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MUSIC FOR THE LITURGY 

 
Sunday, September 14, 2025 

 

Exaltation of the Holy Cross  
 
 

 Gathering:    Lift High The Cross    BB 705 
 

     Responsorial Psalm  (Psalm 78) 
 

Do not forget the works of the Lord. 
 

     Preparation: Christ, Be Our Light             BB 518 
 

     Mass Parts: Mass Of Creation   

     Communion: Unless A Grain Of Wheat               BB 490    

     Recessional: To Jesus Christ, Our Sovereign King       
                BB 717 

 
 

 
DIOCESE OF MANCHESTER 

 NEW HAMPSHIRE  
CATHOLIC APPEAL  

 
This year’s New Hampshire 2025 
Catholic Appeal continues; we 
hope you’ll help us meet our goal of 

$47,579.00!  As of September 2, 
we have raised $36,417.00 toward our 47K goal. 
More information is available at the church entrance.  
Thank you for your support! 
 
 

Out of respect for the Lord’s house 
and in consideration of fellow 

parishioners, please remember to  
silence or turn off your cell phone 

during Mass.  Thank you. 

 

  PARISH STEWARDSHIP   
 
Our Parish needs to take in $9700.00 each week in order 
to make ends meet.  This amount represents an adjusted 
budget offertory of $8500.00 per week plus the 
combination of budgeted Property and Fuel second 
collections ($4800.00 per month divided into 4 weeks or 
$1200.00 weekly).  Your weekly contribution helps ensure 
that the Parish remains a vibrant community.  Please 
remember to submit your weekly gift even if you will be 
away.  Consider signing up for electronic giving (see 
below).  Especially in these trying times, your Parish 
depends on your responsible stewardship and support! 
 
August 31  Offertory $6,895.65 
September 7  Offertory $5,958.93 
   Property Mgmt  $1,860.20 

   
 

Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish uses 
Parish Giving to provide parishioners 
with an opportunity to make your 
offertory and other contributions 
through Electronic Funds Transfer 
(EFT).  Parish Giving is a simple, 
secure, and convenient way to manage your stewardship 
without weekly envelopes and without worries.  This 
program is available to parishioners at no cost.  Log on to 
the St. Luke the Evangelist Parish website at 

http://stlukenh.org, click on the Parish Giving logo, and 
follow the easy registration instructions. 
 

You can also use your smart phone to scan the QR code 
below.  The link will take you directly to Parish Giving so 
you can donate. 
 

  

  

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS  
 
September 14  No second collection 
September 21  Fuel 
September 28  No second Collection 

 
 

http://stlukenh.org/
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 

Religious Education Registration for the 2025-2026 
Academic Year for Grades K through 6 begins on 
September 21.  Registration 
materials are available at the 
church entrance or on-line at 
stlukenh.org. All students 
must register each year.  Our 
program is based on 
attendance at the 10 am 
Liturgy on Sunday. 
Sacramental preparation 
programs are also available. 
Please call F. Albert, Joyce 
Szczapa or Robin Thompson in the Parish Office 603-
382-8324 for more information.  
 

OCIA FOR CHILDREN/TEENS 
 
The Parish offers age-appropriate Sacramental 
preparation for any young person who has “missed” 
the traditional Sacramental preparation process.  Call 
the Parish Office with questions. 
 

CATECHISTS NEEDED 
 
Our Religious Education Program needs catechists 
for Sunday mornings.  Training will be provided. 
Substitute Catechists are also welcome! If you can 
help, please contact the Parish Office. 
 

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION DISMISSAL 

BEGINS SEPTEMBER 21  
AT 10 AM LITURGY 

 

 
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 8 

 
The annual Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish 
Christmas Fair is Saturday, November 8 from 9 am 
to 3 PM at the Parish Center in Plaistow. Be on the 
lookout for announcements and updates… see how 
you can donate, volunteer and participate in our 
annual FAIR.  Let your friends and family know they 
are invited too! Get a head start on your holiday 
shopping!   Get ready for the FAIR! 
 

   DONATION DROP-OFF DATES 
SATURDAYS 3:00-5:00pm 

September 13, 20, 27 
SUNDAYS 10:00am-Noon 

September 14, 21, 28 
Downstairs Parish Hall Plaistow 

 
LAST DAY FOR DONATION  

DROP-OFFS 
September 27  &  28 

 
 

CASH RAFFLE TICKETS AVAILABLE  
AT THE CHURCH ENTRANCE 

 
Questions ? – please email the FAIR at 

StLukeNHFAIR@gmail.com 
 
 

FOR OUR RECORDS 
 
The Parish asks for your help to 
keep our records current.   
If there are any births, deaths, marriages, moves, phone 
number or address changes in your family, please notify 
the Parish Office at 603-382-8324 or by email at 

jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net.  If you’re new to 
our parish, registration forms are available at the entrances 
of both churches. 
 

TODAY! 
 

Catechist 
Meeting 

following the  
10 am Liturgy. 

 
Registration 

continues in the 
RE Office. 
Lit  on 

 
  

  
  
   
 

  
   
  

    
 

   
   
 

  
   
  

    
 

mailto:StLukeNHFAIR@gmail.com
mailto:jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net
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Sunday, September 14 
 
11:00 am  Religious Education Catechist Meeting Plaistow 
11:00 am  Parents Baptism Preparation  Plaistow 

 
Tuesday, September 16 

 
6:00 PM  Finance Council Plaistow 

 
Wednesday, September 17 

Holy Angels Church open all day for prayer 
 
10:00 – Noon  Food Pantry open Plaistow 
7:00 PM  Outreach Ministry Meeting Plaistow 

 
Thursday, September 18 

 
8:30 AM – 8:30 PM    Eucharistic Adoration Newton 
6:00 – 7:00 PM  Food Pantry open Plaistow 
 

Friday, September 19 
 

10:00 – Noon  Food Pantry open Plaistow 
 

Saturday, September 20 
   
3:00 PM  Sacrament of Reconciliation Plaistow 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
We gather at the Eucharist to pray for 
anyone, living or deceased.  If you would 
like to request a Mass for a particular 

intention such as thanksgiving for a new birth, healing for 
a sick friend or family member, or for a deceased loved one 
or friend, please call the Parish Office at 603-382-8324 or 
email jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net.  The suggested 
donation is $10.00 per Mass. 
 

SANCTUARY CANDLES & VIGIL LIGHT 
 
The Sanctuary light in Plaistow burns this 
week in memory of Paul R. Antkowiak (5th 
Anniv.) offered by his family. 
 
The Sanctuary Candles in both Newton and 
Plaistow may be offered in memory or honor of a loved  
one. 
 
The Vigil Light in front of the Blessed Mother icon in 
Newton may also be offered in memory or honor of a loved 
one. The suggested offering for each is $10.00.  Please call 
the Parish Office at 603-382-8324. 

 
Saturday, September 13 ~ John Chrysostom, Bishop 
     1 Tm 1:15-17 Lk 6:43-49 (Day) 
     Nm 21:4b-9 Phil 2:6-11 Jn 3:13-17 (Vigil) 
4:00 PM Eleanor Feuer by Raymond & Beverly Viglione
 Plaistow 
 
Sunday, September 14~ Exaltation o/t the Holy Cross 
   Nm 21:4b-9 Phil 2:6-11 Jn 3:13-17 
8:00 AM James Rennick by Barb & Jack Brotz  
 Newton 
10:00 AM Paul R. Antkowiak by his family 
     Plaistow 
 
Monday, September 15 ~ Our Lady of Sorrows 
     1 Tm 2:1-8 Jn 19:25-27 
8:00 AM People of the Parish 
 Newton 
 
Tuesday, September 16 ~ Cornelius, Pope &  
     Cyprian, Bishop - Martyrs 
     Tm 3:1-13  Lk 7:11-17 
8:00 AM People of the Parish 
 Plaistow 
 
Wednesday, September 17 ~ 24th Ordinary 
     1 Tm 3:14-16 Lk 7:31-35 
6:30 PM Mark Foynes   Month’s Mind by the Parish 
 Plaistow 
 
Thursday, September 18 ~ 24th Ordinary 
    1 Tm 4:12-16 Lk 7:36-50 
8:00 AM All Souls Intentions 
 Newton 
 
Friday, September 19 ~ 24th Ordinary 
     1 Tm 6:2c-12 Lk 8:1-3 
     NO MASS 
 
Saturday, September 20 ~ Andrew Kim Taegon &  
     Paul Chong Ha-Sang, Martyrs of Korea 
     1 Tm 6:13-16 Lk 8:4-15 (Day) 
     Am 8:4-7 1 Tm 2:1-8 Lk 16:1-13 (Vigil) 
4:00 PM Eric Antkowiak by Raymond & Beverly Viglione 
 Plaistow 
 
Sunday, September 21 ~ 25th Ordinary 
   Nm 21:4b-9 Phil 2:6-11 Jn 3:13-17 
8:00 AM People of the Parish 
 Newton 
10:00 AM Karen, John & Lillian Murphy by Carole Lueders 
     Plaistow 

 
 

    WEEKLY CALENDAR       MASS INTENTIONS   

 

mailto:jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net
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WELCOME IN CHRIST ! 

 
Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish invites all to a deeper love 
of Jesus and to a fullness of communion with the Church.  
The ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS 
(OCIA) is a process where adults and older children are 
welcomed into the Catholic Church.  Some have never 
been Baptized, others never received Eucharist or 
Confirmation, and others arrive at our door after a long 
faith journey. 
 

OCIA BEGINS MEETING ON 
SEPTEMBER 21 

 

Do you know someone who is thinking about becoming part 
of our Catholic community?  Are you the non-Catholic 
spouse of a parishioner who is wondering about full 
communion with the Church?  Are you an adult Catholic 
who for whatever reason, “missed” one or more of the 
sacraments of initiation while growing up?   Do you have 
children over 7 years of age who were never Baptized, or 
older children who “missed” sacraments?  
 
The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (and its 
adapted form for children) welcomes all kinds of people 
into the Catholic family.   The OCIA is for any adult who is: 
unbaptized and recognizes a need for spirituality in their 
life, or Baptized and raised in another Christian tradition 
but interested in learning about the Catholic faith, or 
Baptized in the Catholic faith, but never received any 
formal religious training.  
 
Children of all ages are welcome and participate in age 
appropriate meetings for their OCIA experience. 
 

 
Contact Father Albert in the Parish Office at 

603.382.8324 for more information, or email at 
fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
PARENTS BAPTISM PREPARATION 
 
The next preparation session for 
infant Baptism will be held after the 
10:00 am Liturgy TODAY Sunday, 
September 14 in the St. Joseph 
Room of the Hall in Plaistow.  All 
parents planning to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Baptism are welcome.  
 
Families wishing to celebrate Baptism in the Church 
must be REGISTERED  (according to Church Canon 
law) and PRACTICING (attending Sunday Mass) 
for 3 full months before a Baptism can be scheduled.   
The use of the envelope system is always optional, 
however it does guarantee a manner of 
accountability.  For most families, the Pastor or staff 
can easily verify attendance during these three 
months. 
 
Baptismal Sponsors (godparents) are also regulated 
by Church Canon Law.  Sponsors must be at least 
16, fully initiated (having received Baptism, 
Eucharist and Confirmation), and be practicing 
Catholics living Christian lives consistent with the 
Church’s teaching. Please see F. Albert with 
questions. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GLUTEN INTOLERANT? 
 

Our Parish provides an option for 
receiving Holy Communion for 
anyone suffering from gluten 
intolerance or celiac disease.  We 
use special low gluten breads that are fully certified for use 
at Mass by the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, and are laboratory tested to contain only .001% 
gluten.  Please see the Pastor before Mass about receiving 
Communion using one of these special hosts.   

 

PLEASE HELP OUT & PICK UP ! 
 
As you leave church, kindly take your Bulletin with you 
- or return it to the basket at the entrance of the 
Church, return your music book and Mass card to their 
proper place and pick up after yourself as you leave.   
Thanks for being attentive and respectful! 
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KNIGHTS ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP 
 
The Knights of Columbus are offering associate 
membership to anyone who would like to participate with 
the Knights in our activities.  The membership is available 
to anyone in our parish or in the community.  There are 
currently about a dozen associate members.  It's free and 
you can pick and choose what activities you would like to 
be involved with. 

 
JOIN THE KNIGHTS IN DOING GOOD ! 

 
If you want more information about the Knights, 

including our Associate membership program, contact 
Dan Sullivan at 603-770-4803 or at 

dans49@comcast.net. 
 

 
ADORERS NEEDED AT ADORATION 

 
We are truly blessed to have times for 
Adoration of Our Lord in our Parish.  This 
time of prayer and intercession is not only a 

source of great grace for the individual but is a great source 
of grace for us as a parish family.  We have many who have 
made the commitment to spend an hour each week with 
our Eucharistic Lord.  Adoration takes place each 
Thursday in Newton from 8:30 AM to 8:30 PM.  We also 
need people at all times so we can have 2 people at each 
hour.  If you can commit to one hour a week in Adoration 
of our Lord, or if you can be a substitute, please contact 
the Parish Office at 603-382-8324.  
 

 

The Church in Plaistow is open all day on  
Wednesdays for people to stop by and pray  

before the presence of Jesus in the tabernacle. 
 

THE GOD MINUTE 
 
Every morning a small group of priests, religious, and lay people 
start their day in prayer.  Soft music, sacred scripture, and 
thoughtful reflection are weaved into a 10-minute prayer called 
The God Minute.  It’s then uploaded for you to access and prayer 
along with on your own time.  And it’s free.  Listen with your 
coffee in the morning, while driving to work, or taking a walk.  See 
how easy and beautiful prayer can be. 

www.thegodminute.org  

           

 
YOUR “DROPPED DOLLAR” HARD AT WORK 

 
Thank you for your continued support of the St. Luke 
Outreach Ministry!  Please know that your “dropped 
dollars” are being used wisely to help the poor in our area.  
Your generosity does not go unnoticed.  
 
Our next meeting is on September 17 at 7:00 PM.  We 
meet downstairs in the Church Hall in Plaistow.  New 
members are always welcome! 
 

The annual Outreach Ministry appeal weekend 
and our Fall mum sale is September 20-21!   
Thanks for your support – get your mums ! 
 

If you seek assistance or need information about 
St. Luke Outreach Ministry, call 603-382-8324 x315. 

 

Hear, O LORD, and answer me  
for I am poor and needy. 

 
 

READERS WANTED 
 

Our parish community needs new 
readers for weekend and weekday 
liturgies.  Readers proclaim the 
readings and lead the assembly in 
the general intercessions.  A willing heart and clear 
speaking voice are the only qualifications needed – all 
other training and materials are provided.  Any adult or 
student in the 5th grade and up is welcome to become a 
reader.  Anyone who is interested can see Father Albert or 
call the Parish Office for more information at 603 382 8324. 

 
 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
 

A Men’s AA Step Meeting is held on Sunday mornings 
from 7:00 to 8:00 AM at the St. Luke the Evangelist Parish 
Hall (Holy Angels Church)  Bring your own coffee.  For 
more information, call Joe at 617-921-9899. 
 

mailto:dans49@comcast.net
http://www.thegodminute.org/
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HELP FOR GAZA 
 
The US Bishops’ conference has called for a special collection to bolster 
the Catholic Church’s response to the humanitarian catastrophe in the Gaza Strip as the 
Israel-Hamas war continues to grind on.  In a letter to his brother bishops, Archbishop 
Timothy P. Broglio, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, urged them to hold 
a “special collection to provide humanitarian relief and pastoral support for our affected 
brothers and sisters in Gaza and surrounding areas in the Middle East” through 
both Catholic Near East Welfare Association and Catholic Relief Services, the overseas 
humanitarian relief agency of the Catholic Church in the U.S. 

 
In July, organizations including the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the U.N. World Food Program, 
and UNICEF warned that a hunger crisis was deepening in the devastated area, exceeding famine thresholds, with more than 
one in three people going days at a time without eating. Archbishop Broglio, President of the US Bishops noted Pope Leo XIV 
“continues to call for a ceasefire and for aid to enter the territory, noting with great sorrow that ‘Gaza is starving.'”  The UN 
has now concluded that famine caused by the war exists in Gaza. 
 
Broglio said both CNEWA and CRS have well-established partnerships in the region that allow the Catholic Church to deliver 
aid quickly and efficiently to the Gaza Strip. “The situation in Gaza and across the Middle East cries out for assistance of 
the Catholic community of the United States,” Archbishop Broglio wrote. “I ask that you take up this collection and send funds 
to CNEWA and CRS as soon as possible.” 
 
How those in the Diocese of Manchester can donate  
Individuals in the Diocese of Manchester who wish to financially support these efforts may do so through CNEWA and CRS.  
 
For CNEWA:  Donate online: cnewa.org/what-we-do/support-emergency-relief-in-the-holy-land  
Donate by check:  Catholic Near East Welfare Association Gaza Emergency Relief    220 E. 42nd St., 27th Floor    New York, 
NY 10017  
 
For CRS:  Donate online: www.crs.org/donate/holy-land-conflict  Donate by check:  Catholic Relief Services Holy Land 
Response  PO Box 5278   Tipton, IA 52772-0517  Donate by phone:  1-877-HELP-CRS  
 

 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP 
 
We have a group in our community who 
pray for the intentions of parishioners and 
people who leave prayer requests on our 

Prayer line (603-382-8324 ext. 314).  The prayer list is 
typically anonymous, using first names and situations only.  
All sorts of people ask for our prayers, you can join our 
Intercessory Prayer Group by contacting the Parish Office 
or emailing Father Albert at 
fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net.  Intentions are mailed 
out at the beginning of each month and updated as 
necessary 

 

  
RESTROOM BREAKS DURING MASS 

Attention Parents 
 

Please be sure to accompany your young children when 
they need to use the restroom during Mass.  This is for their 
safety… and your peace of mind! 
 

 
  PARISH DIRECTORY   

Parish Office                                                              603-382-8324 
Fr. Albert Tremblay, Pastor         fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net 
Joyce Szczapa, Religious Ed    jszczapa@stluketheevangelist.net 
Jackie Tremblay, Administrator jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net 
Val Barczak, Music Director mvmbarczak@comcast.net 
St. Luke Food Pantry                      603-819-4949  
St. Luke Outreach Ministry            603-382-8324 x 315 
Parish Prayer Line                                          603-382-8324 x 314 
Holy Angels Preschool                      603-382-9783

https://cnewa.org/
https://www.crs.org/donate/save-lives-2?ms=agigoo0925svl00bge00&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=1425500549&gbraid=0AAAAAD_IvJZazp7KpcfEVkfGf8CJ_h3In&gclid=Cj0KCQjwqqDFBhDhARIsAIHTlkug11zwtgzkb7uai7NxOavDH9xsmDkvmbbii9Wkw5DSTckzdCN5p_kaAij5EALw_wcB
https://cnewa.org/what-we-do/support-emergency-relief-in-the-holy-land/
http://www.crs.org/donate/holy-land-conflict
mailto:fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net
mailto:mvmbarczak@comcast.net
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WELCOME TO BOBBY 
 

We have been enjoying the talent of Bobby Gariepy 
at the 8 am Liturgy in Newton.  Bobby is now a 
member of the Saint Luke Staff.  
 
Robert D. Gariepy III is a classically trained musician 
with a B.A. in Music from Bridgewater State 
University and has been a professional music 
educator in a classroom setting for over eight 
years.  Bobby was director of a choral concert under 
the direction of Eric Whitacre at Carnegie Hall in 
New York City, and winner of Haverhill’s Best 
Teacher from the Eagle Tribune in 2024. Most 
recently, Bobby founded a non-profit theatrical 
organization called HPAW, which offers theatrical 
experiences and opportunities for children, teens, 
and young adults.  
 
The Haverhill Performing Arts Workshop (HPAW) is 
a theatrical non-profit in Haverhill that offers equal 
and equitable artistic and theatrical opportunities to 
the children, teens, and young adults in the Haverhill 
and Merrimack Valley Region. In the Fall of 2025, 
HPAW is planning to hit the ground running with a 
line-up of multiple classic theatrical performances. 
Some of these show include: Beetlejuice the Musical 
(September-November) 7th grade and up: The Little 
Mermaid Jr.  (September-November) 6th grade and 
under: You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown 
(November-February) All Ages INCLUDING 
ADULTS and Fiddler on the Roof (February-June) All 
Ages INCLUDING ADULTS 
 
If you or anyone you know is interested in joining the 
HPAW family, see Bobby on Sunday morning, or 
call/text (978) 635-6409 for more information. 
Haverhill Performing Arts Workshop 
hav4thearts@gmail.com (351) 209-9383.  
facebook.com/hav4thearts 
 

 
RETROUVAILLE 

A Lifeline For Married Couples 
 
Does your marriage need help?  We 
are a marriage program that 
continues after the initial weekend 
with follow-up sessions that 
further develop the concepts that 

we introduce on the weekend.  Some of the topics we 
cover are:  Communication Skills, Conflict Management, 
Family of Origin, Forgiveness and Trust, Love and 
Commitment, Marriage as a Vocation, Intimacy and Sexual 
Relationship.  Email us at 
NewEngland@HelpOurMarriage.org or call 508-271-7155.   
 

 
MARRIAGE IN THE 

CHURCH 
 
Did you know that all 
Catholics are required to 
be married in the Church 
as a condition of the 
validity of their marriage? 
 

Any Catholic married in a civil ceremony (JP) or in 
any religious ceremony other than a Catholic one 
(unless specifically excepted by the Bishop) is not 
living out the Sacrament of Marriage in its fullness 
according to the teaching of the Church in a valid 
marriage. Contact Father Albert in the Parish Office 
for more information and assistance – there are 
ways in which your situation might be resolved! 
 
 

 
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

 
Don’t you and your spouse deserve 
a beautiful, romantic weekend 
away together?  Get away from all 
those worldly anxieties and take 

time to just focus on each other by making a Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Weekend.  Deepen your 
communication, strengthen your relationship, rekindle 
your romance, and renew your sacrament by attending the 
next Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend in New 
England.  For more information, call Ralph & Jane Becker 
at 1-800-710-9963 or visit www.wwme.org.  

 

mailto:hav4thearts@gmail.com
http://facebook.com/hav4thearts
mailto:NewEngland@HelpOurMarriage.org
http://www.wwme.org/
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THE STORY OF THE EXALTATION 
OF THE HOLY CROSS 

 
Early in the fourth century, Saint Helena, mother of 
the Roman Emperor Constantine, went to Jerusalem 
in search of the holy places of Christ’s life. She razed 
the second-century Temple of Aphrodite, which 
tradition held was built over the Savior’s tomb, and her 
son built the Basilica of the Holy Sepulcher on that 
spot. During the excavation, workers found three 
crosses. Legend has it that the one on which Jesus died 
was identified when its touch healed a dying woman. 
 
The cross immediately became an object of 
veneration. At a Good Friday celebration in Jerusalem 
toward the end of the fourth century, according to an 
eyewitness, the wood was taken out of its silver 
container and placed on a table together with the 
inscription Pilate ordered placed above Jesus’ head: 
Then “all the people pass through one by one; all of 
them bow down, touching the cross and the 
inscription, first with their foreheads, then with their 
eyes; and, after kissing the cross, they move on.” 

 
To this day, the Eastern Churches, Catholic and Orthodox alike, celebrate the Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross on the September anniversary of the basilica’s dedication. The feast entered the Western calendar 
in the seventh century after Emperor Heraclius recovered the cross from the Persians, who had carried 
it off in 614, 15 years earlier. According to the story, the emperor intended to carry the cross back into 
Jerusalem himself, but was unable to move forward until he took off his imperial garb and became a 
barefoot pilgrim. 

 
 
Reflection 
 
The cross is today the universal image of Christian belief. Countless generations of artists have turned it 
into a thing of beauty to be carried in procession or worn as jewelry. To the eyes of the first Christians, 
it had no beauty. It stood outside too many city walls, decorated only with decaying corpses, as a threat 
to anyone who defied Rome’s authority—including Christians who refused sacrifice to Roman gods. 
Although believers spoke of the cross as the instrument of salvation, it seldom appeared in Christian art 
unless disguised as an anchor or the Chi-Rho until after Constantine’s edict of toleration. 
© Franciscan Media, 2022 
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CURSILLO 
 
The Cursillo weekend is an 
invitation for you to experience the 
love of Jesus Christ on a personal 
level and to bring this love and joy 
into your daily life.  Many of our 
parishioners at St. Luke have lived a 
Cursillo Weekend and have been blessed by the 
experience.  Saint Basil Salvatorian Center in Methuen, 
MA, offers Cursillo to any Christian who is 21+ year of age.  
For more information, or to inquire how you can make a 
Cursillo weekend, contact Rick or Kathy Garon at 603-490-
5522 or 603-490-8090. 
 

 
LIFE IN THE SPIRIT WEEKEND                SEPT. 22-23-24 

 
All are welcome to join together at Sts. Joseph and Mary 
Parish for a  powerful weekend of renewal, music, sharing 
and gifted speakers held at Mary Queen of Peace Church, 
Salem with Mgsr. Marc Montminy. Approached with faith 
and openness, the weekend serves to deepen our 
relationship with Jesus, while awakening the power of the 
Holy Spirit given to us through our baptism. Weekend cost 
is $30 ($50 for couples) and includes all meals and 
materials needed.  Call about financial help or any other 
questions. To register:  Linda Kramer 978-685-2974 
cfc3313@yahoo.com Or Jackie Morganti, 603-332-3576 
jspmnt@gmail.com. 

 

HOSPITAL VISITATION 

 
If you or someone you know 
is in the hospital and wants to 
receive a visit, please contact 
the Parish Office at 603-382-
8324.  If you or someone you 
know faces a hospital 
admission, make sure they 

know to inform the hospital that they are Catholic 
and are members of Saint Luke the Evangelist, 
Newton-Plaistow.  If a person cannot make this 
information known at the time of admission, a 
family member may be able to make that 
information known to the hospital staff. Because of 
HIPPA laws, the Parish cannot obtain information 
on your behalf. 

 

THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 
Adult Scripture Sessions 

Tuesdays   6:30 – 8 PM 
Parish Hall -  Plaistow 

 
The upcoming liturgical year A features the 
Gospel of Matthew as a way to highlight the call 
to discipleship and the mission of the first Jesus-
believing community.  Year A and the Gospel of 
Matthew calls the Church as a believing 
community to align itself to the legacy of Jesus’ 
mission as Messiah.  Join us as we explore 
themes from Matthew – called “the Gospel of 
the Church” by early Church teachers.   Materials 
provided, you may bring your own Bible. 
 
Presenter: F. Albert, obl. SB 
 

mailto:cfc3313@yahoo.com
mailto:jspmnt@gmail.com


DONATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
Our Parish-Run Tables Depend on your Dona�ons 

Can You Donate ?? 
New/Like New Items   WINE   Collec�bles   WINE 

New Gi� Cards   WINE   Theme Baskets 

New Knited/Crocheted Items   Lotery Tickets   

Fun Gadgets   Original Artwork   Tootsie Roll Pops 

New Toys (did I men�on WINE?) New Tools 

Please No Stemware, Vases 
DONATION DROP-OFF DATES 
SATURDAYS 3:00pm-5:00pm  

September 13, 20, 27 
SUNDAYS 10:00am-12:00pm 

September 14, 21, 28 
Downstairs Parish Hall Plaistow 

LAST DAY FOR DROP-OFFS 
September 28  &  29 



St Luke the Evangelist 

Cash Raffle Tickets 
Are available at the entrance of 

Both Churches 

 

Take LOTS & sell them to family, 

Friends, strangers at Market Basket 

 

Return in a sealed envelope: 

Completed stubs, cash, or check 

Payable to “St. Luke Cash Raffle” 

 

Ticket stubs and Payment  

must be returned together 

in an envelope 

 

Place in collection basket or bring 

Directly to Parish Office 



3. Core Helpers Confirmation Form  repeat Mid AUG – Mid SEPT 

 
ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST PARISH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR 

CORE HELPERS CONFIRMATION FORM 
Fill out this form and send it in ASAP.  Please fill out 1 form PER person. 

In other words, husband & wife fill out SEPARATE forms. 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you work the DAY OF THE FAIR last year?    YES, _______    NO, _______ 

If YES, circle WHERE you worked from list below. 
Café Cashier Café Kitchen Cash Raffle Table 

Cookie Heaven Counting Team Country Store Table 

Greeter Holiday Décor Table Jewelry Table 

Lollipop Game Parking Attendant Penny Sale Table 

Photos with Santa Quilt Raffle Table Silent Auction Table 

Outreach Ministry Table Theme Basket Table Wine Raffle Table 

Can you work in that area again this year?     YES, ________    NO, ________ 

If No, why?  Not available this year _______    Would prefer a different area _______ 

If YES, indicate which shift you will work.  
______ ALL DAY, 8:30am – 3:30pm 

______ Early AM Shift, 7:30am – 9:30am 

______ AM Shift, 8:30am – 12:30pm 

______ LUNCH Shift(s) Only 

______ PM Shift, 12:00pm – 3:30pm 
 

THANK YOU & PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM ASAP

Name: __________________________________________    Best time to reach you:  ___________________ 

Day-time phone: __________________________________   Evening phone:  _________________________ 

E-mail: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please return this form sooner than 
humanly possible!! Planning and 

scheduling the volunteers for this fair 
takes A LOT of time. We need information 

sooner than later. Thanks a million!! 



3. Core Helpers Confirmation Form  repeat Mid AUG – Mid SEPT 

 
ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST PARISH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR 

CORE HELPERS CONFIRMATION FORM 
 

PRE-FAIR VOLUNTEERS: 
Did you help on a PRE-FAIR area last year?    YES, ______    NO, ______ 

Can you work in that area again this year?     YES, ________    NO, ________ 

If No, why?  Not available this year _______    Would prefer a different area _______ 

If YES, circle which area you helped with PRE-FAIR from list below. 
Bulletin Updates  Bidding Owl Input Publicity 

Donation Sort Team Gift Card Acquisition Box Up Lollipop Donations 

Pricing Country Store or Holiday Décor Items Readying Yard Signs 

Retail Value Research for Silent Auction items Theme Basket Assembly  

Thursday Venue Set-Up Crew Thursday HAULER Team 

Friday Help Arrange Merchandise on Parish Tables Friday Stage Décor Crew 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

POST FAIR VOLUNTEERS 
Did you help on a POST-FAIR team last year?    YES, ______    NO, ______ 

Can you work in that area again this year?     YES, ________    NO, ________ 

If No, why?  Not available this year _______    Would prefer a different area _______ 

If YES, circle which area you helped with POST-FAIR from list below. 
Operation “Close Down Silent Auction” 

Saturday Breakdown Venue Crew  

Sunday Prize Distribution 

Sunday HAULER Team 

Sunday Clean Up Crew 

THANK YOU & Please return this form ASAP 

Please return this form sooner than 
humanly possible!! Planning and 

scheduling the volunteers for this fair 
takes A LOT of time. We need information 

sooner than later. Thanks a million!! 
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The Exaltation of the Holy Cross
September 14, 2025

Embrace the Cross
Paige Byrne Shortal

O ne of my most privileged 
moments in the Church 
year is when I witness the 

embrace of the cross on Good Friday. 
Old and young, vigorous and lame, all 
come forward—young parents with 
their babies, elders, the successful, and 
the beaten down. And they kneel or 
genuflect or kiss or touch or bow to the 
cross presented to them.

Everyone suffers. Everyone dies. 
Everyone lives with loss and fear of loss. 
What makes suffering Christian? What 
makes it redemptive? What makes the 

cross we embrace the cross of Jesus? 
There were three crosses on Calvary that 
dark day. There were crosses everywhere 
in the Roman Empire. It was how the 
state executed those who posed a threat.

I think the answer has something to 
do with “embrace.” When we finally say 
“yes” to our suffering—to the loss, no 
matter how great—there is room for God 
to heal and mend and bring back to life. 

Our cross becomes one with the 
cross of Jesus when we can say with 
him,  “Father, forgive them, they know 
not what they do” (Luke 23:34). To join 
our cross with the cross of Jesus, we 
must forgive whoever it is we blame 
for our suffering—even if that blame is 
heaped upon ourselves or on God.

 Such forgiveness doesn’t come easily. 
Perhaps that is why Jesus followed the 
Spirit out into the desert: to be ready—
not for the ordeal of the cross, but for the 
ordeal of forgiveness. ✟

A Word from  
Pope Leo XIV
I chose to take the name Leo XIV…
mainly because Pope Leo XIII in his 
historic encyclical Rerum Novarum 
addressed the social question in the 
context of the first great industrial 
revolution. In our own day, the 
Church offers…the treasury of 
her social teaching in response 
to…challenges for the defense of 
human dignity, justice, and labor.

ADDRESS TO THE COLLEGE OF 
CARDINALS, ROME, MAY 10, 2025

Sunday Readings
Numbers 21:4b–9
The Lord said to Moses: Make a 
seraph and mount it on a pole, and 
everyone who has been bitten will 
look at it and recover. 

Philippians 2:6–11
[Christ Jesus] humbled himself, 
becoming obedient to death, even 
death on a cross. 

John 3:13–17
“So must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, so that everyone who believes in 
him may have eternal life.”

•	 What cross am I bearing 
today?

•	 Can I pray for the grace to 
accept my cross and offer 
my suffering as prayer?

When we finally say “yes” to 
our suffering, there is room 
for God to heal and mend 

and bring back to life. 



© 2025 Liguori Publications, a ministry of the Redemptorists. Scripture quotations in this publication are 
from The New American Bible, Revised Edition, © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, 
Washington, DC. The Pope Leo XIV quotation is used with permission and copyright © 2025 Libreria Editrice 
Vaticana. All rights reserved. 1-800-325-9521. Liguori.org.September 14, 2025

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
September 15–20

Monday, Our Lady of Sorrows:  
1 Tm 2:1–8 / Jn 19:25–27 or Lk 2:33–35

Tuesday, Sts. Cornelius and Cyprian:  
1 Tm 3:1–13 / Lk 7:11–17

Wednesday, Weekday: 1 Tm 3:14–16 / Lk 7:31–35
Thursday, Weekday: 1 Tm 4:12–16 / Lk 7:36–50

Friday, Weekday:  
1 Tm 6:2c–12 / Lk 8:1–3

Saturday, Sts. Andrew Kim Tae–gŏn 
and Paul Chŏng Ha–sang and 
Companions:  
1 Tm 6:13–16 / Lk 8:4–15

Merciful God, give us the 
grace to carry our crosses 
and unite them with the 
cross of your Son, Jesus, 
so that we may offer our 
suffering as prayer for the 
world. Amen.

The Redemptorists

Mary Magdalene: The Shout of Faith
Sergio Stevan

F inally, the dawn of Sunday came. Mary, dragged down by the events of Friday, aimlessly wanders 
to the tomb. She is a woman walking ever so slowly. Depressed, she goes toward the dullness of 
the day with death in her heart and wrapped in a profound sadness. Mary cannot help but go. 

She cannot do anything less. Love pushes her to the tomb. She goes to repay the Lord for what she has 
received—liberation from seven demons. She goes looking for a dead 
body to give it a fitting gesture of attention and to honor her teacher and 

her Lord. For Mary Magdalene, who loves Jesus more than any other, it is still night. Night! It is 
the test of faith. In the Gospel of John, we read that when Judas left the room of the Last Supper, 
it was still night. (See John 13:30.) Mary goes to the tomb while it is still night, not knowing she is 
heading toward the light of dawn. Having arrived at the tomb, she sees with horror that the stone 
blocking the tomb has been rolled away, and the body of Jesus is gone. Mary feels faint. She sits on a rock and cries.

The angels ask her, “Why are you crying?” And Jesus asks, “Who are you seeking?” Jesus wants what really is in the heart of 
this woman to emerge. Jesus invites her to escape from the slavery of her past, and he calls her by name: “Mary!” She feels again 
recognized and loved. Mary’s joy is full. An unforeseen peace, after so much suffering, descends into her soul. The weight that 
oppressed her heart rolls away like the stone of the tomb. The man who has called her by name approaches her. She, at first not 
believing her own ears, suddenly falls to her knees and, sobbing with joy, shouts, “Rabbouni!” ✟

From Jesus and the Women of Faith, Hope, and Love by Sergio Stevan, Liguori Publications (820274). To order, call 800-325-9521 or visit Liguori.org.

Wisdom from Catholic Update
From “The Way of the Cross” by Jack Wintz, OFM
We come to walk with you, Jesus, confident that you will lead us into the presence 
of God. We choose you as the model for our life journey. Your journey to the cross 
dramatizes what your whole life has been: an offering of praise to God and of 
loving service to humanity. This is what we want for our lives, too. Like the rest of 
your life, your passion and death were acts of praise—a response to God’s infinite 
love for you. We, too, want to praise God in sharing your cross…. Christ Jesus, 
open our hearts to your amazing love. As we walk with you on this way of the 
cross, help us respond with praise and grieve over our failure to return your love.

Catholic Update—a subscription newsletter published eleven times a year—explores Church tradition 
and teaching on contemporary topics. Liguori.org • 800–325–9521

The weight that 
oppressed her heart 
rolls away like the 
stone of the tomb.
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