ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

MUSIC FOR THE LITURGY

Sunday, September 7, 2025

Twenty-third Sunday In
Ordinary Time

Gathering:

Holy, Holy, Holy BB 215
Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 63)

My soul thirsts for you, like the desert
thirsts for rain. It is your face | long for;
you alone are life to me.

Preparation: In Every Age BB 463

Mass Parts:  Mass Of Creation

Communion: | Received The Living God BB 347
Recessional: Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee BB 541

® PARISH GIVING =

Our Parish needs to take in $9700.00 each week in
order to make ends meet. This amount represents an
adjusted budget offertory of $8500.00 per week plus the
combination of budgeted Property and Fuel second
collections ($4800.00 per month divided into 4 weeks or
$1200.00 weekly). Your weekly contribution helps ensure
that the Parish remains a vibrant community. Please
remember to submit your weekly gift even if you will be
away. Consider signing up for electronic giving (see
below). Especially in these trying times, your Parish
depends on your responsible stewardship and support!

August 31 Offertory will be reported next week
because of early Bulletin deadlines.

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS

September 7 Property Management
September 14 No second collection
September 21 Fuel
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Catholic Appeal continues; we
hope you’ll help us meet our goal
of $47,579.00! More information is
Thank you for your
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available at the church entrance.
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PLEASE HELP OUT & PICK UP'!

As you leave church, kindly take your Bulletin with you
- or return it to the basket at the entrance of the Church,
return your music book and Mass card to their proper

place and pick up after yourself as you leave.
Thanks for being attentive and respectful! /

-

Saint Luke the Evangelist
Parish uses Parish Giving -~
to provide parishioners (7”1"18
with an opportunity to :

make your offertory and nvenient

(Par'ish

other contributions
through Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT). Parish Giving is
a simple, secure, and convenient way to manage your
stewardship without weekly envelopes and without
worries. This program is available to parishioners at no
cost. Log on to the St. Luke the Evangelist Parish website
at http://stlukenh.org, click on the
Parish Giving logo, and follow the easy
registration instructions.

You can also use your smart phone to
scan the QR code below. The link will
take you directly to Parish Giving so you
can donate.
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Out of respect for the Lord’s house
and in consideration of fellow
parishioners, please remember to
silence or turn off your cell phone
during Mass. Thank you.
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Religiousy 7

ST.LUKE THE EVANGELIST
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Religious Education Registration for the 2025-2026
Academic Year for Grades K through 6 begins on
September 21. Registration
materials are available at the / \

TODAY!
church entrance or on-line at In-person
stlukenh.org. All students registration for
must register each year. Our the 25-26 year

giste year. will be held
program is based on following the 10
attendance at the 10 am am Liturgy on
Liturgy on Sunday. \_ September 7/
Sacramental preparation

programs are also available. Please call F. Albert,
Joyce Szczapa or Robin Thompson in the Parish
Office 603-382-8324 for more information.

OCIA FOR CHILDREN/TEENS

The Parish offers age-appropriate Sacramental
preparation for any young person who has “missed”
the traditional Sacramental preparation process. Call
the Parish Office with questions.

CATECHISTS NEEDED

Our Religious Education Program needs catechists
for Sunday mornings. Training will be provided.
Substitute Catechists are also welcome! If you can
help, please contact the Parish Office.

Catechist meeting after the 10 am Liturgy on
September 14

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION DISMISSAL
BEGINS SEPTEMBER 21 AT 10 AM LITURGY

N2
CEDISTIMAS
— PARD—

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 8

The annual Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish
Christmas Fair is Saturday, November 8 from 9 am
to 3 PM at the Parish Center in Plaistow. Be on the
lookout for announcements and updates... see how
you can donate, volunteer and participate in our
annual FAIR. Let your friends and family know they
are invited too! Get a head start on your holiday
shopping! Get ready for the FAIR!

DONATION DROP-OFF DATES
SATURDAYS 3:00-5:00pm
September 6, 13, 20, 27
SUNDAYS 10:00am-Noon
September 7, 14, 21, 28
Downstairs Parish Hall Plaistow

LAST DAY FOR DONATION DROP-OFFS
September 27 & 28
CASH RAFFLE TICKETS AVAILABLE

AT THE CHURCH ENTRANCE

Questions ? — please email the FAIR at
StLukeNHFAIR@gmail.com

SANCTUARY CANDLES & VIGIL LIGHT 0

/ e\
/ \\
E 4

The Vigil Light in front of the Blessed Mother icon in
Newton may also be offered in memory or honor of a loved
one. The suggested offering for each is $10.00. Please call
the Parish Office at 603-382-8324.

The Sanctuary Candles in both Newton and
Plaistow may be offered in memory or honor of
a loved one.

St. Luke, Newton-Plaistow, NH

Page 2

957



mailto:StLukeNHFAIR@gmail.com

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

% WEEKLY CALENDAR &

Sunday, September 7

11:00 am Religious Education Registration Plaistow
Monday, September 8
7:00 PM  Knights of Columbus Plaistow

Wednesday, September 10
Holy Angels Church open all day for prayer

10:00 — Noon Food Pantry open Plaistow
Thursday, September 11

8:30 AM —8:30 PM  Eucharistic Adoration Newton

6:00 — 7:00 PM Food Pantry open Plaistow

Friday, September 12

10:00 — Noon Food Pantry open Plaistow
Saturday, September 13

3:00 PM  Sacrament of Reconciliation Plaistow

MASS INTENTIONS
We gather at the Eucharist to pray for
anyone, living or deceased. If you would like Mass
Intentions

to request a Mass for a particular intention
such as thanksgiving for a new birth, healing for a sick
friend or family member, or for a deceased loved one or
friend, please call the Parish Office at 603-382-8324 or

email jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net. The suggested
donation is $10.00 per Mass.

GLUTEN INTOLERANT?

Our Parish provides an option for receiving Holy
Communion for anyone suffering from gluten intolerance
or celiac disease. We use special low gluten breads that
are fully certified for use at Mass by the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops, and are laboratory tested
to contain only .001% gluten. Please see the Pastor before
Mass about receiving Communion using one of these
special hosts.

 MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, September 6 ~ 22nd Ordinary
Col 1:21-23 Lk 6:1-5 (Day)
Wis 9:13-18b Phim 9-10, 12-17 Lk 14:25-33 (Vigil)
4:00 PM John Hansbury by Raymond & Beverly Viglione
Plaistow

Sunday, September 7 ~ 23" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wis 9:13-18b Phim 9-10, 12-17 Lk 14:25-33

8:00 AM Anthony Szematowicz by Barb & Jack Brotz
Newton

10:00 AM  Jesselyn & Donald Driscoll by their Family
Plaistow

Monday, September 8 ~ Nativity o/t Blessed Virgin Mary
Monday Mi 5:1-4a Mt 1: 18-23
8:00 AM People of the Parish
Newton

Tuesday, September 9 ~ Pedro Claver, Priest
Col 2:6-15 Lk 6:12-19
8:00 AM Deceased members of the Fogel Family
& Frank Kelcourse
Plaistow

Wednesday, September 10 ~ 23 Ordinary
Col 3:1-11 Lk 6:20-26
6:30 PM People of the Parish
Plaistow

Thursday, September 11 ~ 23 Ordinary
Col 3:12-17 Lk 6:27-38
8:00 AM People of the Parish
Newton

Friday, September 12 ~ 239 Ordinary
1Tm 1:1-2, 12-14 Lk 6:39-42
NO MASS

Saturday, September 13 ~ John Chrysostom, Bishop
1Tm 1:15-17 Lk 6:43-49 (Day)
Nm 21:4b-9 Phil 2:6-11 Jn 3:13-17 (Vigil)
4:00 PM Eleanore Feurer by Raymond & Beverly Viglione
Plaistow

Sunday, September 14 ~ Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Nm 21:4b-9 Phil 2:6-11 Jn 3:13-17

8:00 AM James Rennick by Barb and Jack Brotz
Newton

10:00 AM  Paul R. Antkowiak (5" Anniv) by the Family
Plaistow

Mass Times for trawvel
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RESTROOM BREAKS DURING MASS
Attention Parents
Please be sure to accompany your young children when
they need to use the restroom during Mass. This is for
their safety... and your peace of mind!

St. Luke, Newton-Plaistow, NH
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

+0OCIA

Order of Christian Initiation for Adults

WELCOME IN CHRIST!

Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish invites all to a deeper love
of Jesus and to a fullness of communion with the Church.
The ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS
(OCIA) is a process where adults and older children are
welcomed into the Catholic Church. Some have never
been Baptized, others never received Eucharist or
Confirmation, and others arrive at our door after a long
faith journey.

OCIA BEGINS MEETING ON
SEPTEMBER 21

Do you know someone who is thinking about becoming part
of our Catholic community? Are you the non-Catholic
spouse of a parishioner who is wondering about full
communion with the Church? Are you an adult Catholic
who for whatever reason, “missed” one or more of the
sacraments of initiation while growing up? Do you have
children over 7 years of age who were never Baptized, or
older children who “missed” sacraments?

The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (and its
adapted form for children) welcomes all kinds of people
into the Catholic family. The OCIA is for any adult who is:
unbaptized and recognizes a need for spirituality in their
life, or Baptized and raised in another Christian tradition
but interested in learning about the Catholic faith, or
Baptized in the Catholic faith, but never received any
formal religious training.

Children of all ages are welcome and participate in age
appropriate meetings for their OCIA experience.

Contact Father Albert in the Parish Office at
603.382.8324 for more information, or email at
fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net.

PARENTS BAPTISM PREPARATION

The next preparation session for
infant Baptism will be held after
the 10:00 am Liturgy on Sunday,
September 14 in the St. Joseph
Room of the Hall in Plaistow. All
parents planning to celebrate the
Sacrament of Baptism are
welcome.

SN\
BAPTISM

Families wishing to celebrate Baptism in the
Church must be REGISTERED (according to
Church Canon Ilaw) and PRACTICING
(attending Sunday Mass) for 3 full months
before a Baptism can be scheduled. The use of
the envelope system is always optional,
however it does guarantee a manner of
accountability. For most families, the Pastor or
staff can easily verify attendance during these
three months.

Baptismal Sponsors (godparents) are also
regulated by Church Canon Law. Sponsors
must be at least 16, fully initiated (having
received Baptism, Eucharist and
Confirmation), and be practicing Catholics
living Christian lives consistent with the
Church’s teaching. Please see F. Albert with
questions.

FOR OUR RECORDS

The Parish asks for your help to keep our records current.
If there are any births, deaths, marriages, moves, phone
number or address changes in your family, please notify
the Parish Office at 603-382-8324 or by email at
jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net. If you’re new to our
parish, registration forms are available at the entrances of
both churches.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

A Men’s AA Step Meeting is held on Sunday mornings from 7:00 to 8:00
AM at the St. Luke the Evangelist Parish Hall (Holy Angels Church) Bring
your own coffee. For more information, call Joe at 617-921-9899.

St. Luke, Newton-Plaistow, NH
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

The Knights Corner <3 *

.. Knights of
7" Columbus’

St. Jude Council #6617

We're Having A Party !

Join us on Sunday, Sept 21* to
celebrate the 50" anniversary of
St. Jude Council #6617.

Event Location: Salvatore's Restaurant, Lawrence MA
Time: Tpm to Spm
Cost: $50.00 per person, seating is limited
Cocktail Hour, Buffet Meal, Cash Bar,
Awards, Surprises, Honored Guests

For more information and to reserve your seats please
contact: Peter Richards email: pmrpjsé@comcast.net

KNIGHTS ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP

The Knights of Columbus

membership to anyone who would like to participate with

are offering associate

the Knights in our activities. The membership is available
to anyone in our parish or in the community. There are
currently about a dozen associate members. It's free and
you can pick and choose what activities you would like to
be involved with.

JOIN THE KNIGHTS IN DOING GOOD'!

If you want more information about the Knights,
including our Associate membership program, contact
Dan Sullivan at 603-770-4803 or at
dans49@comcast.net.

Saint Luke the Evangelist
OUTREACH MINISTRY

YOUR “DROPPED DOLLAR” HARD AT WORK

Thank you for your continued support of the St. Luke
Outreach Ministry! Please know that your “dropped
dollars” are being used wisely to help the poor in our area.
Your generosity does not go unnoticed.

Our next meeting is on September 17 at 7:00 PM. We
meet downstairs in the Church Hall in Plaistow. New
members are always welcome!

The annual Outreach Ministry appeal weekend
and our Fall mum sale is September 20-21!
Thanks for your support - get your mums !

If you seek assistance or need information about
St. Luke Outreach Ministry, call 603-382-8324 x315.

Hear, O LORD, and answer me
for I am poor and needy.

THE GOD MINUTE

Every morning a small group of priests, religious, and lay people
start their day in prayer. Soft music, sacred scripture, and
thoughtful reflection are weaved into a 10-minute prayer called
The God Minute. It’s then uploaded for you to access and prayer
along with on your own time. And it’s free. Listen with your
coffee in the morning, while driving to work, or taking a walk. See
how easy and beautiful prayer can be.

www.thegodminute.org

ADORERS NEEDED AT ADORATION

i We are truly blessed to have times for
Adoration of Our Lord in our Parish. This
time of prayer and intercession is not only a
source of great grace for the individual but is a great source
of grace for us as a parish family. We have many who have
made the commitment to spend an hour each week with
our Eucharistic Lord. Adoration takes place each
Thursday in Newton from 8:30 AM to 8:30 PM. We also
need people at all times so we can have 2 people at each
hour. If you can commit to one hour a week in Adoration
of our Lord, or if you can be a substitute, please contact
the Parish Office at 603-382-8324.

The Church in Plaistow is open all day on
Wednesdays for people to stop by and pray
before the presence of Jesus in the tabernacle.

St. Luke, Newton-Plaistow, NH
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DONATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED

Our Parish-Run Tables Depend on your Donations

Can You Donate??

New/Like New Items WINE Collectibles WINE
New Gift Cards WINE Theme Baskets
New Knitted/Crocheted Items Lottery Tickets
Fun Gadgets Original Artwork Tootsie Roll Pops
New Toys (did | mention WINE?) New Tools

Please No Stemware, Vases

DONATION DROP-OFF DATES
SATURDAYS 3:00pm-5:00pm
September 6, 13, 20, 27
SUNDAYS 10:00am-12:00pm
September 7, 14, 21, 28

Downstairs Parish Hall Plaistow

LAST DAY FOR DROP-OFFS

September 27 & 28
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St Luke the Evangelist
Cash Raffle Tickets

Are available at the entrance of

Both Churches

Take LOTS & sell them to family,

Friends, strangers at Market Basket

Return in a sealed envelope:
Completed stubs, cash, or check

Payable to “St. Luke Cash Raffle”

Ticket stubs and Payment

must be returned together

In an envelope

Place in collection basket or bring

Directly to Parish Office




ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST PARISH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR

CORE HELPERS CONFIRMATION FORM

Fill out this form and send it in ASAP. Please fill out 1 form PER person.
In other words, husband & wife fill out SEPARATE formes.

Name:

Day-time phone:

E-mail:

Best time to reach you:

Evening phone:

Did you work the DAY OF THE FAIR last year? YES,

If YES, circle WHERE you worked from list below.

Café Cashier Café Kitchen

Cookie Heaven Counting Team
Greeter Holiday Décor Table
Lollipop Game Parking Attendant
Photos with Santa Quilt Raffle Table
Outreach Ministry Table Theme Basket Table

Can you work in that area again this year? YES,

If No, why? Not available this year

If YES, indicate which shift you will work.

ALL DAY, 8:30am — 3:30pm
Early AM Shift, 7:30am — 9:30am
AM Shift, 8:30am — 12:30pm
LUNCH Shift(s) Only

PM Shift, 12:00pm — 3:30pm

NO,

Cash Raffle Table
Country Store Table
Jewelry Table
Penny Sale Table
Silent Auction Table
Wine Raffle Table

NO,

Would prefer a different area

Please return this form sooner than
humanly possible!! Planning and
scheduling the volunteers for this fair
takes A LOT of time. We need information
sooner than later. Thanks a million!!

THANK YOU & PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM ASAP

3. Core Helpers Confirmation Form

repeat Mid AUG — Mid SEPT




ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST PARISH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR

CORE HELPERS CONFIRMATION FORM

PRE-FAIR VOLUNTEERS:

Did you help on a PRE-FAIR area last year? YES, NO,
Can you work in that area again this year? YES, NO,
If No, why? Not available this year Would prefer a different area

If YES, circle which area you helped with PRE-FAIR from list below.

Bulletin Updates Bidding Owl Input Publicity

Donation Sort Team Gift Card Acquisition Box Up Lollipop Donations
Pricing Country Store or Holiday Décor Items Readying Yard Signs

Retail Value Research for Silent Auction items Theme Basket Assembly
Thursday Venue Set-Up Crew Thursday HAULER Team

Friday Help Arrange Merchandise on Parish Tables  Friday Stage Décor Crew

POST FAIR VOLUNTEERS

Did you help on a POST-FAIR team last year? YES, NO,
Can you work in that area again this year? YES, NO,
If No, why? Not available this year Would prefer a different area

If YES, circle which area you helped with POST-FAIR from list below.

Operation “Close Down Silent Auction”

Please return this form sooner than
humanly possible!! Planning and
Sunday Prize Distribution scheduling the volunteers for this fair
Sunday HAULER Team takes A LOT of time. We need information
sooner than later. Thanks a million!!

Saturday Breakdown Venue Crew

Sunday Clean Up Crew

THANK YOU & Please return this form ASAP

3. Core Helpers Confirmation Form repeat Mid AUG — Mid SEPT



NH CATHOLIC APPEAL
CONTINUES THROUGH SPRING, 2026

A gift to the New Hampshire Catholic Appeal: Future of
Our Faith II will enable the Catholic Church in New
Hampshire to meet the increasing needs of parishes,
Catholic schools, retired clergy, seminarians and much

% & . more. Each dollar is carefully stewarded to provide the

maximum cost effectiveness for our ministries.

Your gift supports these essential ministries that keep our faith thriving in New Hampshire.

* Increasing and supporting vocations (seminarian education, formation, and support of the

permanent diaconate)

» Making Catholic education affordable, accessible, and available to all who desire it

e Catholic Charities New Hampshire
* Caring for our retired clergy
* Vibrant parishes

* Evangelization and catechesis at home with Parable magazine
* Missionaries abroad and multicultural ministry in New Hampshire

WAYS TO GIVE
Make Your Gift Online

www.catholicnh.org/NHCA Make a one-time gift, pledge, or give a monthly recurring gift

using a credit or debit card.

Pay by Cash or Check
Make your check payable to the New Hampshire
Catholic Appeal and mail to:

New Hampshire Catholic Appeal
P.O. Box 5456 Manchester, NH 03108

Check pledges will receive monthly reminders.
All pledges will be a maximum of 10 months and
should be paid in full by March 29, 2026.

=» Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish
2025 goal is $47,579.00

=» Gifts to Catholic Charities NH
separately do not count toward
the Catholic Appeal Parish Goal.

Securities/Stocks, IRAs, Donor Advised Funds and Bequests

We are grateful for your consideration of these types of important gifts. Please call the
Development Office for more information on how to plan your gift at 603-663-0136. Please
consult your legal representative or tax advisor first to maximize your benefit.
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NEW HAMPSHIRE CATHOLIC APPEAL

Our Parish 2025 goal is $47,579.00. The Parish keeps any income raised above our set
fundraising goal. Goals are set by the Diocese at 10% of the average of the last three years of our
assessable income (excluding the pandemic shut down year of 2020).

Approximately 95%, of the New Hampshire Catholic Appeal (NHCA) revenue will go
towards ministry, education, and parishes. The goal is for less than 5% of revenue to be spent on
administering the NHCA. The intent of the Diocese is to keep these costs as low as possible. No funds
will go towards diocesan administration, the bishop’s office, or any clergy abuse settlements/litigation.

Many Diocesan second collections have been eliminated. The second collections eliminated in 2023 are
the Seminary Fund, the Catholic education collection, the Parish-to-Parish Support Fund, the NH
Missionaries Abroad and Migrant & Refugee Ministry in NH, the Catholic University of America and
USCCB, the NH Priest Retirement Fund and the annual drive for Parable Magazine. In addition, the
annual appeal for Catholic Charities will no longer take place since the Catholic Appeal takes the place
of the Catholic Charities Appeal of years past.

Many of these needs and ministries were previously funded through second collections. These second
collections have been eliminated or consolidated into the NHCA. Parishioners can still give to any of
these causes and programs separately, though it does not count towards the overall NHCA Parish goal.

A 1
Mfi o L‘ij/ o
TAKE <. Gifts to Catholic Charities NH separately do _not count

NOTE! -\ toward the Catholic Appeal Parish Goal.

1

How Should I Give?
There are many ways that you can give to the New Hampshire Catholic Appeal.
“ Donate online with credit/debit card.
. Pledge — submit your pledge (through the gift envelope, or online)
All check pledges will receive a monthly reminder.
. Recurring Gift — set up a monthly recurring gift (through the gift envelope, or online)
. Check —make checks payable to the New Hampshire Catholic Appeal.
. Cash may be sent in using the gift envelope, but we encourage check or credit card.
. Donate stock — call (603) 663-0136 for broker instructions.
. Donate through your IRA — contact your IRA administrator and have your gift sent directly to

the Office of Development and Communications at 153 Ash Street, Manchester, NH 03104 — include
your name, and the parish you want the gift credit to go towards.

Can Saint Luke parishioners donate using our online giving platform?

No. At this time, Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish electronic giving is not connected to the NH
Catholic Appeal. This is because of the complications of reporting to the Diocese and the tax-
deductible reporting that must be done for all donations.
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Bringing Home

the Word ¥

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)

September 7, 2025

No Longer a Slave

Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

aul urged Philemon to treat a
P runaway slave, Onesimus, as a

brother in Christ, not as a slave.
He didn’t ask Philemon to free the man.
Nor did he encourage him to work for
the eradication of slavery. Why not? The
letter doesn’t tell us. Yet, if we look deeply
at this issue, we might discover that Paul
was asking for something much more
profound than a change in law.

The United States outlawed slavery
more than 150 years ago. But that
change did nothing to erase the political,
economic, and social biases of many
citizens. Some people still consider

Sunday Readings

Wisdom 9:13-18b

Scarcely can we guess the things
on earth, and only with difficulty
grasp what is at hand; but things in
heaven, who can search them out?

Philemon 9-10, 12-17

So if you regard me [St. Paul] as a
partner, welcome [Onesimus] as you
would me.

Luke 14:25-33

Whoever does not carry his own
cross and come after me cannot be
my disciple.

African Americans and other people
of color as inferior, untrustworthy,
and dangerous. Laws cannot change
thinking or prejudices.

Had Philemon simply freed
Onesimus, would the slave’s situation
have been improved? In the ancient
world, slaves were often branded,
thus alerting everyone to their servile
position in society. Might this have
prevented him from living a full life as a
free man? Even if the law had changed,
would ancient Rome have provided
for former slaves any better than
contemporary America has?

Paul pressed Philemon to go deeper
into his heart, to change his perception
of Onesimus’ status in his household.
Paul is probably not talking about a
blood bond, but the bond that joins
Christians to each other as brothers
and sisters in Christ. If we really treat
each other in this way, discriminatory
customs will crumble, and there will no
longer be any kind of slavery. ¥

Paul was asking for
something more profound
than a change in the law.

A Word from
Pope Leo XIV

In Gaza...children, families, and
elderly are reduced to starvation.
In Myanmar, new hostilities have
cut short innocent young lives.
Finally, war-torn Ukraine awaits
negotiations for a just and lasting
peace.... We implore [Our Lady’s]
intercession for the gift of peace,
for support and comfort for those
who suffer.

REGINA CAELI, ROME, MAY 18, 2025

REFLECTION
QUESTIONS

ONE2LION2

KEEIECLIOW

* s there any group of
people | struggle to
welcome as brothers
and sisters in Christ?

* How can | pray for them?

© 2025 Liguori Publications, a Ministry of the Redemptorists | Liguori.org




A Time of Surrender

Bonnie LeMelle Abadie

ultry summer days surrender to autumn breezes. Lovely, leisurely days surrender to the frantic

organization of schedules normally determined by classes, sports, and parish activities. The

ordinariness of daily living surrenders to the unexpected: illness, natural disasters, or human-
induced tragedies, such as 9/11. Though things happen all the time that call us to stop and notice what
is going on, “surrender” is the word I most associate with the month of September. I think that’s because

this month signals noticeable and sometimes drastic change. When we focus on

We humans aren’t typically fans of change. We like things to be predictable and comfortable. .
. . . . . faith and turn to

Entering the unknown can trigger fear. It is much like paddling a boat through deep, dark waters )

on a moonless night. What will happen to me? Will I capsize and drown? Will all I've worked for be God in prayer, we

lost? But there are ways to navigate these waters in order to emerge as better versions of ourselves. surrender our lives
Surrendering to God is not easy. My stubborn independent streak can serve positive purposes, to God.

but it also can block me from asking for help from others when I need it the most and keep me from

relying on God in times of difficulty. If that’s anything like you, I encourage you to consider these questions with me:

o Are we people of faith?

« Do we believe in a loving, redeeming, sanctifying God?

» Do we trust that God loves us unconditionally?

» Do we embrace the fact that Jesus died to save us and that the Holy Spirit guides us?

Fear robs us of our ability to trust and obscures the light shining forth from the heart of God. When we focus on faith, turn to
God in prayer, and walk in trust, we surrender our lives to God. Then, we allow God’s grace to become like the waves of the ocean
washing upon the sandy shores of our lives. We surrender to God’s presence, pace, and patterns. ¥

From Liguorian, September 2020.
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Wisdom from Catholic Update

From “Catholic Schools” by Elizabeth Bookser Barkley

As a teacher of college students over the past decades, | know that many young
people have little grasp of the history of the Catholic Church or of the historical
origin of many Church practices. But many tell me that they hope to have children
and raise them in the Catholic faith. Knowing our collective history is important if

PRAYER

Good and gracious God,

we are to understand the Church today. You can’t open a...history book without
[seeing] the Catholic Church inserting itself into almost every century: the origins of
the papacy, the role of monasteries in preserving culture, art in Catholic spaces, the
philosophical impact of the likes of Augustine and Thomas Aquinas, or the influence
of papal encyclicals on historical and modern thought. Some of Church history is
nothing to boast of, but...there is much we can be proud of and can celebrate.

encourage us in our work,
calm us in our rest, and
inspire us in our prayer.

We pray in Jesus’ name.
Catholic Update—a subscription newsletter published eleven times a year—explores Church tradition and
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teaching on contemporary topics. Liguori.org « 800-325-9521 Amen.

The Redemptorists

Monday, Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary: Thursday, Weekday:
WEEKDAY Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30 / Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 Col 3:12-17 / Lk 6:27-38
READ' NGS or 1:18-23 Friday, Weekday:

Tuesday, St. Peter Claver: Col 2:6-15/ Lk 6:12-19 1Tm 1:1-2, 12-14 / Lk 6:39-42
September 8-13 Wednesday, Weekday: Col 3:1-11 / Lk 6:20-26 Saturday, St. John Chrysostom:

1 Tm 1:15-17 / Lk 6:43-49

Brmgmg Home © 2025 Liguori Publications, a ministry of the Redemptorists. Scripture quotations in this publication are
-the Word from The New American Bible, Revised Edition, © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine,
Washington, DC. The Pope Leo XIV quotation is used with permission and copyright © 2025 Libreria Editrice
September 7, 2025 Vaticana. All rights reserved. 1-800-325-9521. Liguori.org.
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