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MUSIC FOR THE LITURGY 

 
Sunday, November 9, 2025 

Dedication of the Lateran Basilica  
     

 Gathering:    All Are Welcome  BB 443 
 
     Responsorial Psalm  (PS 84) 
 
Oh how Lovely is your dwelling place, dwelling of the 
Lord of hosts. How we long for your house O Lord, 
singing out a song of joy to the living God! 

 
     Preparation: By Our Love  BB 500 
 
     Mass Parts: Mass Of Creation 
  
     Communion: Take & Eat  BB 364      
       
     Recessional: Church of God, Elect & Glorious     

   BB 448 
 

 
DIOCESE OF MANCHESTER 

 NEW HAMPSHIRE  
CATHOLIC APPEAL  

 

 
As of October 14, the Parish met our 

New Hampshire 2025 Catholic Appeal goal of 
$47,579.00!  If you have an outstanding pledge, thank you 
for your generosity toward the NHCA.  All donations after 
our goal are shared between the Parish at 90% and NHCA 
at 10%.  Thank you for your good stewardship and support 
of our 2025 NHCA Campaign! 

 

 

  PARISH STEWARDSHIP   
 
Our Parish needs to take in $9700.00 each week in order 
to make ends meet.  This amount represents an adjusted 
budget offertory of $8500.00 per week plus the 
combination of budgeted Property and Fuel second 
collections ($4800.00 per month divided into 4 weeks or 
$1200.00 weekly).  Your weekly contribution helps ensure 
that the Parish remains a vibrant community.  Please 
remember to submit your weekly gift even if you will be 
away.  Consider signing up for electronic giving (see 
below).  Especially in these trying times, your Parish 
depends on your responsible stewardship and support! 
 
November 2 Offertory $7,369.47 
November 2  Property Management     $1,929.87 
   
 

 
Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish uses Parish Giving to 
provide parishioners with an opportunity to make your 
offertory and other contributions through Electronic 
Funds Transfer (EFT).  Parish Giving is a simple, secure, 
and convenient way to manage your stewardship without 
weekly envelopes and without worries.  This program is 
available to parishioners at no cost.  Log on to the St. Luke 
the Evangelist Parish website at 

http://stlukenh.org, click on the Parish 
Giving logo, and follow the easy 
registration instructions. 
 

You can also use your smart phone to 
scan the QR code below.  The link will take you directly to 
Parish Giving so you can donate. 

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS  
 
November 9      Military Diocese of the US 
November 16      Fuel 
November 23      Campaign for Human Development 
 

http://stlukenh.org/
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 

Religious Education Registration for the 2025-2026 
Academic Year for Grades K through 6 are held at 
the 10 am Liturgy on Sunday.  
 
Our Religious Education 
Program follows the Sunday 
Scripture readings from the 
Liturgical year, so our students 
are always hearing and learning 
about the Scriptures from the 
current week. Students celebrate a Liturgy of the 
Word each week and then focus on the readings as 
they apply to some practice or teaching of the 
Church.  Parents are always welcome to attend the 
dismissal sessions.  Registration for RE sessions 
continues in the Office in the Parish Hall.  
Sacramental preparation programs are also available 
for young and older students. Please call F. Albert, 
Joyce Szczapa or Robin Thompson in the Parish 
Office 603-382-8324 for more information.  
 

OCIA FOR CHILDREN/TEENS 
 
The Parish offers age-appropriate Sacramental 
preparation for any young person who has “missed” 
the traditional Sacramental preparation process.  Call 
the Parish Office with questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

 
The month of November is a time when the Church 
traditionally prays in a special way for the faithful 
departed.  The celebration of All Souls Day on November 
2 is a joyful and poignant reminder that we worship and 
live in communion with those who have gone before us in 
faith. 
 

All Souls envelopes are available at the entrance of both 
Churches.  Any intentions listed on the envelopes will be 
remembered at Liturgies offered as “All Souls Intentions” 
throughout the coming liturgical year.  All Souls envelopes 
can be deposited in the regular collection basket at your 
convenience.   
 
 

The Holy Liturgy can be offered for any deceased Catholic 
person.  Please contact the Parish Office at 603-382-8324 
to inquire about scheduling.  Exact dates cannot always be 
accommodated, so calling early for the coming year is 
advised.  The suggested donation for an announced 
commemoration is $10.00 payable to Saint Luke Parish 

 

THE BOOK OF THE 

NAMES OF THE DEAD 

Throughout November, a special 
Book of the Names of the Dead will be 
open near the Baptismal Font & 
Paschal Candle for parishioners to 
record the names of the faithful 

departed.  It is a visible sign that the faithful departed 
remain with us as part of the Church.  You are welcome to 
record names of loved ones and the dates of their death. 
 

 
DIOCESE OF MANCHESTER  

2025 WHITE MASS 
 
The White Mass is a special opportunity to 
ask God’s blessings for healthcare 
professionals and to affirm the profound 
service they give to the sick according to the model of 
Jesus Christ. The White Mass will be held at St. Joseph 
Cathedral in Manchester on Saturday, November 15, 
2025, at 4 PM. During a reception after the Mass, the New 
Hampshire Guild of Catholic Healthcare Professionals will 
recognize the recipient of the 2025 St. Martin de Porres 
Award. The St. Martin de Porres Award is awarded by the 
Guild to an individual who has exemplified the virtues of 
Catholic healthcare in her or his career as a healthcare 
professional. 
 

TODAY! 
No RE sessions  

 
Sessions 
resume 

November 16 
 
 

  
 
  

  
  
   
  

   
  
 

    
 

   
   
  

   
  
 

    
 

RESTROOM BREAKS DURING MASS 
ATTENTION PARENTS ! 

 
Please be sure to accompany your young children 
when they need to use the restroom during Mass.  
This is for their safety… and your peace of mind! 
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    WEEKLY CALENDAR     
Sunday, November 9 

7:00 am  Men’s AA – Parish Hall Plaistow 
8:00 am  Liturgy Newton 
10:00 am  Liturgy    Plaistow 
11:00 am  Parents Baptism Preparation Plaistow 

 
Monday, November 10 

8:00 am  Liturgy Newton 
 

Tuesday, November 11  
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED TODAY 

 
8:00 am  Liturgy Plaistow 
6:30 PM   Gospel of Matthew 7 Plaistow 
   

Wednesday November 12 
Holy Angels Church open all day for prayer 

10:00 – Noon  Food Pantry open Plaistow 
6:30 PM     Liturgy Plaistow 

 
Thursday, November 13 

8:00 am  Liturgy Newton 
8:30 AM – 8:30 PM    Eucharistic Adoration Newton 
6:00 – 7:00 PM  Food Pantry open Plaistow 
 

Friday, November 14 
10:00 – Noon  Food Pantry open Plaistow 
 

Saturday, November 15 
  
3:00 PM  Sacrament of Reconciliation Plaistow 
   

 
 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
 

The Parish Office will be 
closed on Tuesday, 
November 11 in 
observance of Veterans Day. 

 
 
 

Out of respect for the Lord’s 
house and in consideration 

of fellow parishioners, 
please remember to  silence 
or turn off your cell phone 
during Mass.  Thank you. 

 
 
 

 
  MASS INTENTIONS   

 
Sunday, November 9 ~ Dedication of the Lateran Basilica  
    Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12  1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17 Jn 2:13-22 
8:00 AM Suzanne Busch by Jim Edwards 
 Newton 
10:00 AM Jesselyn & Donald Driscoll by their family   
 Plaistow 
 
Monday, November 10~ Leo the Great of Rome, Pope 
     Wis 1:1-7 Lk 17:1-6 
8:00 AM Deceased members of the Bedel & Hudgens 

families by Charlie & Lisa Angwin 
 Newton 
 
Tuesday, November 11~ Martin of Tours, Bishop 
     Wis 2:23—3:9 Lk 17:7-10 
8:00 AM Eric Antkowiak by the family 
 Plaistow 
 
Wednesday, November 12 ~ Josaphat, Bishop & Martyr 
     Wis 6:1-11 Lk 17:11-19 
6:30 PM Suzanne Busch by Jim Edwards 
 Plaistow 
 
Thursday, November 13~ Frances Xavier Cabrini, Religious 
& Founder 
    Wis 7:22b—8:1 Lk 17:20-25 
8:00 AM Lawrence Perry by Kathy Doran & Paul Chadis 
 Newton 
 
Friday, November 14 ~ 32nd Ordinary 
     Wis 13:1-9 Lk 17:26-37   NO MASS 
 
Saturday, November 15 ~  Albert, Bishop & Teacher 
     Wis 18:14-16; 19:6-9 Lk 18:1-8 (Day) 
     Mal 3:19-20a 2 Thes 3:7-12 Lk 21:5-19 (Vígil)  
4:00 PM  Jay Knowles by Bob & Alice Litwinovich 

 
Sunday, November 16 ~ Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 
        Mal 3:19-20a 2 Thes 3:7-12 Lk 21:5-19 
8:00 AM Clifford Springer by the Barczak family 
 Newton 
10:00 AM Deceased members of the Fogel Family & Frank 

Kelcourse by Elaine Kelcourse 
 Plaistow 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 
We gather at the Eucharist to pray for 
anyone, living or deceased.  If you would 
like to request a Mass for a particular 
intention such as thanksgiving for a new 
birth, healing for a sick friend or family 
member, or for a deceased loved one or friend, please call 
the Parish Office at 603-382-8324 or email 
jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net.  The suggested 
donation is $10.00 per Mass. 

 

  

  

mailto:jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net
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SANCTUARY CANDLES & VIGIL LIGHT 

 
The sanctuary candle in Plaistow burns this 
week in memory of Eric Antkowiak by his 
family. 
 
The sanctuary candle in Newton burns this week in 
memory of Suzanne Busch by Jim Edwards.  
 
The vigil light before the icon of the Blessed Virgin in 
Newton burns this week for the intentions of John 
Szematowicz by Barb & Jack Brotz. 
 
The Christmas cactus in Newton by the tabernacle has 
been placed in memory of Suzanne Busch by Jim 
Edwards. 
 
The sanctuary candles in both Newton and Plaistow may 
be offered in memory or in honor of a loved one. The vigil 
light in front of the Blessed Mother icon in Newton may 
also be offered in memory or honor of a loved one. The 
suggested offering for each is $10.00.  Please call the Parish 
Office at 603-382-8324. 

 
 

CAN YOU HELP US OUT ? 
 
We are looking for volunteers to 
transport Food Pantry donations on 
Sunday mornings.  If you are in 
Newton, the donations need to 

come over to the front door of the church in Plaistow 
after 8 am Liturgy.  If you are in Plaistow, donations 
go from the church after 10 am Liturgy around to the 
back of the Parish Office and down to the Food 
Pantry.  These are quick and easy ways to help out, if 
you have the time.  See F. Albert or call the Parish 
Office at 603-382-8324 with any questions and 
thanks ! 
 

FOR OUR RECORDS 
 
The Parish needs your help to keep our records current.   
If there are any births, deaths, marriages, moves, phone number 
or address changes in your family, please notify the Parish Office 
at 603-382-8324 or by emailing the Parish Office at 
jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net.  If you’re new to our Parish, 
Welcome ! Registration forms are available at the entrances of 
both churches or on our Parish website stlukenh.org. 

 

 
COLLECTION COUNTERS 

WANTED 
 
We are looking for a few good people to 
help us with one of our “hidden ministries,” 
the counting of our Parish collections.  
Volunteers are needed to help count and document 
collections each week.  The counts are usually done on 
Monday mornings from 8:30 – 10:30 and occasionally on a 
Tuesday morning when holidays occur. 
 
Counting teams work on a rotating basis and all training is 
provided.  A volunteer does have to navigate stairs to 
access the counting room.   
 
If you think that you might enjoy the company of this 
dedicated group while sharing in this important ministry, 
please speak to Fr. Albert, or call the Parish Office at 603-
382-8324 for more information.        
 

 
The Saint Luke Prayer Shawl 
Ministry meets every first Thursday of the 
month at 10:00 am at the Parish Office.  
The next meeting is December 4. 
 
The Shawl Ministry knits and crochets prayer shawls that 
are given to the loved ones of parishioners who have died, 
and to the Parishioners who are sick and need to be 
“covered” in prayer.  All skill levels are welcome!  Call the 
Parish Office for more information. 

 
GLUTEN INTOLERANT? 

 
Our Parish provides an option for receiving Holy 
Communion for anyone suffering from gluten intolerance 
or celiac disease.  We use special low gluten breads that 
are fully certified for use at Mass by the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, and are laboratory tested 
to contain only .001% gluten.  Please see the Pastor before 
Mass about receiving Communion using one of these 
special hosts.  
 

 
ST. LUKE PARISH WEBSITE! 

 

http://stlukenh.org 

 
 
 

 

http://stlukenh.org/
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PARENTS BAPTISM 

PREPARATION 
 

The next preparation session for 
infant Baptism will be held after 
the 10:00 am Liturgy Sunday, 
November 9 in the Hall 

Conference Room at Plaistow.  All parents planning to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism are welcome.   
Call the Parish Office at 603- 382-8324 with 
questions. 

Families wishing to celebrate Baptism in the Church 
must be REGISTERED  (according to Church Canon 
law) and PRACTICING  (attending Sunday Mass) for 3 
full months before a Baptism can be scheduled.   The 
use of the envelope system is always optional, however 
it does guarantee a manner of accountability.  For most 
families, the Pastor or staff can easily verify attendance 
during these three months. 

Baptismal Sponsors (godparents) are also regulated by 
Church Canon Law.  Sponsors must be at least 16, fully       
initiated (having received Baptism, Eucharist and      
Confirmation), be practicing Catholics living Christian 
lives consistent with the Church’s teaching, and if 
married, having celebrated the Sacrament of 
Matrimony in the Church.     Please call or see F. Albert 
with questions. 

 

  PARISH DIRECTORY   
 
Parish Office                                                              603-382-8324 
Fr. Albert Tremblay, Pastor          fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net          
Joyce Szczapa, Rel. Ed.             jszczapa@stluketheevangelist.net 
Jackie Tremblay, Administrator  jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net 
Val Barczak, Music Director mvmbarczak@comcast.net 
Robin Thompson, Rel. Ed.                      603-382-8324 
Elaine Kindler, Intercessory Prayer & Adoration schedule 
                       603-382-8324 
St. Luke Food Pantry                      603-819-4949  
St. Luke Outreach Ministry            603-382-8324 x 315 
Parish Prayer Line                                          603-382-8324 x 314 
Holy Angels Preschool                    holyangelsprek@comcast.net 
 

 

JOIN OUR CHRISTMAS CHOIR ! 
 
We welcome Parishioners of all ages to help sing 
at Christmas time !  All you need is a voice to sing 
and heart willing to learn! Our rehearsals are 
held at Plaistow as follows: 
 

Monday 11/24  5:30-7 PM 
Monday, 12/1  5:30-7 PM 
Monday 12/15  5:30-7 PM 
Monday 12/22  5:30-7 PM 

 
Please contact Val Barczak at church or email her at 

mvmbarczak@comcast.net. 
 
 

 
YOUR “DROPPED DOLLAR” HARD AT WORK 

 
Thank you for your continued support of the St. Luke 
Outreach Ministry!  Please know that your “dropped 
dollars” are being used wisely to help the poor in our area.  
Your generosity does not go unnoticed.  All contributions 
go to helping families and individuals in our towns. 
 
Our Outreach Ministry welcomes new volunteers!  Join us 
at our monthly meeting in the Parish Hall and see what we 
are all about. Our next meeting is on November 19. 
 

If you need assistance or need information about 
St. Luke’s Outreach Ministry,  

call 603-382-8324 x315. 

mailto:mvmbarczak@comcast.net
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SAINT LUKE THE 
EVANGELIST 

FOOD PANTRY 
 

Thank you for your support of our 
Food Pantry! Our Pantry shelves 
are empty these days!   Can you 
help? 

 
Hot and cold cereal  Pasta 
Pasta sauce            Canned vegetables 
Crackers, snack items  Ramen noodles  
Cookies & treats for kids  Peanut butter  
Pancake mix and syrup  Jam and Jelly 
Canned meats   Canned soup 
Tuna fish   Canned fruit 
Shelf stable milk 
 

Consider donating personal care products (shampoo, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, etc.) or household cleaning 
products, paper towels, toilet tissue, or facial tissue.  Pet 
food is always welcome! 
 

Checks made out to St. Luke Food Pantry are always 
useful and welcome.  Our Pantry spends upwards of 
$1,500.00 per month to help the hungry!  

 
The Knights of Columbus and Saint Luke the Evangelist 
Food Pantry would like to thank our parishioners for the 
ongoing support to feed those in need.  Shopping lists and 
bags are provided on the 3rd week of every month with the 
general collection of non-perishable items happening the 
following (4th) weekend.  Food donations can also be left in 
the plastic totes at the 
rear of either church or 
brought to the Parish 
Office during Office 
hours.  Prefer not to 
shop?  Gift cards or 
checks can be made out 
to Saint Luke Food Pantry anytime.  Your generosity and 
support are greatly appreciated! 

 
JOIN THE KNIGHTS IN DOING GOOD !  
KNIGHTS ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP 

 
The Knights of Columbus are offering associate 
membership to anyone who would like to participate with 
the Knights in our activities.  The membership is available 
to anyone in our parish or in the community.  There are 
currently about a dozen associate members.  It's free and 
you can pick and choose what activities you would like to 
be involved with. If you want more information about the 
Knights, including our Associate membership program, 
contact Dan Sullivan at 603-770-4803 or at 
dans49@comcast.net. 
 

 

HOSPITAL & NURSING HOME 
VISITATION 

If you or someone you know is in the hospital and 
wants to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing 
of the Sick or a visit, please contact the Parish 
Office at 603-382-8324.  If you or someone you 
know faces a hospital admission, make sure they 

know to inform the hospital that they are Catholic and are 
members of Saint Luke the Evangelist, Newton-Plaistow.  If a 
person cannot make this information known at the time of 
admission, a family member can make that information known to 
the hospital staff.  Because of privacy laws, the Parish cannot 
obtain information on your behalf. 



ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST PARISH   NOVEMBER 9, 2025 
 
 

NOVEMBER IS 
HERE ! 

HELP WANTED  
 ADVENT 

PREPARATIONS 
 
Volunteers are 
needed to help do 
some rearranging and 

decorating on Sunday, November 23 following 
the 8:00 AM Liturgy in Newton and following 
the 10:00 AM Liturgy in Plaistow.   
 
Our tasks include putting up and arranging trees, 
song book change-over and some clean up in 
preparation for the Advent season.  All are 
welcome to lend a hand – our work usually lasts 
just over an hour if we have all the help we can 
muster!  We also need helpers to put lights on 
trees in both churches in days following.  Please 
contact F. Albert in the Parish Office for more 
information.   

 
 

Our Parish Giving 
Trees will be located 
in the back of both 
churches beginning 
on the weekend of 
November 15-16.  If 
you choose to take an 
ornament or 2 (thank 

you !)  Please remember that the item(s) listed is 
due back at church, wrapped with the ornament 
attached on the outside of the package no later 
than December 13-14 (the Third Sunday of 
Advent). 
 
 

PARISH VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 
READERS WANTED 

 
Our parish community welcomes new 
readers for weekend and weekday 
liturgies.  Readers proclaim the readings 
and lead the assembly in the general intercessions.  A 
willing heart and clear speaking voice are the only 
qualifications needed – all other training and materials are 
provided.  Any adult or student in the 5th grade and up is 
welcome to become a reader.  Anyone who is interested 
can see Father Albert or call the Parish Office for more 
information at 603 382 8324. 

 
 

ADORERS NEEDED  
 
We are truly blessed to have times for 
Adoration of Our Lord in our Parish.  This 
time of prayer and intercession is not only 
a source of great grace for the individual 
but is a great source of grace for us as a parish family.  We 
have many who have made the commitment to spend an 
hour each week with our Eucharistic Lord.  Adoration 
takes place each Thursday in Newton from 8:30 AM to 
8:30 PM.  We also need people at all times so we can have 
2 people at each hour.  If you can commit to one hour a 
week in Adoration of our Lord, or if you can be a substitute, 
please contact the Parish Office at 603-382-8324.  
 

 

The Church in Plaistow is open all day on  
Wednesdays for people to stop by and pray  

before the presence of Jesus in the tabernacle. 
 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP 
 
We have a group in our community who pray 
for the intentions of parishioners and people 
who leave prayer requests on our Prayer Line 
(603-382-8324 ext. 314).  The prayer list is typically 
anonymous, using first names and situations only.  All 
sorts of people ask for our prayers, you can join our 
Intercessory Prayer Group by contacting the Parish Office 
or emailing Father Albert at 
fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net. Intentions are mailed 
out at the beginning of each month and updated as 
necessary. 
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WELCOME IN CHRIST ! 

 
Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish invites all to a deeper love 
of Jesus and to a fullness of communion with the Church.  
The ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS 
(OCIA) is a process where adults and older children are 
welcomed into the Catholic Church.  Some have never 
been Baptized, others never received Eucharist or 
Confirmation, and others arrive at our door after a long 
faith journey. 
 
Do you know someone who is thinking about becoming part 
of our Catholic community?  Are you the non-Catholic 
spouse of a parishioner who is wondering about full 
communion with the Church?  Are you an adult Catholic 
who for whatever reason, “missed” one or more of the 
sacraments of initiation while growing up?   Do you have 
children over 7 years of age who were never Baptized, or 
older children who “missed” sacraments?  
 
The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (and its 
adapted form for children) welcomes all kinds of people 
into the Catholic family.   The OCIA is for any adult who is: 
unbaptized and recognizes a need for spirituality in their 
life or Baptized and raised in another Christian tradition 
but interested in learning about the Catholic faith, or 
Baptized in the Catholic faith, but never received any 
formal religious training.  
 
Children of all ages are welcome and participate in age 
appropriate meetings for their OCIA experience.   
 

 
Contact Father Albert in the Parish Office at 

603.382.8324 for more information, or email at 
fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net. 

 
 
 
 
 

THEMES FROM THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 
 

Adult Scripture Sessions 
Tuesdays   6:30 – 8 PM 
Parish Hall - Plaistow 

 
The Lectionary A cycle of the coming year will prominently 
feature the Gospel of Matthew. Using the Gospel text, we 
will investigate themes that make the Gospel of Matthew 
so iconic in Christian imagination and so important in the 
pastoral ministry of the Church. Tuesday sessions: 
November 11 and 25.  Session meetings at 6:30-8 PM in 
the Church Hall. at Plaistow.  Gospel of Matthew text 
provided, you may bring your own Bible. Please contact 
fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net to register or call 603-
382-8324,  ext. 308. 
 
 

 
 

INCLEMENT 
WEATHER CLOSINGS 
 
Saint Luke the 
Evangelist Parish Office, 
Holy Angels Cemetery 

Office, Saint Luke Food Pantry, and the Parish 
Liturgical schedule complies with the longstanding 
inclement weather policy of Saint Luke Religious 
Education Program and Holy Angels Pre-School:  If 
the Timberlane and/or Sanborn regional school 
districts close because of inclement weather, ALL 
Parish Offices and Parish programs will be closed 
or suspended.  All activities by any Parish or non-
Parish groups will be cancelled for that 
day/evening on both campuses.   
 
In the event of a weather related closing, the 
scheduled weekday Liturgy will not be held and the 
intention (if any) will be moved to a conveniently 
available date.   
 
Sunday (or Saturday evening) liturgies can never 
be cancelled, but all are advised to use prudence 
when deciding to travel to Church during winter 
storms. 
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MARRIAGE IN THE CHURCH 
 
Did you know that all Catholics are required 
to be married in the Church as a condition of 
the validity of their marriage? 
 

Any Catholic married in a civil ceremony (JP) or in 
any religious ceremony other than a Catholic one 
(unless specifically excepted by the Bishop) is not 
living out the Sacrament of Marriage in its fullness 
according to the teaching of the Church in a valid 
marriage. Contact Father Albert in the Parish Office 
or email fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net for more 
information and assistance – there are ways in which 
your situation might be resolved! 
 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
 
Don’t you and your spouse deserve a 
beautiful, romantic weekend away 
together?  Get away from all those worldly 

anxieties and take time to just focus on each other by 
making a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend.  
Deepen your communication, strengthen your 
relationship, rekindle your romance, and renew your 
sacrament by attending the next Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter weekend in New England.  For more 
information, call Ralph & Jane Becker at 1-800-710-9963 
or visit www.wwme.org.  

 
 

VOW AND VISION 
 
Join the Diocese of Manchester for a day of 
marriage enrichment for all couples on 
November 22, 2025, 9 am - 4 pm at Saint 
Mary Magdalen Center, Warner NH. 
 
Rooted in Scripture and the sacrament of Matrimony, Vow 
and Vision is a one-day Diocesan retreat inviting couples 
to rekindle the grace of their vows and embrace the 
witness their marriage offers to the world. Whether newly 
married or decades in, come be renewed in your call to 
holiness, mission, and love. Cost is $60 per couple. 

Visit catholicnh.org/marriage-enrichment  
for more information. 

 
 
 

 
 

CURSILLO 
 
The Cursillo weekend is an invitation for 
you to experience the love of Jesus 
Christ on a personal level and to bring 
this love and joy into your daily life.  
Many of our parishioners at St. Luke have lived a Cursillo 
Weekend and have been blessed by the experience.  Saint 
Basil Salvatorian Center in Methuen, MA, offers Cursillo to 
any Christian who is 21+ year of age.  For more 
information, or to inquire how you can make a Cursillo 
weekend, contact Rick or Kathy Garon at 603-490-5522 or 
603-490-8090. 

 
 
 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
 

A Men’s AA Step Meeting is held on Sunday mornings 
from 7:00 to 8:00 AM at the St. Luke the Evangelist Parish 
Hall (Holy Angels Church)  Bring your own coffee.  For 
more information, call Joe at 617-921-9899. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.wwme.org/
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November 9                The Dedication  
of Saint John Lateran 

 
Festivals for the dedication of a place of 
worship are not something new in religious 
history. We read, for example, in the first 
book of Maccabees (4:36-59) about the 
year 165 AD, and how Judas and his 
brothers rebuilt and purified the 
desecrated Jerusalem Temple and 
rededicated it to God.  This occasion 
became an eight-day celebration on the 
Jewish festal calendar still celebrated 
today in Judaism as the festival of 
Hanukah.  
 
In Christianity, the dedication of churches 
takes on a new meaning because these 
buildings house the body of Christ which is 
the visible symbol of the Church of Christ.  
In every church building one finds an altar 
which is consecrated with chrism 
(consecrated oil also used at Baptism, 
Confirmation, and the Sacrament of 
Orders). The altar stands in a church as a 
symbol of Christ.  It is the key feature 

around which gathers the Body of Christ as 
a worshipping community. 
 
The first recorded public dedication of a 
Christian church building happened in the  
fourth century when on November 9, 324, 
Pope Saint Sylvester consecrated the 
basilica of the Holy Savior built on the 
grounds of the Laterani family palace 
which had belonged to Emperor 
Constantine’s wife Fausta. After 
Constantine’s conversion, the property  
was donated to the Bishop of Rome as a 
cathedral and a residence.  The Lateran 
palace became the mother church for 
Rome, and for all Western Christendom.  
 
Originally named the Basilica of Our 
Savior, in the 12th century the complex 
became known as the Basilica of Saint 
John Lateran because of the adjoining 
baptistery which had been named after St. 
John the Baptist.  That baptistery chapel 
was also the private chapel of the Pope 
himself, where visitors to the Pope 
gathered for the Liturgy. 
 
The dedication of Saint John Lateran is on 
the General Roman Calendar because of 
its status as being the Cathedral church for 
the city of Rome and the principal church 
of the Bishop of Rome as its leader. It has 
the rank of solemnity in Rome, and is 
observed as a feast for the rest of all 
churches of the Roman rite all over the 
world.    
 
 
From Living Liturgy, © The Liturgical Press, 2003.  Used 
with permission. 
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THE COMPASSIONATE FRIENDS 
 
The Compassionate Friends provide support for bereaved 
families after the loss of a child, grandchild, or sibling—any 
age, any cause.  For more information and to find a local 
chapter meeting, visit compassionatefriends.org. 
 
 

 
Are you worried about a family 
member or friend who may 
have a drinking problem? 
Alanon welcomes you to learn 
and get support from people 
who have been through similar 

problems. We meet in the OLMM in Hampton, NH Church 
Basement on Thursdays from 9:30-10:30am (new 
members) and from 10:30-11:45am; Saturdays 1:00pm-
2:15pm.  Visit al-anon.org for more information. 
 

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING 
 
Natural Family Planning is just what it sounds like: a 100% 
natural way for spouses to plan the size of their family. It 
is an extremely effective method for achieving, or 
temporarily avoiding, pregnancy, depending on the 
couple’s situation and intent. To learn more or to find an 
instructor near you, please visit CatholicNH.org/NFP . 
 

PROJECT RACHEL MINISTRY 
If you or someone you know is suffering after abortion, 
confidential, non-judgmental help is available from Project 
Rachel Ministry. Visit www.catholicnh.org/project-rachel 
for more information. 
 

 
 
ASSISTANCE FOR VICTIMS OF ABUSE 
 
The Victim Assistance Coordinator of the 
Diocese of Manchester provides services 
and support, promotes healing, and supports 
the emotional and spiritual well-being of 
survivors of sexual abuse and misconduct in the Church. 
The Coordinator also seeks to be a source of comfort and 
support for anyone who is a survivor of sexual abuse in any 
walk of life. If you are a victim of abuse or misconduct by 
someone representing the Catholic Church, we encourage 
you to contact the Victim Assistance Coordinator at (603) 
663-0125. For more resources to assist victims of abuse, 
visit www.catholicnh.org/healing. 
 

HOW TO REPORT SUSPECTED ABUSE 
If you know of or suspect abuse or neglect of a minor (a 
person under 18), you must report it to the NH Division for 
Children, Youth and Families at 1-800-894-5533 or 603-
271-6556. 
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The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
November 9, 2025 

A Sign of God’s Presence
Paige Byrne Shortal

Saint John Lateran in Rome was the 
first Christian basilica, dedicated 
on November 9 in the year 324. 

Its name comes from the family who 
donated the land, the Laterani family, 
and the church is dedicated under the 
patronage of both St. John the Baptist 
and St. John the Evangelist. Until the 
fourteenth century, the popes lived in 
the palace adjoining the church, and 
it—not St. Peter’s—is still the pope’s 
cathedral. As the pope is the shepherd 
of the universal Church, the Lateran 
Basilica of St. John is the cathedral 
church of the world. Over the doorways 
of the facade, the inscription reads, 
Ecclesiarum Urbis et Orbis Mater et Caput, 

that is, “Mother and head of all the 
churches of the city and of the world.”

The movement of history is to bring 
people together, not separate them. 
Witness our technology that has created 
of our world a global village where we 
can be in almost instant communication 
with anyone on the planet. It is through 
Rome that we connect to all Catholics 
everywhere. Rome’s failures are our 
failures. And Rome’s glories are also 
ours. One of those glories is the freedom 
to worship as one people despite 
differences in our native languages, 
our races, our stations in life. St. Paul 
writes, “Do you not know that you are 
the temple of God, and that the Spirit of 
God dwells in you?” (1 Corinthians 3:16). 
That is what this feast of dedication 
is about: building the whole people of 
God, across space and time, into a holy 
temple. ✟

The movement of history  
is to bring people together, 

not separate them. 

A Word from  
Pope Leo XIV
Because of the Jewish roots of 
Christianity, all Christians have a 
special relationship with Judaism.… 
The theological dialogue between 
Christians and Jews remains ever 
important and close to my heart.  
Even in these difficult times, 
marked by conflicts and misunder-
standings, it is necessary to 
continue the momentum of this 
precious dialogue of ours. 

ADDRESS, ROME, MAY 19, 2025

Sunday Readings
Ezekiel 47:1–2, 8–9, 12 
Then he brought me back to the 
entrance of the temple, and there 
I saw water flowing.

1 Corinthians 3:9c–11, 16–17 
Do you not know that you are the 
temple of God, and that the Spirit  
of God dwells in you? 

John 2:13–22
“Zeal for your house will consume 
me.”

•	 What does being a 
member of the Church 
mean to me?

•	 Do I feel connected to 
Catholics everywhere?
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WEEKDAY 
READINGS
November 10–15

Monday, St. Leo the Great:  
Wis 1:1–7 / Lk 17:1–6

Tuesday, St. Martin of Tours:  
Wis 2:23—3:9 / Lk 17:7–10

Wednesday, St. Josaphat:  
Wis 6:1–11 / Lk 17:11–19

Thursday, St. Frances Xavier Cabrini: 
Wis 7:22b—8:1 / Lk 17:20–25

Friday, Weekday:  
Wis 13:1–9 / Lk 17:26–37

Saturday, Weekday:  
Wis 18:14–16; 19:6–9 / Lk 18:1–8

For the Church 
throughout the world, 
that we may be a sign and 
source of goodness, truth, 
and beauty in this world. 
We pray in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

The Redemptorists

Understanding Scrupulosity
Rev. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR

S crupulosity has been long recognized by priests, rabbis, and spiritual directors. Great saints have 
counseled their followers about it. Still others, such as St. Alphonsus Liguori and St. Ignatius 
of Loyola, struggled with the disorder themselves. For many years, mental-health professionals 

dismissed scrupulosity as a symptom of neurotic behavior and treated it accordingly. Only more recently 
has it been understood as a sub-type of obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD). Studies suggest that 
approximately three million people in the United States have OCD; it has been further asserted that 

approximately six percent of this group (about 180,000 people) have religious scrupulosity.
Scrupulosity has two distinct manifestations: developmental and emotional. For the most part, 

developmental scrupulosity can be traced to a specific time in adolescence during which the person 
became excessively focused on sin and its consequences. Someone who first experiences scrupulosity 
as an adult can often trace it to a powerful conversion experience; for example, at the conclusion 
of the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) process. Often, people with developmental 
scrupulosity can experience relief, if not a complete “cure,” with the help of a kind and patient 
confessor. We can best understand developmental scrupulosity as the manifestation of a “tender conscience.” Emotional 
scrupulosity, on the other hand, is a more enduring form of the disorder. The manifestation is primarily obsessive when the 
person has persistent intrusive and senseless ideas, images, or impulses. The manifestation is primarily a compulsion when the 
person feels compelled to carry out a repetitive action. The person often understands that the compulsion is senseless; for example, 
repeatedly washing hands, checking locks, reciting prayers, or performing a specific ritual action associated with religious 
practice.

Emotionally rooted scrupulosity requires professional help. It’s not possible to pray yourself out of emotional scrupulosity. 
Prayer and a gentle confessor are important and useful, but behavior modification and medication therapy are also required—and 
highly effective. ✟
From Understanding Scrupulosity: Relief and Encouragement by Rev. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR, Liguori Publications (828829). To order, call 800-325-9521 or visit Liguori.org.

Wisdom from Catholic Update
From “Ten Excuses for NOT Praying” by Jerome Kropp

“God already knows what’s in my heart; he doesn’t need me to tell him.” 

Yes, God knows what’s in our hearts. How sure are we that we do? If we look honestly 
and steadily within ourselves, we’ll see resentment, jealousy, envy, and pride. Some 
may even find hatred, toxic anger, the impulse to destroy good, or the desire to achieve 
supremacy of self. When we see ourselves with clarity, the fact that God knows what’s 
in our hearts can be downright uncomfortable! Let that discomfort drive you to pray. 
A good Act of Contrition is an excellent prayer. You can also call on God to “heal my 
heart” or confess, “God, I have a sinful heart. Please forgive me; give me a clean heart.” 

Catholic Update—a subscription newsletter published eleven times a year—explores Church tradition and 
teaching on contemporary topics. Liguori.org • 800–325–9521

Scrupulosity has 
developmental 
and emotional 
manifestations.
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