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Pray for BAILEY ANNE, daughter of 
Matthew and Vanessa and little sister of 
Jackson Burrill of our Parish, Baptized on 
Sunday, July 12. 

 PARISH TITHING  

PARISH GIVING
Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish has engaged 
Parish Giving to provide parishioners with an 
opportunity to make your offertory and other 
contributions through Electronic Funds Transfer 
(EFT).  Parish Giving is a simple, secure, and 
convenient way to manage your stewardship without 
weekly envelopes and without worries.  This 
program is available to parishioners at no cost.  Log 
on to the St. Luke the Evangelist Parish website at 
http://stlukenh.org, click on the Parish Giving logo, 
and follow the easy registration instructions. 

UPCOMING SECOND & SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
July 26, 2020 Parish to Parish Support Fund 
August 2, 2020 Property Management 
August 9, 2020 NH Missionaries Abroad &  

Migrant & Refugee Ministry 

Our Parish needs to take in $7,000.00 each 
week in order to make ends meet.  Thank you 
for your generosity to our parish!  Your weekly 
contribution helps ensure that the parish remains a 
vibrant community.  Please remember to submit 
your weekly gift even if you will be away.  We 
depend upon your support! 

July 19, 2020 
Offertory $6027.03 
Property Management 240.35 
Fuel 955.75 

Out of respect, please remember to 
silence or turn off 

your cell phones during Mass.   
Thank you! 

 

MUSIC FOR THE LITURGY 

July 26, 2020 

Seventeenth Sunday In 
Ordinary Time 

 4:00 PM 
 8:00 AM Found in Bulletin insert 

10:00 AM 

Gathering: Let Us Go To The Altar 

Responsorial Psalm   (Psalm 103) 
Loving and forgiving are you, O Lord; 
slow to anger, rich in justice, loving 
and forgiving are you. 

Preparation Christ, Be Our Light 
Mass Parts Mass of Creation 
Communion The Body Of Christ  
Recessional: Sent Forth By God’s Blessing 

The Sanctuary Candle at 
Holy Angels Church  
will burn this week  

in loving memory of 
John B. Knowles 

requested by his mother 

http://stlukenh.org/
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     THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FOR 
     SAINT LUKE THE EVANGELIST PARISH 

Our Parish community continues with our 
Capital Campaign. Our planned projects 
include exterior painting for the church and 
Parish house in Newton., interior painting of 
the Church in Newton, electrical upgrades 
for both Plaistow and Newton churches and 
remediation of the Plaistow and Newton 
parking lots. 

The COVID shutdown put all projects on hold, 
so we are s l o w l y getting things back on 
track. 

Can you help? 
Any contribution is welcome.   

Make checks payable to  
Saint Luke the Evangelist – Capital Campaign. 

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST 
FOOD PANTRY 

Thank you for your generosity towards 
the hungry of our area!  Non-perishable 
food or personal care items are always 
needed – donations can be dropped off 
at Church or are welcome at the Parish 
Office during regular business hours. 

Cash donations for food are always welcome – make checks 
payable to St. Luke the Evangelist Food Pantry.  All 
donations to the Food Pantry go toward helping the needy of 
our communities. 

FOOD PANTRY HOURS 

Drive – up Service only 
Wednesday 10:00 AM to Noon 

Thursday from 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM 
Friday 10 AM to Noon 

Call the Pantry at 819-4949 for more information. 

 

ST. LUKE WEBSITE!     http://stlukenh.org 

FOR OUR RECORDS 

The Parish needs your help to keep our records current.  If 
there are any births, deaths, marriages, moves, or address 
changes in your family, please notify the Parish Office at 603-
382-8324 or by email at :

jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net 

If you are new to our Parish, registration forms are available at 
the entrances of both churches.  You can also find a 
registration form on our website at http://stlukenh.org.  

St. Luke the Evangelist is now on Facebook!  Go to 
www.facebook.com/stlukenh.org/ or St. Luke the Evangelist 
Parish – Newton/Plaistow and give us a Like!  Please invite 

fellow parishioners & friends to do the same. 

 PARISH NEWS  

WHILE AWAY THIS SUMMER… 
We appreciate all of you who remember to send in your Parish Offertory during the Summer even when on 
vacation or visiting other parishes.  Thank you for remembering that our expenses also continue through the 
Summer months.  We invite others to consider doing the same before or even after you return home. 

COVID-19 IS STILL AROUND! 

The obligation to attend Sunday Liturgy 
remains suspended in the Diocese of 
Manchester for all who are health 
compromised.  No person who has been ill 
or exposed to someone who is ill should be 
attending Liturgy. 

Anyone who has had recent symptoms of 
fever, any respiratory symptoms (runny nose, 
nasal congestion, sore throat, cough, 
shortness of breath), chills,  severe fatigue or 
changes in sense of smell or taste may have 
been exposed to COVID-19.   Testing is 
encouraged.  Please refrain from attending any 
liturgical service. 

http://stlukenh.org/
http://stlukenh.org/
mailto:jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net
http://stlukenh.org/
http://www.facebook.com/stlukenh.org/
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 WEEKLY CALENDAR  
Wednesday, July 29 

HOLY ANGELS CHURCH PLAISTOW OPEN FOR 
PRIVATE PRAYER ALL DAY 

  4:30 PM  Adult Faith Formation Parish Hall Plaistow 
Thursday, July 30 

 8:30 AM -  8:30 PM Eucharistic Adoration Newton 
 1:30 PM Adult Faith Formation Parish Hall Plaistow

Saturday, August 1 
  3:00 PM  Sacrament of Reconciliation Plaistow 

 MASS INTENTIONS  
Saturday, July 25 ~ James, Apostle 

Vigil / 17th Sunday in Ord. Time 
II Cor 4: 7-15; MT 20: 20-28 (Day) 
I Kgs 3: 5, 7-12; Rom 8: 28-30; MT 13: 44-52 (Vigil) 
 4:00 PM Roland & Mary Guilmette by the Matson Family 

Plaistow 

Sunday, July 26 ~ Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
I Kgs 3: 5, 7-12; Rom 8: 28-30; MT 13: 44-52 
  8:00 AM Muriel Giguere by Grace Bukowski 

Newton 
10:00 AM John Caiazza by K of C 6617 

Plaistow 

Monday, July 27 ~ 17th Weekday 
Jer 13: 1-11; MT 13: 31-35 
  8:00 AM  People of the Parish 

Newton 

Tuesday, July 28 ~ 17th Weekday 
Jer 14: 17-22; MT 13: 36-43 
 8:00 AM  Deborah McNulty – Month’s Mind 

Plaistow 

Wednesday, July 29 ~ Martha of Bethany, Friend ot Lord 
Jer 15: 10, 16-21; JN 11: 19-27 
  6:30 PM  People of the Parish 

Plaistow 

Thursday, July 30 ~ Peter Chrysologus, Bishop & Teacher 
Jer 18: 1-6; MT 13: 47-53 
 8:00 AM  People of the Parish 

Newton 

Friday, July 31~ Ignatius of Loyola, Priest & Founder 
Jer 26: 1-9; MT 13: 54-58 

No Mass 

Saturday, August 1 ~ Alphonsus Ligouri, Bishop & 
Founder /  Vigil of the 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Jer 26: 11-16, 24; MT 14: 1-12 (Day) 
IS 55: 1-3; Rom 8: 35, 37-37; MT 14, 13-21 (Vigil) 
 4:00 PM Jay Knowles by Bob & Alice Litwinovich 

Plaistow 

Sunday, August 2 ~ Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
IS 55: 1-3; Rom 8: 35, 37-37; MT 14, 13-21 
8:00 AM Angelina Antczak by the Burge Family 

Newton 
10:00 AM Martin & Florence Fogel and Frank Kelcourse by 

Elaine Kelcourse 
Plaistow

We’re looking for new members! Have you ever 
wondered what the St. Vincent de Paul Society is all 
about?  Our meetings are held on the 3rd 
Wednesday at 7 PM of each month.  New members 
are always welcome. We look forward to meeting 
you and answering any questions. (Please contact 
our Secretary, Jim Edwards, at (603) 642-5236 or 
jimmy69180@hotmail.com to find out if our 
meeting is live at the church hall or virtual on 
ZOOM.) If you seek assistance or need information 
about the Society, call (603) 382-8324, ext.315. 
If you seek assistance or need information about the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society, call 603-382-8324, ext. 
315. 

“Hear, OH LORD, and answer me 
for I am poor and needy.” 

PRAYER LINE 
St. Luke’s offers a prayer line as a resource for 
those seeking prayer assistance.  To submit your 
prayer request please call Cathy Smith at 603-382-
8324, ext. 314 or email her at 
csmith@stluketheevangelist.net. 
 

AMAZON SMILE 
AmazonSmile customers can now support Saint Luke 
the Evangelist Parish in the Amazon shopping app on 
iOS and Android mobile phones.  Simply follow these 
instructions to turn on AmazonSmile and start generating 
donations.   

1. Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device.
2. Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping

app and tap into Settings.
3. Tap AmazonSmile and follow the on-screen

instructions to complete the process.
AmazonSmile.com is the same market platform as 
Amazon.com, but with the added benefit of allowing 
customers to donate 0.5% of the price of items 
purchased to a charitable organization.  Please register 
today to start shopping and donating at 
www.amazonsmile.com.  Be sure to choose:   

St Luke the Evangelist Parish, Plaistow. 

mailto:jimmy69180@hotmail.com
mailto:csmith@stluketheevangelist.net
http://www.amazonsmile.com/
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 FAITH FORMATION & PARISH INFORMATION  

SANCTUARY CANDLES 
The Sanctuary Candles in both Newton and Plaistow may 
be offered in memory or honor of a loved one.  The 
suggested offering for each is $10.00.  Please call the 
Parish Office at 382-8324. 

  PARISH DIRECTORY  

Fr. Albert Tremblay fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net 
Cathy Smith csmith@stluketheevangelist.net 
Joyce Szczapa jszczapa@stluketheevangelist,net 
Jackie Tremblay jtremblay@stluketheevangelist.net 
Thomas Kondel tkondel@stluketheevangelist.net 
Val Barczak mvmbarczak@comcast.net 
Parish Council parishcouncil@stluketheevangelist.net 

ADULT CONFIRMATION 
Are you an adult who has been Baptized and received 
Eucharist, but has not celebrated the sacrament of 
Confirmation? The adult Confirmation process is an 
opportunity to complete the Sacraments of Initiation.  If 
you would like to prepare for Confirmation, or if you have 
questions, call Cathy Smith at 603-382-8324, ext. 305 or 
email her at csmith@stluketheevangelist.net. 
 

PARENTS BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION 
Preparation sessions for infant Baptism are ongoing. 
All parents planning to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Baptism are welcome to call the Parish Office at 382-
8324 or email Cathy Smith at 
csmith@stluketheevangelist.net in order to set up a time 
to meet.  Families wishing to celebrate Baptism in the 
Church must be registered (according to Church Canon 
Law) and practicing (attending Sunday Mass) for 3 full 
months before a Baptism can be scheduled.  The use of 
the envelope system is always optional; however, it does 
guarantee a manner of accountability.  For most families, 
the Pastor or staff can easily verify attendance during 
these three months.  Church Canon Law also regulates 
baptismal sponsors (godparents).  Sponsors must be at 
least 16, fully initiated (having received Baptism, 
Eucharist, and Confirmation), and be practicing 
Catholics living Christian lives consistent with the 
Church’s teaching.   

Parish Office 382-8324
Parish Prayer Line 382-8324 x 314
St. Vincent de Paul Society 382-8324 x 315
St. Luke’s Food Pantry 819-4949
Preschool 382-9783
Presentation of Mary Convent 382-2744

ADORATION 
We are truly blessed to have times for Adoration of 
Our Lord in our Parish.  This time of prayer and 
intercession is not only a source of great grace for the 
individual, but it is a great source of grace for us as a 
parish family, as well.   
We have many who have made the commitment to 
spend an hour each week with our Eucharistic Lord, 
but we need more people so there will be at least two 
people at each hour.  We are also looking for people 
who would be able to substitute. 

Newton – Thursday 
8:30 AM – 8:30 PM 

If you can commit to one hour a week in Adoration of 
our Lord, or if you can be a substitute, please contact 
Cathy Smith at 603-382-8324, ext. 305 or email her at 
csmith@stluketheevangelist.net. 
The Church in Plaistow is open all day on 
Wednesdays for people to stop by and pray 
before the presence of Jesus in the tabernacle. 
 

RCIA 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is the process 
by which people become members of the Roman 
Catholic Church.  If you or someone you know is 
interested in inquiring about becoming a member of the 
Roman Catholic Church, call Cathy Smith at 603-382-
8324, ext. 305 or email her at 

 csmith@stluketheevangelist.net. 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKENDS 
Let God amplify the love in your marriage by attending a 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend.  The next 
Weekends are September 12-13, 2020 in Medway, MA 
and October 16-18, 2020 in (TBD), NH.  For more 
information, call Stephen & Michelle O'Leary at 800-710-
9963 or visit them at https://wwmema.org/. 

SUMMER ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

We will be gathering for 4 weeks observing a 
video with Bishop Barron on two Pivotal Players; 
Flannery O’Connor, who radically changed the 
idea of what religious fiction can be, and Fulton 
Sheen, who paved the path for today’s media 
evangelists.  The schedule is Wednesday at 
4:30 PM, July 22-August 12, and repeating on 
Thursday at 1:30 PM from July 23-August 13. If 
you are interested in joining a group, please call 
Cathy Smith at 382-8324 or email 
csmith@stluketheevangelist.net. 

mailto:npare@stluketheevangelist.net
mailto:cferrandi@stluketheevangelist.net
mailto:csmith@stluketheevangelist.net
mailto:csmith@stluketheevangelist.net
mailto:csmith@stluketheevangelist.net
mailto:csmith@stluketheevangelist.net
https://wwmema.org/
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 Parish News ~  Around The Diocese 

We appreciate the gracious 
support of our bulletin by 
our Advertisers.  Please 
support them by calling 
them first.  If you have a 
business and would like to 
place an ad, please call 1-
800-333-3166, ext. 161.
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
ST JUDE COUNCIL # 6617 

GIVE YOUR PARISH COMMUNITY 
1 HOUR A MONTH 

The Knights of Columbus are a vital and vibrant part of 
the St Luke the Evangelist Parish.  We welcome any 
practicing Catholic man 18 or older to join the Knights, 
whose main purpose is charitable works in support of 
our parish and community.  Joining is simple – talk to a 
brother Knight or you can now join on-line.  Go to 
www.kofc.org/joinus.  Your Council is involved in 
many activities from collecting money for people with 
intellectual disabilities through the Tootsie Roll Drive to 
the annual St Jude Golf Open which raises money for 
parish families in need.  The list is as long as you want 
it to be.  Do you have a certain passion you would like 
to get involved in?  Come join us and make it a reality!  
We are Catholic men.  We live by principles informed 
by faith.  We are sons, fathers, husbands, and 
grandfathers.  Join us on life’s greatest adventure to 
discover the man God calls you to be.  Feel free to call 
Dan Sullivan at 603-770-4803, email him at 
dans49@comcast.net, or catch him at the 8:00 AM 
Sunday Mass in Newton.  For more information about 
the Knights, go to www.kofc.org/un/en/todays-
knights/what-we-do.html 

St. Vincent de Paul was unable to hold 
their annual Easter Lily fundraiser, so we've replaced it 
with Flower Power!  Who doesn't like flowers?  Please 
support St. Vincent de Paul’s Flower Power 
fundraiser and help those in need in our community.  
Our community is struggling even more due to Covid 19.  
St. Vincent de Paul will receive 50% of the proceeds 
from this fundraiser and 100% will be used to assist 
those struggling to make ends meet.  Please click on the 
following link or copy and paste in your browser.  Please 
feel free to share it with friends, family, and social media.  

http://SVDP.fpfundraising.com 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES NH: 
SUPPORTING OUR NEIGHBORS IN CRISIS 75 YEARS 

Whether isolated seniors, homeless and struggling 
veterans, families facing chronic hardship, or individuals 
searching for ways to cope in the “new norm” of life, 
Catholic Charities NH remains steadfast in our 
commitment to be there for those most in need– 
especially in time of crisis.  NHCC programs remain fully 
operational during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

We prayerfully ask for your support to continue to help 
your neighbors facing difficulties, we encourage you to 
make a gift today: cc-nh.org/everything.  You may also 
mail your gift to CCNH, PO Box 9510, Manchester, NH 
03108-9510. 

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Religious Education Registration for the 2020-2021 
Academic Year for Grades Pre-K through 8 has begun. 
If your child is currently enrolled, a registration form 
has been sent home.  If your child is new to the 
Program, please call the Parish Office at 603-382-8324 
for more information. 

PROJECT RACHEL 
If you or someone you know is suffering after abortion, 
confidential non-judgmental help is available.  Call 
Project Rachel’s national toll-free number at 1-888-456-
HOPE (4673) or visit www.hopeafterabortion.org. 

http://www.kofc.org/joinus
mailto:dans49@comcast.net
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/todays-knights/what-we-do.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/todays-knights/what-we-do.html
http://svdp.fpfundraising.com/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2f%2f%2fcc-nh.org%2feverything&c=E,1,dHPpoJZHErjCs1zYrz5Q2XV2Y3QDwmFSaj_g_sAZD6uFlyxQ_kunI3cwQyLMc3xozClBBSkUvv2NhnbLDbMn0uVfHGN536c107WPPRPiVveDaDiVrC6R9ziR&typo=1
http://www.hopeafterabortion.org/


 
 

 Racism and the Native American Experience 
 

In the November 2018 Pastoral Letter 
Against Racism, Open Wide Our Hearts, the 
Catholic bishops of the United States urge 
all Catholics to acknowledge “the scourge of 
racism” that still exists in our hearts, words, 
actions and institutions. Racism is rooted in 
a failure to acknowledge the human dignity 
of people of a different race. It does not 
reflect the inner life of God—the Triune 
unity of three-in-one—that we are called to 
imitate. Racism manifests itself in sinful 
individual actions, which contribute to 
structures of sin that perpetuate division 
and inequality. The Native American 
experience offers a particular illustration of 
racism in history and today. 
 

 
 
When Europeans arrived on the shores of 
this country, they were often blind to the 
dignity of indigenous peoples.  Colonial and 
later U.S. policies toward Native American 
communities were often violent, 
paternalistic, and directed toward the theft 
of Native American land.  Native Americans 

were killed, imprisoned, sold into slavery, 
and raped.  These policies decimated entire 
communities and brought about tragic 
death.   
  
The results were massive forced relocations 
of people as endured by the Cherokee 
people on the “Trail of Tears” and of the 
Navajo in the “Long Walk.”  Thousands of 
men, women, and children died during 
those forced removals.  Schools and 
orphanages began “Americanizing” Native 
children by forcing them to abandon all 
facets of their culture, including their native 
languages. The devastation caused by 
national policies of expansion and manifest 
destiny, fueled by racist attitudes, led to the 
near eradication of Native American peoples 
and their cultures.   
 
The effects of this evil remain visible in the 
great difficulties experienced by Native 
American communities today.  Poverty, 
unemployment, inadequate health care, 
poor schools, the exploitation of natural 

 
“Native Americans experienced deep 
wounds in the age of colonization and 
expansion, wounds that largely remain 
unhealed and strongly impact the 
generations to this day.”  
 
– U.S. bishops, Open Wide Our Hearts 

 



Racism and the Native American Experience 

Copyright © 2018, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. All rights reserved.  This text may be reproduced 
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resources, and disputes over land ownership 
in Native American communities are the 
legacy of these evils today. 
 
In Heritage and Hope: Evangelization in 
the United States (NCCB Pastoral Letter, 
1990), the U.S. Catholic bishops wrote, “As 
Church, we often have been unconscious 
and insensitive to the mistreatment of our 
Native American brothers and sisters and 
have at times reflected the racism of the 
dominant culture of which we have been a 
part.” All Catholics are called to give 
renewed attention to historical and present 
injustices resulting from racism against 
Native Americans, better integrate the 
needs and contributions of Native Catholics, 
and work for greater justice for the 
descendants of the first Americans.  

 
For More Information 
 

• USCCB Subcommittee on Native American Affairs 
• Native American Catholics at the Millennium, Ad Hoc Committee on Native American 

Catholics, 2003 
• 1992: A Time for Remembering, Reconciling, and Recommitting Ourselves as a People: 

Pastoral Reflections on the Fifth Centenary and Native American People, National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, 1991 

• Native American Protocols, Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
• Black and Indian Mission Office  

 
Pray with St. John Paul II 
 

“Lord God, our Father, you created the human being, man and woman, in your image and 
likeness, and you willed the diversity of peoples within the unity of the human family. At times, 
however, the equality of your sons and daughters has not been acknowledged, and Christians 
have been guilty of attitudes of rejection and exclusion, consenting to acts of discrimination on 
the basis of racial and ethnic difference. Forgive us and grant us the grace to heal the wounds 
still present in your community on account of sin, so that we will all feel ourselves to be your 
sons and daughters.” (Universal Prayer on Day of Pardon) 

 
“We ask the Catholic community to join 
us in seeking new understanding and 
awareness of their situation and in 
committing our Church to new advocacy 
and action with our Native American 
brothers and sisters on issues of social 
justice and pastoral life which touch 
their lives.” 
 
- U.S. bishops, 1992: A Time for Remembering, 
Reconciling and Recommitting Ourselves as a 
People  

 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/cultural-diversity/native-american/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/cultural-diversity/native-american/resources/upload/NA-Catholics-Millennium.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/cultural-diversity/native-american/resources/upload/a-time-for-remembering.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/cultural-diversity/native-american/resources/upload/a-time-for-remembering.pdf
http://www.la-archdiocese.org/gov/Documents/PROTOCOLS%20FINAL%20APPROVED.pdf
https://blackandindianmission.org/
http://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/documents/ns_lit_doc_20000312_prayer-day-pardon_en.html
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Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
July 26, 2020

Rags to Riches
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

The richly decorated portrait The 
Vision of Saint Helena by Paolo 

Veronese is immediately impressive. 
Helena, a woman of humble origins, 
became the wife of Constantius Chlorus 
(Rome’s emperor from 293–306). An 
innkeeper’s daughter in an outback 
town, her beauty caught the eye of the 
most powerful man on earth. She went 
from rags to riches.

In the painting she wears lush, Eastern 
fabrics with woven prints and royal 
colors. The gold and blue details of her 
dress and the velour of her crimson 
cape broached under her chin denote 

the wealth her position afforded. She 
rests on a high-back leather throne; an 
elegant textile wall covering provides a 
background from floor to ceiling.

The softly flowing fabrics and her 
serene posture exude calm and focus 
our attention on her tranquil face and 
spirit of contemplation. No matter the 
power, wealth, and beauty of the world 
surrounding her, Helena has forsaken all 
to pursue the true treasure she possesses 
as a Christian and values more than 
the rest. Helena traveled from Rome 
to Jerusalem to bring back the relics of 
Christ’s passion. These reminders of 
Jesus’ love for sinners became the most 
important treasures of Christendom.

Veronese wants to convince us that 
through prayer we come to understand 
our treasure is not found in wealth but 
in the glorious vestment of baptismal 
faith. As adopted sons and daughters of 
the king, we become like St. Helena: poor 
commoners raised to royalty! Thank God 
for his gift of life in Christ and allow your 
heart to follow the inspirations he shares 
with you. +

We come to understand 
our treasure is not found in 
wealth, but in the glorious 

vestment of baptismal faith.

A Word from  
Pope Francis
How nice it is to feel that our 
school, or the places where 
we gather, are a second 
home….School then ends 
up being one big family. A 
family where, together with 
our mothers and fathers, our 
grandparents, our teachers 
and friends, we learn to help 
one another, to share our 
good qualities, to give the 
best of ourselves.

—Our Lady Queen of Angels School, 
Harlem, NY, September 25, 2015

Sunday Readings
1 Kings 3:5, 7–12
Give your servant, therefore, a 
listening heart to judge your people 
and to distinguish between good 
and evil.

Romans 8:28–30
We know that all things work for 
good for those who love God.

Matthew 13:44–52 or 13:44–46
[Jesus said,] “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a treasure buried in a 
field, which a person finds and hides 
again, and out of joy goes and sells 
all that he has and buys that field.”

• What are you searching for? 
Will you make sacrifices for it? 

• Do riches have a stronger 
hold on you than God? 
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Belonging to God
By Kathy Coffey

The First Commandment: “I am the 
Lord your God, who brought you 

out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of slavery. You shall not have other gods 
beside me” (Exodus 20:2–3).

Newspapers carried the story of a 
father who was boating with his son 
and the boy’s friend. When a strong, 
unexpected current carried the children 
overboard, the dad rescued them both. 
But after dragging them to safety, he 
could not save himself and drowned.

We can speculate about the gratitude 
the son, his friend, and their families will 
carry throughout their lives. Every breath 
they take is, in some sense, a gift of and 
a tribute to the heroic father who saved 
them. When people do us a big favor, 
we can rarely repay them. We breathe 
gratitude and cannot say thanks enough.

The extreme thankfulness that 
recipients must feel gives us a clue about 
the First Commandment. When we read 
about God freeing the Hebrews from 
Egypt, it’s hard to relate. Few of us know 
slavery firsthand. Hearing about people 
who are slaves today, many of them 
children, we’re appalled. We can only 
imagine what it means when someone 
unlocks the prison door and says, “You’re 

free.” To forget such a liberator would be 
the worst ingratitude.

Awareness, Gratitude
After a gift like the one the Hebrew 
people received, how could they ignore 
God? How could they even think of 
worshiping anyone or anything else?

Before we get too high and mighty, 
scorning those ungrateful Jews, we 
should look at the ways God has freed 
us. Our situation may not be as obvious 
as imprisonment, but there are other, 
subtler forms of slavery. Some are caught 
in addictions to gambling, smoking, 
drugs, or alcohol. Others are trapped in 
unhealthy habits, fears, or relationships. 
From all of these, God is the ultimate 
liberator, freeing us in ways that surpass 
what we can do for ourselves.

Whatever our particular 
circumstances, God has freed us from 
something. And how gratefully do we 
respond? We probably need a reminder to 
put God first as badly as the Hebrews did.

If we say we belong to God completely 
and wholeheartedly, how do we show 
it? Do we set aside time each day to 
reflect on God’s ongoing action in our 
lives? (For harried commuters this can 
be done at stop signs.) Do we fall asleep 
naming the ways God was present in 
our days and the blessings he brought? 
If we take this commandment seriously, 
it will be reflected in our calendars and 
checkbooks. How do we spend our time 
and money?

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
July 27–August 1

Monday, Weekday:  
Jer 13:1-11 / Mt 13:31-35 

Tuesday, Weekday:  
Jer 14:17-22 / Mt 13:36-43 

Wednesday, St. Martha: Jer 15:10, 
16–21 / Jn 11:19–27 or Lk 10:38–42

Thursday, Weekday:  
Jer 18:1–6 / Mt 13:47–53

Friday, St. Ignatius of Loyola:  
Jer 26:1–9 / Mt 13:54–58

Saturday, St. Alphonsus Liguori:  
Jer 26:11–16, 24 / Mt 14:1–12

Lord, you reveal the kingdom 
of heaven on earth. Help me be 
more aware of God’s presence.

—From Faithful Meditations for Every Day  
in Ordinary Time, Rev. Warren J. Savage  

and Mary Ann McSweeny

Learning from Jesus
If we really want to know what this 
commandment means, we should look 
at the way it operates in Jesus’ life. 
He is passionately caught up in the 
love of his Father; his primary goal is 
pleasing God. Inspired and heartened 
by God, he responds constantly to God’s 
initiatives. Prayer punctuates his life; 
he often withdraws to renew his delight 
in God and be strengthened by their 
time together. During this time, he must 
experience God’s love, listen for God’s 
guidance, imagine God’s face.

Jesus shows us what it means to 
belong to God. During his agony in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, every human 
instinct rebels against the course ahead, 
but he holds fast to whatever the Father 
asks. If we can share in his all-consuming 
love, it places us in the house of God at 
all times. As Jesus’ joy and compassion 
shows us, that’s a far better place to live 
than the house of slavery. +
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