles who repent will be
welcomed. ¥

l ohn the Baptist is the prophet who prepares the way for Jesus with fiery homilies about repentance. Like a lone voice in the

From Caroling Through Advent and Christmas by Mark G. Boyer (825248). © 2014, Mark G. Boyer. To order, call 800-325-9521 or visit Liguori.org.
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Wisdom from Catholic Update

From “The Origin of Christmas Traditions: A Window to Our Faith”
by Christopher M. Bellitto, PhD

The Nativity scene was first seen in Rome as a fresco in the St. Sebastian

PRAYER

Cat b in the late 300s. In th id-fifth tury, P Sixtus Ill set
atacomp In e late S. In e mi | century, Fope SIXtus set up an LOI’d Jesus, so that by our

elaborate recreation of the Bethlehem story when he renovated the Basilica

of St. Mary Major. The church still claims to have boards from the original words and our actions we

manger. Saint Francis of Assisi set up the first living Nativity in the Italian city may point the way to you,

of Greccio in 1223. Francis used a young girl, a newborn baby boy, and live we pray—

animals to preach as simply as possible for all to understand the story. He Be born in us,

wanted people to see the real conditions under which Jesus was brought be born in our world.

into the world—to see what it was like for a newborn living among animals. )
The Redemptorists

Catholic Update—a subscription newsletter published eleven times a year—explores Church tradition and
teaching on contemporary topics. For more information, call 800-325-9521 or visit Liguori.org.

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

.
©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 00

Monday, Immaculate Conception of the Thursday, Advent Weekday:
WEEKDAY Blessed Virgin Mary: Gn 3:9-15, 20 / Eph Is 41:13-20 / Mt 11:11-15
1:3-6, 1112/ Lk 1:26-38 Friday, Our Lady of Guadalupe:
READl NGS Tuesday, Advent Weekday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab /
Is 40:1-11 / Mt 18:12-14 Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47
December 8-13 Wednesday, Advent Weekday: Saturday, St. Lucy:
Is 40:25-31 / Mt 11:28-30 Sir 48:1-4, 9-11 / Mt 17:9a, 10-13

Brmgmg Home © 2025 Liguori Publications, a ministry of the Redemptorists. Scripture quotations in this publication are
-the Word from The New American Bible, Revised Edition, © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine,
Washington, DC. The Pope Leo XIV quotation is used with permission and copyright © 2025 Libreria Editrice
December 7, 2025 Vaticana. All rights reserved. 1-800-325-9521. Liguori.org.
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