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    PARISH TITHING   

 

Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish uses Parish 
Giving to provide parishioners with an opportunity 
to make your offertory and other contributions 
through Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT).  Parish 
Giving is a simple, secure, and convenient way to 
manage your stewardship without weekly envelopes 
and without worries.  This program is available to 
parishioners at no cost.  Log on to the St. Luke the 
Evangelist Parish website at http://stlukenh.org, click 
on the Parish Giving logo, and follow the easy 
registration instructions. 
 

UPCOMING SECOND & SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
 

August 22 Fuel 
August 29 Missionary Co-op 
September 5 Property Management 
September 12 Catholic University / USCCB 
September 19 Fuel 

Our Parish needs to take in $9700.00 each week 
in order to make ends meet.  This amount 
represents an adjusted budget offertory of 
$8500.00 per week plus the combination of 
budgeted Property and Fuel second collections 
($4800.00 per month divided into 4 weeks or 
$1200.00 weekly).  Your weekly contribution helps 
ensure that the Parish remains a vibrant 
community.  Please remember to submit your 
weekly gift even if you will be away.  Consider 
signing up for electronic giving (see below).  
Especially in these trying times, your Parish 
depends on your responsible stewardship and 
support! 

 
August 15, 2021 

   
  Assumption of Mary $9,402.31 
 
 

Out of respect for the Lord and in 
consideration of fellow parishioners, 
please remember to silence or turn of 
your cell phones during Mass. Thank you! 

 

COVID VACCINE CONCERNS 
Beware of fake news!  There are reports that call into 
question the moral and ethical validity of Covid-19 
vaccines.  Do not be misled.  Right click on the 
following tab and open the hyperlink to read what the 
Bishops of the Unites States are saying about the moral 
permissibility of the current Covid-19 vaccines:         

Click Here for the Memo 
 

COVID UPDATE 
 

By mandate of the Bishop of Manchester on June 6, 
all restrictions and procedures put in place during the 
pandemic are no longer in effect.   
 

The choice to wear or to not wear a mask is left up to 
individuals and their discretion.  Those persons who have 
not been vaccinated should be especially mindful of their 
own safety and the safety of others, especially those 
vulnerable to communicable disease. 
 

A hand sanitizer station will remain at the main entrances 
of the church doors for the time being for parishioners’ 
convenience. 
 

Anyone who has been recently exposed to COVID 19 or 
any other communicable disease should not attend public 
services of any kind.  Those sick should remain at home 
until such time as they are healthy. 
 
 

Liturgy online or on TV… 
 

Boston Catholic Television catholictv.org 
Sunday Mass from Notre Dame 

catholictv.org/masses/notre-dame-mass 
Salt & Light TV   saltandlighttv.org 
Eternal Word Television  ewtn.com 
 

 

SANCTUARY CANDLES 
The Sanctuary Candles in both Newton and Plaistow 
may be offered in memory or honor of a loved one.  The 
suggested offering for each is $10.00.  Please call the 
Parish Office at 382-8324. 

http://stlukenh.org/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usccb.org%2Fresources%2Fmemo-to-bishops-on-vaccines-for-covid-19.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Calberttremblay%40rcbm.org%7C240d866f8a11480adb9708d89c694da1%7C3b55b6744f934a708091262d87011e7d%7C0%7C0%7C637431323395039202%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=jOgV1AfveYbGRdav5gwabcYG0y00RKYLdeNGh9%2FhxT0%3D&reserved=0
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FOR OUR RECORDS 
We need your help to keep our records current.   
If there are any births, deaths, marriages, moves, or 
address changes in your family, please notify the  
Parish Office at 603-382-8324 or by email at 
jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net. If you are new  
to our parish, registration forms are available at the 
entrances of both churches.  You can also find a 
registration form on our website at http://stlukenh.org.  
 

  PARISH NEWS   

 

WHILE AWAY THIS SUMMER… 
 

We appreciate all of you who remember to send in your Parish Offertory during the Summer even when on 
vacation or visiting other parishes.  Thank you for remembering that our expenses also continue through the 
Summer months.  We invite others to consider doing the same before or even after you return home. 

 

AMAZONSMILE FOUNDATION 
 

AmazonSmile.com is the same market platform as 
Amazon.com, but with the added benefit of allowing 
customers to donate 0.5% of the price of items purchased 
to a charitable organization.  Please register today to start 
shopping and donating at www.amazonsmile.com.  For 
questions, please call the Parish Office at 603-382-8324.  
Be sure to choose:   

 

St Luke the Evangelist Parish, Plaistow. 

 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! 
We appreciate the gracious support of our bulletin by our 
Advertisers!  Please be sure to support our advertisers by 
calling them first.  If you have a business and would like to 
place an ad, call 1-800-333-3166, ext. 161. 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
A Men’s AA Step Meeting is being held on Sunday mornings 
from 7:00 to 8:00 AM at the St. Luke the Evangelist Parish 
Hall (Holy Angels).  Masks are required.  Bring your own 
coffee.  For more information, call Joe at 617-921-9899. 

EVICTION & EMERGENCY RENTAL ASSISTANCE 
If you or someone you know are facing eviction or 
need emergency rental assistance, help is available.  
Please call Catholic Charities at 603-889-9431.   

 

 

Maybe …. it’s time 
To re-connect with your Church 
To re-new yourself and others 
through the unique power of the 
Holy Spirit 
 

If you are a baptized Catholic, 
have received your First 
Communion, but decided against 
Confirmation as a teen, mabe 
NOW IS THE TIME for you to re-
consider Confirmation.   
 

God does care about you.  For 
some reason, God chose you to 
be born into a family that would 
bring you to the Catholic Church 

       
    

     
       

     
    

    
     

    
      

       
   

to be born into a family that would bring you to the 
Catholic Church for Baptism.  So maybe – just 
maybe – now…it’s time…to make your own choice.  
Confirmation.  If you are 18 or over and were never 
Confirmed, contact the Parish Office (603-382-8324) 
or www.stlukenh.org.  With little time and reflection, 
practicing Catholics can be prepared to celebrate the 
gift of the Spirit in their lives.  Maybe it’s your time. 

 

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Religious Education Registration for the 2021-2022 
Academic Year for Grades Pre-K through 12 begins in 
September.  If your child is currently enrolled, a 
registration form has been sent home.  If your child is 
new to the Program, please call Cathy Smith at 382-8324 
for more information. 
 

CATECHISTS NEEDED 
Our Religious Education Program is in need of 
catechists for Sunday mornings.  Training will be 
provided.  If you can help, please email Cathy Smith at 
csmith@stluketheevangelist.net. 

 

ALTAR SERVERS 
WANTED! 

School students 3rd grade 
and up – adults and families 
are all welcome! 
 

If you would like to become 
an altar server, or if you have 
served before and would like 
to resume serving, please 
contact Fr. Albert at 603-382-
8324 or 
fr.albert@stluketheevangelist
.net  
 

mailto:jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net
http://stlukenh.org/
http://www.amazonsmile.com/
http://www.stlukenh.org/
http://www.stlukenh.org/
mailto:csmith@stluketheevangelist.net
mailto:fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net
mailto:fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST 
FOOD PANTRY 

 

Thank you for your generosity 
towards the hungry of our area!   
 

Non-perishable food or 
personal care items are always 
needed – donations can be 
dropped off at Church or are 
welcome at the Parish Office 
during regular business hours.   

Cash donations for food are always welcome – make 
checks payable to St. Luke the Evangelist Food Pantry.  
All donations to the Food Pantry go toward helping the 
needy of our communities. Call the Pantry at 819-4949 
for more information. 
 

 

  WEEKLY CALENDAR   
 

Wednesday, August 25 
Holy Angels Church  

Open All Day For Prayer 
 

Thursday, August 26 
  8:30 AM – 8:30 PM    Eucharistic Adoration Newton 

 
Saturday, August 28 

  3:00 PM  Sacrament of Reconciliation Plaistow 
 
 

  MASS INTENTIONS   
 

Saturday, August 21 ~ 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b; Eph 5:21-32; Jn 6:60-69 (Vigil) 
  4:00 PM Connie Lawson by Pat Zakiewicz 
 Plaistow  
 
Sunday, August 22 ~ 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b; Eph 5:21-32; Jn 6:60-69 
  8:00 AM Carol Bettencourt (2nd Anniversary) 
 by Janice Bettencourt 
 Newton 
10:00 AM Eva, Raymond, and Stephen Huberdeau 
 by Linda Huberdeau 
 Plaistow 
 
Monday, August 23 ~ Rose of Lima, Virgin 
     1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10; Mt 23:13-22 
  8:00 AM Stephen Fogg by Barbara Metcalf 
 Newton 
 
Tuesday, August 24 ~ Bartholomew, Apostle 
     Rev 21:9b-14; Jn 1:45-51 
  8:00 AM  In Honor of the Holy Trinity 
 Plaistow 
 
Wednesday, August 25 ~ Louis; Joseph Calasanz, Priest 
     1 Thes 2:9-13; Mt 23:27-32 
  6:30 PM Francine Bettencourt (8th Anniversary) 
 by Janice Bettencourt 
 Plaistow 
 
Thursday, August 26 ~ Weekday 
     1 Thes 3:7-13; Mt 24:42-51 
  8:00 AM The Intentions of Joyce Nardella 
 by her sister, Joan Daniels 
 Newton 
 
Friday, August 27 ~ Monica 
     1 Thes 4:1-8; Mt 25:1-13 
 No Mass 
 
Saturday, August 28 ~ Augustine, Bishop and Doctor  
                                       of the Church 
     1 Thes 4:9-11; Mt 25:14-30 (Day) 
     Dt 4:1-2, 6-8; Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27;  
     Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 (Vigil) 
  4:00 PM Donald B. Culbert, Jr. (6th Anniversary) 
 by his mother, Jane Culbert, and family 
 Plaistow  
 
Sunday, August 29 ~ 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     Dt 4:1-2, 6-8; Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27;  
     Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
  8:00 AM Betty Joyce by the Lumnah family 
 Newton 
10:00 AM Deceased Family Members of the  
 Charles and Mary Jesionowski family 
 by Sonia Tatarka 
 Plaistow  
 

PRAYER LINE 
St. Luke’s offers a prayer line as a resource for those 
seeking prayer assistance.  To submit your prayer 
request please call Cathy Smith at 603-382-8324, ext. 
314 or email her at csmith@stluketheevangelist.net. 

RESTROOM BREAKS DURING MASS 
Attention Parents 

Please be sure to accompany your young children when 
they need to use the restroom during Mass.  This is for 
their safety and your peace of mind! 

SUPPORT THE SOCIETY OF 
ST. VINCENT de PAUL IN OCTOBER 

 

Hannaford’s, Route 111 in East Hampstead, NH 
has RUN OUT of Fight for Hunger bags. 

 

We apologize for the inconvenience! 
 

Hannaford’s will have a new supply in October,  
so stay tuned! 

mailto:csmith@stluketheevangelist.net
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  FAITH FORMATION & PARISH INFORMATION  

  PARISH DIRECTORY   
 
 Parish Office 603-382-8324 Fr. Albert Tremblay fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net 
 Parish Prayer Line 603-382-8324 x 314 Cathy Smith csmith@stluketheevangelist.net 
 St. Vincent de Paul Society 603-382-8324 x 315 Joyce Szczapa jszczapa@stluketheevangelist,net 
 St. Luke’s Food Pantry 603-819-4949 Jackie Tremblay jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net 
 Preschool 603-382-9783 Val Barczak mvmbarczak@comcast.net 
 Presentation of Mary Convent 603-382-2744 Parish Council parishcouncil@stluketheevangelist.net 

  
 

  
   

  
 

   
    

   
 

 

   
  

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
   

 

 

ADORATION 
We are truly blessed to have times for Adoration of Our 
Lord in our Parish.  This time of prayer and intercession 
is not only a source of great grace for the individual, but 
it is a great source of grace for us as a parish family, as 
well. 
 

We have many who have made the commitment to 
spend an hour each week with our Eucharistic Lord, but 
we need more people so there will be at least two 
people at each hour.  We are also looking for people 
who would be able to substitute. 
 

Newton – Thursday 
8:30 AM – 8:30 PM 

 

If you can commit to one hour a week in Adoration of our 
Lord, or if you can be a substitute, please contact Cathy 
Smith at 603-382-8324, ext. 305 or email her at 
csmith@stluketheevangelist.net. 
 

The Church in Plaistow is open all day on  
Wednesdays for people to stop by and pray  

before the presence of Jesus in the tabernacle. 

 
 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is the 
process by which people become members of the 
Roman Catholic Church. Be a good agent of welcome 
and evangelization! If you or someone you know is 
interested in inquiring about becoming a member of the 
Roman Catholic Church, contact Cathy Smith in the 
Parish Office. 

 
 ADULT CONFIRMATION 

Are you an adult who has been Baptized and received 
Eucharist, but has not celebrated the sacrament of 
Confirmation? The adult Confirmation process is an 
opportunity to complete the Sacraments of Initiation.  If 
you would like to prepare for Confirmation, or if you have 
questions, call Cathy Smith at 603-382-8324, ext. 305 or 
call Cathy Smith at 603-382-8324, ext. 305 or email her 
at 

csmith@stluketheevangelist.net. 

 

 

Thank you so much for your 
continued support of the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society.  We’ve 
had a busy Spring, and Summer 
shows no sign of slowing down 
our effort to help our neighbors 
and friends in need. 
 If you are interested in learning more about this great 

group of volunteers, contact our Secretary, Jim 
Edwards, at jimmy69180@hotmail.com or 603-642-
5236.  Meetings are both live and virtual.   
 
If you seek assistance or need information about the 
Society, call (603) 382-8324, ext.315.   
 

MARRIAGE IN THE CHURCH 
 

Did you know that all 
Catholics are required to be 
married in the Church as a 
condition of the validity of 
their marriage?   
 

 
Any Catholic married in a civil ceremony (JP) or in any 
religious ceremony other than a Catholic one (unless 
specifically excepted by the Bishop) is not living out the 
Sacrament of Marriage in its fullness according to the 
teaching of the Church.  Contact Father Albert in the 
Parish Office for more information and assistance – there 
are ways in which your situation might be resolved! 
 

 

 

BLUE MASS 
All are welcome to the Annual Blue Mass at St. Joseph 
Cathedral in Manchester on Sunday, September 26, 
2021 at 10:30 AM.*  The Blue Mass is an opportunity to 
pray for and with members of law enforcement, 
firefighters, emergency medical technicians, dispatchers 
and their families and communities.  It is also an 
opportunity to ask God to continue to bless them and their 
families in their important work.  After Mass, awards will 
be presented in the Cathedral.  We will recognize an 
exemplary Catholic Police Officer, Firefighter, EMT and 
Dispatcher. 
*In case of any adverse developments related to 
COVID-19, the Mass will be celebrated Sunday, 
November 14, 2021 at 10:30 a.m. 

 

mailto:npare@stluketheevangelist.net
mailto:csmith@stluketheevangelist.net
mailto:csmith@stluketheevangelist.net
mailto:jimmy69180@hotmail.com
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ALTAR SERVERS WANTED! 
 
 

 

  Parish News ~ Youth News ~ Around The Diocese  

 
St. Luke the Evangelist is now on Facebook!  Go to 
www.facebook.com/stlukenh.org/ or St. Luke the 
Evangelist Parish – Newton/Plaistow and give us a 
Like!  Please invite fellow parishioners & friends to do the 
same. 

 

ANNUAL MISSIONARY COOPERATIVE OFFERING 
On the weekend of August 28-29, our Parish will reach 
out to the Diocese of Jackson, Mississippi in our own 
nation as part of our Diocese of Manchester Mission 
Cooperative program.  The Diocese of Jackson, MS is 
one of the smallest per capita Catholic Dioceses in the 
US and certainly one of the poorest.  Our generosity will 
help the parishes of the Diocese welcome 1000 children 
to schools and feeding programs in Mississippi and will 
also fund summer nutrition programs for children and 
families who do not get enough to eat in the summer 
vacation months.  The Diocese of Jackson also sponsors 
parish programs that educate and welcome people of all 
faith traditions while helping residents who exist well 
below the poverty line.  Thank you for your generosity to 
the Catholic Diocese of Jackson.  Visit their website at 
www.jacksondiocese.org.  

The Sanctuary Candle at 
Mary, Mother of the Church 

will burn this week  
For The Intentions Of  
Jeanne Fullerton 

by the Brotz family 

YOUNG ADULT RETREAT DAY 
“Rest and Renew” is a Retreat Day for all Catholic 
men and women ages 21 to 35.  This weekend 
experience on September 10-12, 2021 will offer 
time for rest, reflection, prayer, and socializing.  For 
more information and to register, visit 
https://yaretreat2021.eventbrite.com.   

 

HELP WANTED 
 

Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish in Newton-Plaistow, NH 
is searching for a PT custodian for our Preschool-
Kindergarten in Plaistow, NH.  The position involves 
routine custodial services after school hours (post 3 PM) 
Monday through Friday to equal twenty (20) hours per 
week.  The successful candidate must be able to work 
independently and follow instructions to prepare the 
school environment for each new learning day.  
Candidates must be able to work on their feet for most of 
their time, go up and down stairs and lift at least twenty 
(20) pounds.  Candidates must also complete the Diocese 
of Manchester protocols for Safe Environment including a 
State(s) Criminal background check and Diocesan Safe 
Environment database training. 
 

A full job description and application materials are 
available by contacting the Parish Office at (603) 382-
8324 or fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net. 

 

6 WEEK BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUPS 
 

DAYTIME GROUP 
Mondays from 2:00 to 3:30 PM 

September 13 through October 18 
Exeter Hospital, 5 Alumni Drive, Exeter, NH 

Conference 1 North 
 

EVENING GROUP 
Wednesdays, 6:30 to 8:00 PM 

September 6 through October 13 
Medical Building, 4 Alumni Drive, Exeter, NH 

Conference Room #2 
 

These six-week interactive support groups provide an 
opportunity for members to meet in a safe, supportive 
environment to explore the grieving process and share 
with others who are coping with the loss of a loved one.  
All groups are free.  Minimum enrollment is 4 participants 
for each group, and a maximum of 7 participants for the 
evening group due to social distancing policy.  Please be 
able to commit to all six sessions.  To register, please call 
Hillary Coughlin 603-580-8948 or email her at 
hcoughlin@ehr.org.  

 

 THERE IS 
POWER IN 

PRAYER 

JOIN 
US 

 
Every Thursday Evening 
7:00 pm 
Mary, Mother of the 
Church Newton NH 
 
Say, reflect on the rosary 
as we pray for the 
intentions of the church, 
our world, our communities 
and for each other. 
 

 

 

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
COUNCIL #6617 

http://www.facebook.com/stlukenh.org/
http://www.jacksondiocese.org/
https://yaretreat2021.eventbrite.com/
mailto:fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net
mailto:hcoughlin@ehr.org


BRING THE BIBLE TO LIFE AND LIVE SCRIPTURE 
EVERY DAY!!!! 

 
 

Join us for six weeks of exploration of the Bible that equips you to 
apply the message of Scripture to your daily life. 
 

Threshold Bible Study series, published by TWENTY-THIRD 
PUBLICATIONS, is a dynamic, informative, and inspiring way to 
enter into a deeper relationship with God through Scripture. 
 

Our Fall Bible share groups will be exploring the theme “Mysteries 
of the Rosary” Twenty-Third Publications states: “This study 
explores the biblical roots of each of the mysteries of the rosary and 
the meditative tradition of this popular prayer. Enhance your 
reflection on the joyful, luminous, sorrowful, and glorious mysteries 
by understanding their biblical foundations.” 
 

If you are interested in joining a group either on Wednesday 
evenings at 7 p.m., beginning September 22, or Thursday 
afternoons at 1:30 p.m., beginning September 23, please cut the 
form at the bottom and complete. Completed forms should be 
returned either in the collection basket or the parish office no later 
than Tuesday, September 7. Any questions, contact Cathy Smith at    
382-8324 or csmith@stluketheevangelist.net  

Groups will meet downstairs   
(There is a $10 book fee) 

*************************************************************************** 
Name              
 

Address       Phone       
 

E-Mail          Cell Phone       
 

Mysteries of the Rosary (circle one) 

 

 Wednesdays at 7 p.m.                  Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. 
                            Sept. 22 – Oct. 27                          Sept. 23 – Oct. 28 

mailto:csmith@stluketheevangelist.net
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Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
August 22, 2021

Our Legacy of Faith
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

We all want to leave a legacy, to be 
remembered when we’re gone.  

A legacy comes from faithfully and 
lovingly living your convictions. Joshua 
challenges the Israelites, making a 
definitive statement as their leader and 
head of his family: “We will serve the 
LORD.” Notice that it isn’t a question of 
if you will serve someone, but who you 
will serve.

The easiest way to find out who you 
are serving is to look where your heart, 
thoughts, and worries are. Jesus said, 
“Where your treasure is, there also will 
your heart be” (Matthew 6:21).

Peter also had this hard choice placed 
to him, and he spoke up as the first 
pope, the head of a family of believers. 
When Jesus revealed the doctrine of the 
Eucharist, that it was truly his body and 
blood, many left him over this difficult 
saying.

Jesus asks the apostles if they want to 
leave, too. He could have said this was 
just a symbol—that those who left had 
misunderstood. But he doesn’t change his 
teaching. He merely asks the apostles if 
they accept and believe him.

Peter’s answer, like Joshua’s, is a 
fundamental option. He finds in Jesus’ 
words eternal life. There is nowhere else 
to go when you have tasted the goodness 
and truth of Jesus. As hard as some of 
those truths may be, for Peter there is no 
turning away. Following Jesus faithfully 
will lead him to lay down his life for 
Jesus, crucified upside down, and buried 
on Vatican Hill where you can visit his 
tomb today. How’s that for a legacy? +

The easiest way to find 
out who you are serving  

is to look where your 
heart, thoughts, and 

worries are.

A Word from  
Pope Francis
When someone is sick, we 
at times think: “Let’s call for 
the priest to come”; “No, 
then he will bring bad luck. 
Let’s not call him.”…The 
idea is floating about that 
the undertakers arrive after 
the priest, and this is not 
true….It is Jesus himself who 
comes to relieve the sick 
person…and also to forgive 
his sins.
—General audience, February 26, 2014

Sunday Readings
Joshua 24:1–2a, 15–17, 18b
[Joshua said,] “Choose today whom 
you will serve....As for me and my 
household, we will serve the LORD.”

Ephesians 5:21–32 or 5:2a, 25–32
Husbands, love your wives,  
even as Christ loved the church  
and handed himself over for her.

John 6:60–69
Simon Peter answered…“You have 
the words of eternal life. We have 
come to believe and are convinced 
that you are the Holy One of God.”

• What are my convictions,  
and what ideal do I love  
and live for?

• Will that ideal last in time  
and into eternity? There is  
still time to adjust.



© 2021 Liguori Publications, a ministry of the Redemptorists. One Liguori Drive, Liguori, MO 63057. 
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can toss a pebble and make a tiny ripple 
in that vast surface. One little throw 
might not make a difference, but if every 
Christian did the same, who knows what 
God might accomplish through us?

In the end, when I look at the icon 
of Our Mother of Perpetual Help, that 
is what comes to mind. “Look what he’s 
done for you,” she seems to be saying. 
“Now, what are you going to do?” +

The icon of Our Mother 
of Perpetual Help gives 
people a powerful way  

to look at the crucifixion.

August 22, 2021

What if We Used God’s Gifts?
By Kathleen M. Basi

The summer after I graduated high 
school, I toured Europe with a 

music ensemble. One afternoon in 
the Italian countryside, we passed 
a tenement in the ditch beside the 
highway. It flashed by so quickly, I 
didn’t have time to form a clear picture; 
I only have an impression of shelters 
constructed from cardboard boxes with 
sheets draped over them.

That image has haunted me ever since. 
Seeing such things in pictures doesn’t 
quite pack the same emotional punch 
as being there in real life. I couldn’t 
believe anybody actually lived like that, 
especially in the First World.

Many things in the world defy 
comprehension, particularly for 
those of us comfortably ensconced in 
temperature-controlled homes with 
two- (or three-) car garages and multiple 
televisions. Terror attacks, genocide, 
poverty, and war brutal enough to cause 
millions to flee their homelands are 
unfathomable. So is the crucifixion, 
actually.

That image of a body stretched upon 
intersecting beams is unfathomable 
for the opposite reason. Its familiarity 
lessens its impact. To me, the icon of 
Our Mother of Perpetual Help offers a 
different way to approach this pivotal 
event in salvation history. It depicts the 
Christ Child shrinking away from the 
cross, the nails, the lance, and the gall 
and vinegar. Meanwhile, his Mother is 

staring right at us while gesturing to her 
Son. I can just see in her eyes what she’s 
thinking: “Look what he’s done for you!”

Meditating on this image, I realize I 
may never be able to fully comprehend 
just what Jesus went through in order to 
win our salvation, any more than I can 
comprehend the desperation that leads 
parents to put their children in a raft in 
the middle of winter and cross the sea.

Yet comprehending isn’t what matters 
most. The world is full of suffering, full of 
problems whose magnitude we will never 
understand, let alone figure out how to 
fix. And yet each of us is uniquely gifted, 
with a purpose in God’s plan. Each of us 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
August 23–28

Monday, Weekday:  
1 Thes 1:1–5, 8b–10 / Mt 23:13–22

Tuesday, St. Bartholomew:  
Rv 21:9b–14 / Jn 1:45–51

Wednesday, Weekday:  
1 Thes 2:9–13 / Mt 23:27–32

Thursday, Weekday:  
1 Thes 3:7–13 / Mt 24:42–51

Friday, St. Monica:  
1 Thes 4:1–8 / Mt 25:1–13

Saturday, St. Augustine:  
1 Thes 4:9–11 / Mt 25:14–30

Lord, you have the words  
of eternal life.  

Help me believe and trust  
in the power of your Word.

—From Faithful Meditations for Every Day  
in Ordinary Time, Rev. Warren J. Savage  

and Mary Ann McSweeny
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